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TO THE 



q^u:e e n. 



M_ADAM, 

XjlS your Majefty condefcend- 
ed to look into the following papers, 
when they were in manufcript; I 
hoped You would not think it pre- 
fumption in niej to ,-alk .you* royal 
permiflion to pr3fen* :: :thein to You 
in their more impbpytd '\fta.te : and 
it gave me peculiar pleafure to ' aflc 
this permiflion through the media- 
tion of a Lady, whofe very refpe&r 

b able 
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able character, and revered age (then 
bowing under one of the fevereft of 
God's difpenfations) the King and 
your Majefty took under your pro- 
tection j and with an amiable atten- 
tion, perhaps unequalled in the an- 
nals of royalty, hare made that pro- 
tection much lefs valuable, even in 
it's bounty, than in that eafy grace, 
which accompanies it ; and which, 
in the fame moment, confers, and 
annihilates* VthV^bS^tion , 



* • • • • 

*•• • • • 



\ • • • •• ; • • • • • 

That : '/oti^ , 'Majefties may be long 
preferved to enjoy the elegant amufe- 
ment of the polite arts, which you 
are fo ready to incouragc; and the 

heart- 
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heart-felt fatisfactipn of the fublimeft 
virtues, which You thus- exemplify, 
is the fincere prayer of, 

MADAM, 

v > 
Your Majesty's moft refpedful, 

moft. obedient, 

and very humble fervant, 



William Gilpin. 
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an eye, that he thought proper to mention them 
to the public*. This raifed the curiojity of 
many -, and laid the author under the necejjity 
of producing his papers to a wider circle : but 
fill without any defign of publijhing them. A 
fenfe of their imperfeStions ; and of the many 
difficulties, in which fuch a work, would engage 
him, prevented any intention of that kind. 

Among others, who defred to fee them, was 
the late du chefs dowager of Portland-, a lady, 
of whofe fuperior character the world is well 
informed. Having feen them foon after they 
were written, and a fecond time after an inter- 
val of f even, or eight years, her Grace prejfed 
the author to print them ; mojl obligingly offer- 
ing to facilitate an expenfve publication by 
contributing largely to, a fubfcription. Tho 
the ^author chofe to decline that mode of publi- 
cation, yet the duchefs's perfuafon was among 
his principal inducements to prepare his papers 



# Mafon's memoirs of Gray, p. 377. 
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for the public. The prefs-work was about half 
completed at the time of her Grace's death. 



But tho this work hath been thus flattered • 
and bath received confiderable improvements i 
both from the author himfelf during the many 
years it has lain by him -, and from fever al of 
his ingenious friends -, yet be fill offers it to 
the public with apprehcnfion* 



Itis apprehenfon is firji grounded on the 
inadequate time he had to employ in making 
objervations on the feveral landfcapes be has 
defcribed* No one can paint a country pro- 
perly, unkfs he hath feen it in various lights v 
The following defcriptions are faithful copies 9 
it is hoped, of each fcene, under the circum* 
fiances, in which it appeared, at the time 
it was defcribed. But he, who Jhould fee any 
one fcene, as it is differently offered by a low- 
ering Jky, or a bright one, might probably 

b 4 fee 
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fee two very different landfcapes. He might 
not only fee diftances blotted out ; or fplendidly 
exhibited: but he might even fee variations 
produced in the very objeSls themfelves ; and 
tha^ merely from the different times of the day, 
in which they were examined. The fummit 
of a mountain, for ipflance, which in a morn- 
ing appears round, may difcover, when en- 
lightened by an evening ray, a double top. 
Rocks, and woods take different fhapes from 
the different directions of light : while the hues 
and tints of objeSls (on which their effeSl, in 
a great meafure, depends) are continually chang- 
ing. Nay we fometimes fee fin a mountainous 
country efpecially) a variation of light alter 
the whole difpojition of a landfcape. In a warm 
* funjhine the purple hills may fkirt the horizon, 
and appear broken into numberlefs pleafng 
firms : but under a fullen Jky a total change 
may be produced : the dijl'ant mountains, and 
all their beautiful projections may difappear, 
and their place be occupied by a dead fat. 
All the author could do to obviate difficulties 

of 
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of this kind, was to Specify in general, under 
what kind of light and weather, the feveral 
landf capes be faw, were exhibited. 

In bis views of lake-fcenery indeed (which 

form the principal part of the following wtfrk) 

he has lefs caufe to fear-, and offers bis ob- 

fervations with more confidence. Among thefe 

fcenes be rejled fome time: and tho he faw 

each fcene but once; yet as he fpefit near a 

week among them, he faw fo much of their 

varieties, that he could make allowances for 

the effects of light and weather ; and could fp'eak 

of them, in general, with more precifion. 



He is under another apprehenfion from the 
variations, which time, as well as weather, 
produces in fcenery. Even the wild features 
of nature fuffer continual change from various 

caufes — inclofufes — canals quarries — buildings 

— and, above all, from the growth; or deJlruSlion, 

of timber. And if the wild fcenes of nature 

fuffer change; bow much more may we expeSl 

to 
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to obfer*oe it in the improvement of partictl* 
far places j which are profejfedly altering with 
the tafte, or fancy of their owners ? Feit) 
of thefe fcenes continue long the fame. The 
growth of trees, and jhrubs is continually 
making changes in them \ even in a natural 
courfe. It is probable therefore, that many 
of the embellijloed fcenes, defer ibed in the fol- 
lowing work, are now totally changed ; and 
that the author hath rather exhibited a hiftory 
of the p aft, than a reprefentation of the prefent* 
Thirteen, or fourteen years bring a Jhrub to 
perfection. After that period, if the knife 
be not freely ufed, a Jhrubbery, from mere 
natural caufes, will ofitfelf decay. 

Lake-fcenery, it is true, is lefs fubjefl to 
change. The broader the features are, the 
lefs they will vary. Water, which makes the 
grand part of this kind of fcenery, remains 
unaltered by time: and the rocks, and mount- 
tains, which inviron the lake, are as little 
fubjeSl to variation, as any of the materials 
qflandfcape can be. Wood is the only feature 

which 



( *i ) 

which can bavefuffered any confiderable change. 
In this indeed great devajiation hath been 
made in fever al of the northern lakes, espe- 
cially in that of Kefwick. 

Tbo/e beautiful fcenes produced formerly 
great quantities of valuable timber ; which 
adorned the banks of the lake, and inriched 
it's lofty fcreens. But after the rebellion of 
the year 1715 5 thefe lands, together with all 
the other ejiates of the unfortunate earl of 
Her went water, were forfeited to the crown ; 
and were given by George I. to increafe the 
endowment of Greenwich- h of pit ah, the truf- 
tees of which immediately fold, and cut down, 
almojl all the timber. 

Before this depredation, the lake of Kefwick 
was a glorious fcene. Few however now 
remember it in it's fplendor. Since that time 
it hath fuffered little change. Tet fome it 
hath fuffered. Two woods, neither of them 
inconjiderable, on the two oppojite fdes ,of the 
lake, one belonging to the Derwentwater ejiate, 
the other to lord Egremont, have been de- 

Jiroyed. 
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jtrcyed. The author ufes the word deftroyed, 
becaufe of the barbarous method of cutting 
timber, which prevails in the northern coun* 
ties. In the foutb of England the proprietor 
fends an experienced furveyor into his woods, 
who marks fuch timber as is ft for the axe ; 
leaving all the young thriving trees behind. 
The wood therefore, if fenced, foon rears 
again it's ancient honours, and becomes a pe- 
rennial nurfery . In the north it is otherwife. 
There the merchant agrees for the wood alto- % 
get her as itjlands ; and the proprietor, for the 
fake of a prefent advantage, fuffers him to lay 
the whole flat. Nothing but a copfe fprings 
up in it's room ; and all fuccejjion of timber 
is prevented. ' This hath operated, among other 
caufes, in the general deftruBion of timber in 
the northern cc unties. 

The author believes the lake of Kefwick 
bath fuffered thefe two loft mentioned depre- 
dations fince the following remarks were made : 
but as he is informed, the underwood hath 
increafed confiderably, and hath in many parts 

- added 
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added fome degree of ricbnefs to the mountains* 
and promontaries around the lake ; he is not 
apprebenfive, that any changes 9 in fo Jhort an : 
interval, can in any material way affeSl bis 
dejcriptions. It is true, there will ever he a 
great difference between the grandeur of a wood, 
and the poverty of a copfe ; and on the fpot 
it will be evident enough : but in all the diftances 
of thefe extenfive views, it will not Jo eafily be 
obferved. 



Another ground of the authors apprebenfion, 

is, that be may be thought too fevere in bis 

Jlri&ures on fcenes of art. The grand natural 

Jcene, will always appear fo fuperior to the em-> 

belli/bed artificial one ; that the pi£lurejque eye 

in contemplating the former, will be too apt to 

look contemptuoujly on the latter. This is juji 

4s arrogant, as to defpife a propriety, becauji 

it cannot be clajfed with a cardinal virtue. Each 

mode (f fcenery hath it's Jlation. A wild forefi 

Jcene contiguous to a noble manfioq % would be jujt 

as 



( xiv ) 

as abfurd; as an embellijhed one, in the midft 
ofaforeji. 

A boufe is an artificial objeSi ; and the fee- 
nerfi around it, muft, in fome degree, partake 
of art. Propriety requires it : convenience de- 
mands it. But if it partake of 'art, as allied 
to the manfion ; it Jhould alfo partake of nature, 
as allied to the country. It has therefore two 
characters to fupport ; and may be confidered as 
the connecting thread between the regularity of 
ti>e houfe, and the freedom of the natural fcene. 
Uhefe two characters it Jhould ever have in view* 

Under this regulation, the bufinefs of the em- 
bellijhed fcene, is to make every thing conve- 
nient, and comfortable around the houfe — to 

remove offenfive objects, and to add a plcafing 
fore-ground to the difiance. If there be no dip* 

tance, it muji depend the more on it's own beauties. 
But fill, in every circumjlance, it mufi well 
obferve it's double character; and difcover as 
much of the fmpli city of nature, as is .confjlent 
with it's artificial alliance. If. the fcene be 
large, it throws off art, by degrees, the more 

it 
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// recedes from the manfion, and approaches the 
country. 

It is true, we cannot well- admit the em- 
bellijhed fcene among cbjeSis .purely* pi<fturefque« 
Jt is too trim, and neat for the pencil ; which 
ever delights in the bold, free, negligent Jtrokes, 
and roughnejfes of nature — abhorring,, in ifs 
wild fatties, the leaft intrujim of art—*or bow- 
ever allowing only the admijpon of fuch objeEls % 
as have about them the careleffnefs, the fmplicity, 
and the freedom of nature. Such in a par* 
ticular manner are ruins. Objc&s indeed of a 
more formal kind, as buildings, and Jhipping, 
are fuffered--fometimes for the fake of contrafi 
<—and fometimes for the pkafing ideas they excite: 
but as objeSls of pi£lurefque beauty, we utterly 
rejeB them, till they have depofited all their 
fquare formalities. The building mujl be thrown 
into perfpeSlive ; thejhip foreshortened, and ifs 
fails varied, before they mujl prefume to attract 
the notice of the piSturefque eye. 



The 
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The embellijhed fcene hath JIM more of tb(s 
formal mixture. But tho it is not enough 
marked with the bold, free charaSiers of nature, 
to be purely piSlurefque ; it is JIM, under it's 
proper regulations, a very beautiful fpecies of 
land/cape. It hath beauties peculiar to itfelfi 
and if it ajlonijh us not with grandeur, and 
fublimity, it pleafes with fymmetry, and ele- 
gance. 

In the body of his book, the author hath ven- 
tured to call the embellifhed fcene, one of the 
peculiar features of Englijh landfcape*. But 
we muft JIM lament, that this beautiful mode 
of compojition, is oftener aimed at, than attained. 
It's double alliance with art, and nature, is 
rarely objerved with perfeft impartiality. Am* 
bitious ornaments generally take the lead ; and 
nature is left behind. 

Where little improprieties offend, they are rea- 
dily pajfed over. But where the offence agairtft 



See page 9. 
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^nature becomes capital; it is not edfy to reprefs 
itdigntition. 

In fo extenjhe a tour as the following pages 
contain, it muji be fuppofed, that a variety of 
very dfgujling fcenes of this kind would occur 
*— fcenes, in which nature was forced — in which 
Jhe was arrayed in alien beauties — or overloaded 
with tawdry ornaments^ In truth, fuch fcenes 
often did occur. But the author, bdwever fe- 
yere he may be thought, hath endeavoured to 
proceed on principles, which he hoped could not 
reafonably give offence. He Jludioujly checked 
all fiverity of criticijm, where the improver 
ftill qijoyeii his fcene. It would have hurt 
him to have dijlurbed the innocent, (tho perhaps 
tdfteldfs,,/ amufements of any one. Tho he 
jhould not have chofen to fpeak fentimenti 
not his own: yet he could always be jilent ; 
or look dfide, where he did not wifh to examine. 
But where the improver of the fcene was dead, 
efpecially when his works were publifhed, by 
being thrown open to curiojity ; the author thought 
bimfelf at perfeft liberty. All fuch fcenes he 

c con- 
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confidered as fair game. He batb without 
fcruple therefore remarked freely upon tbem; and 
batb endeavoured to point out the many jlrange 
errors, and abfurdities, to which an inattention 
to nature batb given birth. 



-quorum, velat segri (omnia, vanae 



Finguntur fpecies : ot nee pes, nee caput uni 
Reddatur form a 

But even here he hath avoided all general, 
unmarked cenfure, which he confders as the 
garb of (lander. He bath always accompanied 
his criticifms with reafbns ; and if the reafon 
have no force, the criticifm falls ofcourfe. 

It may be alfo perhaps objected, that the author 
bath wrought up many of his dtfcriptions> in 
the following work, higher, than the Jimplicity 
of profaic language can allow. Simplicity, n$ 
doubt, is the foundation of beauty in every jfrecies 
of compofition : but the Jimplicity of a familiar 
letter differs from the Jimplicity of hijlory ; and 
the Jimplicity of a poem, from the Jimplicity qf 

both — 



bqih-^that ii $ one work may be more highly 
cokured than another ; and wrought up with 
warmer language, and a greater variety <f images* 
ftfow the following work, at leajt the defcriptive 
parts of it, approach as near the idea tf poetic 
composition, as any kind of profaic writing can 
do. It is the aim of pi&urefque defcriptioa 
to bring the images <f nature, as forcibly, and 
a* chfely to the eye, as it can; and this mul 
if ten be dove by bigh-colouring ; which this fpecies 
of wmpofpM demands. By high-colouring is 
not meant a firing of rapturous epithets, (which 
is the fhebkft mode of defer ipt ion) but an attempt 
to amlize the views of nature- -to open their 
Jeveral parts, in order to fhew the effeSi of a 
whole— to mark their tints, and varied lights 
+-and to exprefs all this detail in terms as ap- 
propriate, and yet as vivid, as poffible. Jbt 
attempting this, if the language be forced, and 
iJ>fi$tpd; m doubt it is thejujl objpft ofcriticifm: 
but if tho highly coloured, it keep within the 

Deferiptt* vices, operifque colorts, 

// may be hoped, it will efcape cenfure. 

c 2 The 
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The author fears too, he may be called on 
to apologize for the many digrejjions he -hath 
made. But if in this point he hath erred*, he 
hath erred with his bejl judgment. Whether 
his work be confidered as didaSlic, or defcriptroe 
(as in fa£l it is intended to be a fpecies between 
both) he thought it wanted Jbrtie little occafiomti 
relief Travelling continually among rocks, and 
mountains ; hills, and vallies $ and remarking 
upon them, he feared might be tedious: and 
therefore, when any obfervations, anecdpte, or 
hiftory, grew naturally from his fubjeSi, he was 
glad to take the advantage of it% and draw 
the reader a little qfide, that he might return 
to the principal objeSi with lefs fatiety. • This 
too is poetic licence. What in argument would 
be abfurd; in works of amufement may be ne- 
cejfary. If any of thefe digrejjions however Jhould 
appear forced — out of place — or unconneBed with 
thefubjeSt ; for them bs wijhes to apologize. 

The 
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The author hopes no one will be Jo Jevere, 
as to think a work of this kind (t bo a K work 
only of amufement) inconfifient with the pro- 
fejfion of a clergyman. He means not to addrefs 
himfelf to the lax notions of the age ; to which 
he is no way apprehenfive of giving offence : 
hut he Jhould be Jorry to hurt the feelings of 
the mofi ferious. How far field fports, and a 
variety of other diver/ions, which may be pro- 
per in fome Jlations, are quite agreeable to the 
clerical one, is a fubfeSl he means not to difcufs : 
Tet furefy- -the Jludy of nature, in every Jkape, 
is allowable', and affords amufement, which the 
feverejl cannot well reprehend — the Jludy of the 
heavens — of the earth — of the Jield — of the gar- 
den, it's productions, fruits, and flowers — of 
the bowels of the earth, containing fuch amazing 
fiores of curiojity — and of animal life, through 
all it's ajlonijhing varieties , even to the Jhell, 
and the infeSi. Among thefe objects of rational 

c 3 amUfe- 
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amufement, may we not enumerate alfo the beau* 
tiful appearances of the face of nature ? 

The ground indeed, which the author hath 
taken, that of examining land/cape by the rufes 
of pi&urefque beauty, feems rather a deviation 
from natute to art. Tet, in faff, it is not fo : 
for the rules of pifturefcjue beauty, we know, 
are drawn from nature : fi that to examine 
(be face of nature by tbefe rules, is no more 
than to examine nature by her own moji beautiful 
exertions. Thus Shakejpear : 



-There is an art, 



Which does mend nature— change it rather: bat 

•That art itfelf is nature , , . ,,■, 

- < * ' i 

The author however hopes 9 , he Jhould not greatly 
err, if be allowed alfo the amufements fur~ 
nifhed by the three fjter-arts, to be all very 
confident with the JlriSleJl rules of the clerical 
profejfion. The only danger is, lejl the amufe- 
ment — 4he fafcinating amufement— jhould prefs 
m improperly, and interfere too much with the 
employment. 



In 
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in a little work of the piSfureJque kind*, 
vibich the author printed about Jhc ye&rs ago, 
he gave i fiver al drawings under the charaSler 
of portraits; rather induced by the partiality 
of bu friends, than his own* judgment. He 
WOT finfihk* that Jkefcbfs taken in the ba/ly 
manner, in which ttyfe were taken, cculd net 
pretend fa the accuracy necejfary in portrait. He 
endeavoured however to guard his readers againjt. 
cmfidering them as fuch, by faying* they meant 
vdy to give fame idea of the general effeft 
of a fcenc; but in no degree to mark the 
fcveral pi&urefque, and ornamental particulars, 
of which it is compofed. But he bimfelf 
thought ; and fo, he doubts not, did the public, * 
tiat this was an infufficient apology: for they 
were certainly not accurate enough to give even 
the general effed: of a fcene. 



• Obfervations on the River Wye, and feveral parts o 
South Wales. 

C 4 In 
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jfy. the .drawings' prefonted, in. this work* jx 
tyitfc followed more hh own judgment. Except 
a Jew, be bath given nothings that pretends 
to the nam of portrait* fenfible, tbat the bajiy 
drawings be made in this tour, (which were 
certainly made without any intention of public 
cftipn,). did not % deferve it. Indeed Mr. Far* 
ripgton's prints ^render any other portraits of the* 
lakes unnccejfary.. They are by far, in *6r 
authors opinion y the mofi accurate, and beav~> 
tiful views rf: that romantic country, which fa- 
hath feen. The fall of Lodoar ; and 'the view of 
Qerwentwater, -with the mountain % vf Skidd#w K 
as a .background, from Brandekw woods, ari?- 
particularly fine j*~Tbe principal drawings wbieb 
a?e prtferved in the following work,* are ofrtwa* 
Mod** v >. . . : - - x * ' • 

- % One %'nd'is meant to illuftrate and etfphui. 
pi^fcurefquev ideas, This indeed may be *om±s 
dered among the moft ufefui aids of the. pe&ifc 
Irrtells&ual ideas it cannot reach: but piftu- 
refque ideas are all cloathed in bodily forms '*> 
~ and 
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and may (fteti be explqihed better by dfewfirokei 
of tb$ peniih than, by A volume of .the. mofi 
laboured defer iptiw* - ,\ 

{ ^be other fort of drawings- is meant] to cha- 
&d%nzc the countries, through which the reader 
k carried.? The ideas are taken from /^general 
face of the country ; not from any particular 
{brae** jfad indeed: this m#y.\ perhaps be, the 
mb/t ufeful may of conveying . heal "ideas: . Fbt 
0-ifKtftrait *&^^ )only a Angle fpot. 5&* 

{ifea^msfl H^elinquifhed, as foon as the place, 
hypqffcd. . Rkit t ,fuch imagimr^views asT\gi$*; 
a^peral;- fate* of a &owtyr\Jpn6td- tbefitfclvte 
*RP r f 4$i$ly x a %d are carried* in the reader** 
imagination, through the whol^^fcriptioi*^ Xvfc \ ■ 
sBut, whatever becomes of* their* utility, \ they 
are beyond all doubt > the moft/piaurefipic;;^^ 
tf^drnwigt- Smrtrmts may.be faithfkt: but 
they^are ; rarely^ in every. :part \beautifuL* &£& i 
dififiHce may ^fim-r-tkeiruin may be eieganhp 
yet- will there ahvays.be fom;.anqfmqr 
one part or othfr t which \pn>yifflld y#$ r Jf'<r%& 
mjng. But trifth forbids ; t If you ^ire determined 

to 



( *»4 ) 

te call nothing a portrait, but what is exaftly 
copied from nature f you muft tab it as it is; 
good and bad i and make the befi. of it. 

The fa& is, you may often find a beatitiful 
diftance. Remote obje&s, tho Jbmetimes awi- 
tSMrdy do not always firihe the eye with their 
cmkwardneffts. The obfcurity, oeoajkned by the 
intervening medium*, fifttns each tine, or tint, 
thai is harjh, or. discordant. But -as the land* 
jcafe advances on the eye, the deformity grfu* 
mere apparent; and on the fore-ground, objeffs 
are fo magnified^ that it is very rare indeed, 
if they do not in fime part, offend. Their 
features become tbeh fo firong, that if they be 
not beautiful, they are difgufting. 

On the other hand % he who works from ima- 
gination!— that is, be who cuffs from nature 
the mqft beautiful parts ef ben prodftftim* — a 
diflance here ; and there a fbre-groundi— com- 
bines* them artificially *, and removing every 
thing offensive, admits only fucb parts, a& art 
congruous, and beautiful ; will in all proba^ 
bility r make a tnueb better landfbape, than he 

who 
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nbfa faies all as it ernes j mid withtott fek&tog 
btiauties, copies ordy <#bat be fees prdfenled x M 
each particular Jcene* 

Jfat you wfkfor the reprefentation of Jme 
particular fcene. J5f is truth you defirt* and 
not f&m. 

Who ofyefls t But w bfrt yon wuft dfaw 
a little to- the* imagination* or your Js**e <toiH 
probacy never pleafe. What is it that you 
admire? -& it th» %ot ym ft#id' on ? . Oy 
is it ike grandeur jf &a%$ l(ik»r- * cave <tf 
iabtfkt&in$~-*» fru£efcdd diftanw— htA^ Wfbdifclgt 
of a nebte river+~or fome other exhibition^ which 
is in fa&^much to be admired t fbis nobk 
fiene, whatever it is, you wifb to fee fit off 
to the bejt advantage. In order therefore to 
give this advantage to the part you adfcniir, 
you muft allow , your art ifl to take fotne liberty 
mth the ground he ftands on ; which is evi- 
dently h6t the part you admire ; and probably 
abounds with deformities. '..••'- v* 

It is not meant to give him tictnce in/lead of 
liberty* Of the grand exhibition' Before him, 

which 
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which is the portrait you want, be muft take 

a faithful copy. If it prefent any ftriking de-> 

formity, it is not a fubjeft far the pencil : it 

Jhould be relinquijhed. But if it be pure in 

all it*s parts, the fore-ground Jhould be made 

equal to it. Tet nothing Jhould be introduced 

alien to the Jcene prejented. Such alterations 

only, your artift Jhould make, as the nature of 

the country allows, und the beauty of compo* 

fition requires. Trees he may generally plant, 

or remove, - at pleafure. If a . withered ftump 

fiat the form of his land/cape better than the 

fpreading oak, winch he finds in nature, he may 

make the exchange— or he may make it, if 

he wijh for a fpreading oak, where he finds a 

withered trunk. He has no right, we allow, 

to add a, magnificent cajlle — an impending rock 

— or a river, to adorn his fore -ground* Tbe/e 

are new features. But he , way certainly break 

(in informed hillock-, andjhovel the earth, about 

him, as he pleafes, without offence. He way pull 

up (i piece of awkward piling — he may, throw 

down a cottage— be may even turru the courfe 

"•••■■■•'.• of 
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of a road, or a river, a few yards on this 
jSde, or that. The/e trivial alterations may 
greatly add to the beauty of bis composition $ 
and yet they interfere not with the truth of 
portrait. Moji of tbefe things may in fa& 
be altered to-morrow ; tbo they difguji to-day. 
The road and the river, it is true, keep their 
Jlation : but the change you defire, isfo trifling} 
that the eye of truth can never, be offended ; 
tbo the pi&urefque eye. mdy be- exceedingly 
gratified. There is a very beautiful feem 
on the banks of the Tay near Perth, i <tohto&\ 
in composition is correSlly piBurefque\ except 
only that the river forming two parallel lines 
with the Jides of the piBfire, enters the fore- 
ground at right angles. So offenjhe a form 
could not but injure the beauty of any land- 
Jcape. Would the truth of portrait be injured, 
in painting this fubjeSl, if trees were planted 
to t hide the deformity ; or a f mall turn given 
to the river, to break it's difgujling . regu- 
larity f 

The 
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. Tbe author nutans not however to qffer tbe 
portraits, and illuftratione be bath here given* 
as perfetf examples of the principles be bath 
laid down. It is a difficult matter for any 
artift (at leajt, who does not claim as a pro* 
fefjknal men) to reach bis own ideas. What 
be reprefents will ever fall jhort of what be 
imagines. With regard to figures particularly, 
the author wijhes to premtfe, that tbe rules 
laid down in the beginning of tbe fecond volume 
(page 43, &c.J are here little obferved. 
Tbofe remarks were chief y intended for works 
in a larger Jlyle. Figures on fo fmall a fcale 
as theft, are not capable of receiving cbaraSter. 
They are at bejl only what he calls piflu- 
refque appendages. 

Befides, tbe reprefentatiens % bere given have 
again fufiained a lofs by going through a tranf* 
lation info rough and unmanageable a language, 
as that of bra/s, and aquafortis. The mode 
of etching cbofen, is the newly invented one 
of aqua- tint a ; which js certainly tbe fofteft, 
and comes tbe neareft to tbe idea of drawing. 

But 
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But this Jpecies of ttching itfelf % tbo even 
managed by a majlerly bandy is JubjeB to great 
inconveniences \ efpecially wbsn a large number 
of prints are taken from one plate. It ir 
impojftble to make lights graduate as they 
ought — to keep difiances pure^and to give 
thofe Jtrong cbaraBeriftic touches to objeSls, 
which may be done with a brujh in drawing. 
Unavoidable defe&s however the candid will 
epccufe ; and may reft ajfured, that the author 
took all the pains he could, by corre&ing the 
proofs, to make the plates, what be wijhed 
them. 
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Page 

8 for wood., read wood, 
60 for m nature, read on nature* 
62 for occafionaHy, read or occafionally. 
65 for campus :, read campus. 

129 ^/ /* /£# improvement, &c> This paragraph is rathef 
too ftrongly exprefled. Tho diftant moan tains can- 
not be the objedts of improvement ; deformities on a 
foreground are within a poffibility of being removed* 
X34 tet half obf cured, read half concealed* 
174 for appear, read appeared. 

208 for where firft, read there firft. 

209 for, of form, read ofjhape. 

226 for entered another, read a?** /* anfthtr. 
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12 for 9*, f/fo, read *y*, /A*. 

61 for falling, into, read falling #>/#• 

62 for The founds of, read The found of 

74 for, $/"/£/> iiW /» r/j »//wo/? magnificence, read, $f* *v#0& 

Zai* refleQing images at once* 
102 for 4£*w /0<u/«, read *£*w /£* /0w». 
161 This pafiage is exprefled rather too ftrong. Nature's 

colouring is fometimes, tho feldom, inharmonious* 
236 for are not found*, read are not found. 
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OBSERVATIONS 



O N 



Several Parts of ENGL AND, 



ESPECIALLY 



The L A K E S> 



SECTION I. 

BEFORE we make any obfervations on the 
pi&urefque beauty of particular places, 
in our tour through England, it may 
hot be amifs to take a flight view of thofe great 
features of the country, on which it's pidtu- 
fefque beauty fo much depends, 

Almoft the whole of the nveftem coaft is 

mountainous, and rocky : and, as it approaches 

vol. i f B thfe 
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the fea, it is often fcooped into large bays* am! 
inlets, invironed by promontories, , 

On the edjlern fide, the coaft confifts chiefly 
of low, flat, fandy fhores ; from the mouth of 
the Thames, as far as Scarborough in York- 
shire j where the coaft firft becomes rocky* 
At this ppint, it deviates fo much from the 
general character, it has thus far maintained; 
that the river Derwent, which rifes very near 
the fea, inftead of entering it dire&ly, retires 
from it -, and joins the Humber, at the dis- 
tance of forty miles.— —From Scarborough 
the eaftern coaft afiumes the chara&er of the 
weftern; and is more or lefs rocky, as far as 
the Tweed* 

The fouthern coaft, lying between countries 
of fuch different characters, participates of 
both. 

Such is the general idea of the great bounda- 
ries of England. 

If we leave the coaft, and take a view of 
the internal parts of the country, we find the 
fouthern counties much varied with hill and 
dale. The wejiern rather approach the moun- 
tainous chara&er ; almoft the whole of Wales 

is 
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h in that ftyle of landfcape. But in the miJ-' 
land % and eajlern parts, we fcarce find any ele- 
vation that deferves to be mentioned : they are 
generally level ; till we arrive near the centre 
of the iflarid. 

In Derbyfhire the firft mountainous coun- 
try begins. There the high lands forming 
themfelves by degrees into a chain of moun- 
tains, direct their courfe towards the north- 
weft. They firft divide Lancafhire from York- 
fhire : then entering Weftmoreland, they f^read 
themfelves over the whole of that county, and: 
a part of Cumberland* Again contradting them- 
felves into a chain, and forming the limits be- 
tween Cumberland, and Northumberland, they 
continue their courfe northward; and enter 

Scotland. It is in the various parts of this 

vaft combination of mountains, to which we 
may add thofe of Wales, that the admirers of 
the beautiful and fublime ii* Englifh landfcape 
are chiefly gratified. 

There is another grand feature, which may 
be noticed in the internal parts of England ; and 
that is, the vaft beds of chalk, which are found 
in various parts. 

* B z A chalky 



( 4 ) 

A chalky foil has indeed not fo great an effc& 
on the pi&urefque form of a. country, as rocks 
and mquntains ; and yet it's efieft is not incon- 
fiderable. • It generally produces a peculiar ftyle 
of landfcape — an impoverifhed kind; without 
the grandeur- of the rocky country ; or the chear- 
ful luxuriance of the fylvan, . It runs out com- 
ttionly into wide, diffufive down6 ; fwelling into 
frequent elevations. Thefe are it's ufual cha- 
.radters, where the chalk approaches neareft the 
furface: but as it runs at various depths; it 
has, of courle, in many places very little efFed: 
on landfcape. In the lower grounds, where the 
rains, through a fucceflion of ages, have wafhed 
the foil from the higher, you fee often a very 
luxuriant vegetation. 

The great central patria of cfyalk, if I may 
fo phrafe it, feems to be in the contiguous parts 
of Berkfhire, Wilt/hire, Dorfetfhire, and Hamp- 
shire. From this vafl bed, three principal 
ridges of it extend. 

The firft leaving Berkfhire, crofles the Thames ; 
and running northward through Buckingham- 
shire, enters Bedford/hire, and'ends about Dtin- 
ftable; beyond which, chalk is never found. 

A fecond running eaftward, occupies great 
part of Surrey ; and turning near Dartford to 

the 
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the fouth-eafti continues m that direftion, fornix 
ing high grounds, till it meet the fea abruptly 
at Dover. 

The third great ridge takes a more Ton theHy 
courfe, occupying a vaft tradt, near eighty miles 
in length, tho fcarce any where above four miles 
broad, which' is known 'by the name of the 
South-downs of Suffex.- Ports-down' may be 
confidered as a branch of this ridge. 

Befides thefe three gr&at ridges, it appears in 
a few other detached parts ; but very rarely. 

Similar remarks might be made, with fome 
accuracy, on the effects, which 'other foils have 
oalandlcape. But as thefe effects, are not fo 
ftriking ; I with not to appear refined. I lhall 
pnly obferveih general,- that the variety and 
intermixture of foils, and ftrata, in this illand, 
are very great. 



From whatever caufe it proceeds* <rertain, I 
believe, it is, that this country exceeds mod 
countries in the variety of it's pi&urefque beau- 
ties., I fhould not wifli to fpfeak merely as an 
Engliihman: the fuffrages of many travelers, 
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and foreigners, of tafte, I doubt not, might be 
adduced. 

In fome or other of the particular /pedes of 
laridfcape, it may probably be excelled. Swit- 
zerland may perhaps exceed it in the beauty of 
it's vallies, tho I believe they are there 
more cultivated; Germany, in it's river* 
views ; and Italy, in it's lakc-fcenes. But if it 
yield to fame of thefe countries in particular 
beauties ; I fhould fuppofe, that on the whole, 
it tranfeends them all. It exhibits perhaps 
more variety^ of hill, and dale, and level ground, 
than is any where to be feen in fo fmall a com- 
pafs. It's rivers affume every character, diffii- 
five, winding and rapid. It's eftuaries, and 
coaft- views are varied, of courfe, from the 
form, and rockinefs of it's ihores. It's moun- 
tains, and lakes, tho they cannot perhaps rival, 
as I have juft obferved, fome of the choice lakes 
of Italy — about Tivoli efpecially, where the 
moft perfed models of this kind of landfcapeare 
&id to b§ prefcnted; are yet in variety, I pre- 
sume, equal tp the lake-fcenery of any country. 



But befides the variety of it's beauties, in 
fome or other of which it may be rivalled j it 

poflefles 
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poffefles fome beauties, which arc peculiar to 
itfelf. 



One of thcfe peculiar features arifes from the 
intermixture of wood and cultivation, which is 
found oftener in Englifh landscape, than in the 
landfcape of other countries, In France, in 
Italy* in Spain, and in mod: other places, cul- 
tivation, and wood have their Separate limits. 
Trees grow in detached woods j and cultivation 
occupies vaft, unbounded common fields. But 
in England, the cuftom of dividing property by 
hedges, and of planting hedge-rows, fo uni- 
verfally prevails, that almoft wherever you have 
cultivation, there alfo you have wood. 

Now altho this regular intermixture produces 
often deformity on the nearer grounds ; yet, at 
a diftance it is the fource of great beauty. On 
the fpot, no doubt, and even in the firft dis- 
tances, the marks of the fpade, and the plough ; 
the hedge, and the ditch ; together with all the 
formalities of hedge-row trees, and fquare di- 
vifidns of property, are difgufting in a high de- 
gree. But when all thefe regular forms are 
foftened by diflance — when hedge-row trees 
begin to unite, and lengthen into ftreaks along 
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the horizon— when farm-houfes, and ordinary 1 
buildings lofe all their vulgarity of fhape> and 
are fcattered about, in formlefs ipots, through 
the feveral parts of a diftance — it is inconceiva- 
ble what richnefs, and beauty,* this mafs of de- 
formity, when melted together, adds to land- 
fcape. One vaft trad: of wild, uncultivated 
country, unlefs either varied by large parts, or 
under ibme peculiar circumftances of light, 
cannot produce the effedt. Nor is it produced 
by unbounded ' tradts of cultivation *, which, 
without the intermixture of wood, cannot give 
richnefs to diftance, — Thus Englifh landfcape 
affords a fpecies of rich diftance, which is rarely 
to be found in any other country. — — You have 
likewife from this intermixture of wood and 
cultivation, the advantage of being fure to find 
a tree or two, on the foreground, to adorn any 
beautiful 1 view you may meet with in the diftance* 



Another peculiar feature in the landfcape of 
this country, arifes from the great quantity of 
Englifh oak, with which it abounds. The 
oak of no country has equal beauty : nor does 
any tree anfwer all the purpofes of fcenery fb 
well. The oak is the nobleft ornament of a 

fore-. 
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4bre-ground ; lpreading, from fide to fide, it's 
tortuous branches ; and foliage, rich with lome 
autumnal tint. In a diftance alfo it appears 
with equal advantage ; forming itfelf into beau- 
tiful clumps, varied more in fhape; and per- 
haps more in colour, than the clumps of any 
other tree. The pine of Italy has it's beauty, 
hanging over the broken pediment of fome 
ruined temple. The chefnut of Calabria is con- 
fccrated by adorning the fore-grounds of Sal- 
vator. The elm, the afli, and the beech, have 
all their relpedive beauties : but no tree in the 
foreft is adapted to all the purpofes of landscape, 
like Englifh oak. 



Among the peculiar features of Englifh land- - 
fcape, may be added the embellifhed garden, 
and park-fcene. In other countries the environs 
of great houles are yet under the dire&ion of 
formality. The wonder-working hand of art, 
with it's regular cafcades, fpouting fountains, 
flights of terraces, and other achievements, 
hath ftill pofleflion of the gardens of kings, and 
princes. In England alone the model of nature 
is adopted. 

This 
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This is a mode of fcenery intirely of the fyl van 
kind. As we leek among the wild works of 
nature for the fublime, we feek here for the 
beautiful : and where, there is a variety of lawn, 
wood, and water j and thefe naturally combined* 
and not too much decorated with buildings, 
nor difgraced by fantaftic ornaments ; we find a 
ipecies of kndfcape, which no country, but 
England, can difplay in fuch perfection : not 
only becaufe this juft tafte in decoration pre* 
vails no where elfe $ but alfo, becaufe no where 
elfe are found fuch proper materials. The 
want of Englifh oak, as we have juft obferved, 
can never be made up, in this kind of landfcape 
especially. Nor do we any where find fo clofb 
and rich a verdure. An eafy fwell may, every 
where, be given to ground : but it cannot every 
where be covered with a velvet turf, which con- 
stitutes the beauty of an embelliihed lawn. 



The moifture, and vapoury heaviness of our 
atxnofphere, which produces the rich verdure 
of our lawns; gives birth alfo to another pecu- 
liar feature in Englifh landfcape^— that obfcurity, 
which is often thrown over diflance. In warmer 
climates especially, the air is purer. Thole mifts 

and 
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and vapours which ileam from the ground at 
night*, arc difperfed with the morning-fuiu 
Under Italian Hues very remote objects are ieen 
with great diftin&nefL And this mode of vi- 
fion, no doubt, has it's beauty j as have all the 
works, and all the operations of nature. — But, 
at beft, this is only one mode of vifion. Our 
grofler atmofphere (which likewife hath it's 
feafons of purity) exhibits various modes ; fame 



• The author of the Englifh review, in March laft; find* 
great fault with this paflage, as a <v$ry unphilofophical account 
of tbt defctnt of vapours— I trice this opportunity therefore, 
(which indeed before I had thought unneceflary) to caution 
my readers not to txpeQ any philofophical accounts at all hi 
the following papers, (unlefs exprefly marked as fuch), but 
merely descriptions of natural appearances* In the prefent 
cafe, no appearance of nature is more common, than that of 
fogs, and mills fpreading themfelves, in an evening, from 
the furface of the ground; and rifing up the fides of hills, 
like the vapours of a boiling cauldron ; to which the word 
Jiewmmg, I thought* would naturally lead the reader's con* 
ception. 

The following obfervations are certainly fair ohjeSs of 
critkifm, where they treat of the embefliJhed fcenes of art— 
of the beauties of nature— of piflu r ea ■■ ra ins-— forms of all 
kinds— and of the application of the rules of painting to the 
natural face of a country : but difqiiifitjons on the defcent of 
mrapemrs, or other philofophical fubje&s, are foreign to the 
defign of the book. 

of 
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of which arc in themfclves more beautiful, than 
the moft diftinfl: vifion. 

The feveral degrees of obfcurity, which the 
heavinefs of our atmofphere gives to landfcape, 
may be reduced to three — hazinefs, tnijls, and 

f°gs- 

Hazinefs juft adds that light, grey tint — that 

thin, dubious veil, which is often beautifully 
fpread over landfcape. It hides nothing. It 
only fweetens the hues of nature — it gives a 
confequence to every common objedt, by giving 
it a more indiftindt form— it corre&s the glare 
of colours-nft foftens the harfhnefe of lines $ 
and above! all, it throws over the face of land- 
fcape that harmonizing tint, which blends the 
whole into unity, and repofe. 

Mift goes farther. It fpreads ftill more ob- 
fcurity over the face of nature. As hazinefs 
foftens, and adds a beauty perhaps to the cor- 
reBeft form of landfcape ; mift is adapted to. 
tliofe landfcapes, in which we want to hide 
much ; to foften more j and to throw many 
parts into a greater diftance, than they naturally 
occupy. 

Even xhefogi which is the higheft degree of 
a grofs atmofphere, is not without it's beauty in 
landfcape j efpecially in the mountain-fcenes, 

which 
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which are fo much the obje&s of the following 
remarks. When partial, as it often is, the 
effedt is grandeft. When fome vaft promon- 
tory, iffuing from a cloud of vapour, with which 
all it's tipper parts are blended, flioots into a 
lake; the imagination is left at a lofs to dif- 
cover, whence it comes, or to what height it 
afpires. The effedt rifes with the obfeurity, 
and the view is fometimes wonderfully great. 

To thefe natural features, which are, in a 
great degree, peculiar to the landfcape of Eng- 
land, we may laftly add another, of the artificial 
kind — the ruins of abbeys j which, being natu- 
rali2ed to the foil, might indeed, without much 
impropriety, be clafled among it's natural beau-* 
ties. 

Ruins are commonly divided into two kinds $ 
caftles, and abbeys. Of the former few coun- 
tries perhaps can produce fo many, as this ifland $ 
for which various caufes may be affigned. The 
feudal fyftem, which lafted long in England, 
and was carried high, produced a number of 
caftles in every part. King Stephen's reign 
contributed greatly to multiply them. And in 
Ac northern counties, the continual Wars with 
\ . . * ' Scotland 



jScotland had the feme effe&. Many of thefe 
buildings, now fallen into decay, remain ob- 
jects of great beauty. 

In the ruins of caftles however, other coun- 
tries may compare with ours. But in the 're- 
mains of abbeys no country certainly can. 

Where popery prevails, the abbey is ftill in- 
tire and inhabited ; and of courfe lefs adapted to 
landfcape. 

But it is the mode of architecture, which 
gives fucfi excellence to thefe ruins. The 
Gothic ftyle, in which they are generally com* 
pofed, is, I apprehend, unrivalled among foreign 
nations; and may be called a peculiar feature 
in Englifh landfcape. 

Many of our rums have been built in what is 
often called the Saxon ftyle. This is a coarfe, 
heavy mode of archite&ure; ^nd feldom affords 
a beautiful ruin. In general, the Saxon pre- 
vails moil in the northern counties ; and the 
Gothic in the fouthern : tho each divifion of 
the kingdom affords fbme inftances of both: 
and in many we find them mixed. 

What we call Saxon architecture feems to 
have been the awkward imitation of Greek, and 
Roman models. What buildings of Roman 
origin were left in England, were probably 
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deftroyed by the ruthlefs -Saxon in his early 
ravages. Afterwards, when Alfred the great, 
having eftablifhed government, and religion, 
turned his view to arts, we are told he was 
obliged to fend tp the continent for archite&s. 
In what fpecies of archite&ure the buildings of 
this prince were compofed, we know not : but ' 
probably in a purer ftyle, than what we now 
call Saxon ; as Alfred lived nearer Roman 
times ; and perhaps poflefled in his own coun- 
try fome of thofe beautiful models, which might 
have efcaped the rage of his anceftors* Even 
now, amidft all that heavinefs, and barbarifm, 
which we call Saxon, it is not difficult to trace 
fome features of Roman origin. Among the 
ruins of Brinkburn abbey, between Rothbury, 
and Warkworth, in Northumberland, we dis- 
cover in fome parts even Roman elegance. 

This fpecies of architecture is fuppofed to 
have continued till the time of the crufades ; 
yrhen a new ftyle of ornament at leaft, fantaftic 
in the higheft degree, began to appear. It forms 
9. kind of compofite with the Saxon ; and hath 
been called by fome antiquarians the Saracenic : 
tho others di&llow the term. Many ruins of 
this kind are ftill exifting. 

The 
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*fhe Englifli architect however began, bf 
degrees, to ftrike out a . nqw mode of architec- 
ture for himfelf ; without fearching the conti- 
nent for models* This is called the Gothic ; 
but for what reafon, it is hard to lay : for the 
Goths, who were never in England, had been 
even forgotten, when it was invented ; which 
was about the reign of Henry II. It is befides 
found no where, I believe, but in England; 
except in fuch parts of France, as were in pof- 
feflion of the Englifli. 

In this beautiful fpecies of architecture the 
antiquarian points out three periods. 

When it firft appeared, the round Saxon arch 
began to change into the pointed one; and the 
ihort, clumfy pillar began to clufter ; but ftill 
the Saxon heavinefs in part prevailed. Salif- 
bury-cathedral, which was. finished about the 
year 1 250, is generally confidere<J as a . very 
pure fpecimen of the Gothic, in it's firft, and 
ruder form. 

By degrees improvements in architecture were 
introduced. The eaft-window being inlarged, 
was trailed over with beautiful fcrawl-work; 
while the cluftered-pillar began to increafe in 
height, and elegance ; and to arch, and ramify 
along the roof. In Ihort, an intire new mode 

of 
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t>£ architecture, purely Britifh, was introduced 
The grandeur of the Roman — the heavinefs o 
the Saxon — and the grotefque ornament of th< 
Saracenic, were all equally relinquifhed. An 
airy lightaefs pervaded the whole; and orna- 
ments of a new invention took place. The 
cathedral of York, and part of Canterbury, 
amoftg mkny others, are beautiful examples of 
this period of Gothic architecture. 

About the time of the later Henries, the laft 
period began to obtain ; in the architecture of 
which the flat, ftone roof, and a variety of dif- 
ferent ornaments were the chief charaCteriftics. 
Of this inriched ftyle King s college chapel in 
Cambridge, and Henry VIFs at Weftminfter, 
are two of the moft elegant examples. The 
flat, ftone roof is generally, even at this day, 
confidered, as a wonderful effort of art. It is 
faid, that Sir Chriftopher Wren himfelf could 
not conceive it. He would fay, " Tell me 
"where to place the firft ftone; and I will 
4€ follow it with a fecond." 

This ftyle is generally confidered as the per- 
fection of Gothic architecture. I own, it rather 
appears to me the decline of the art. The or- 
naments fo affectedly introduced, and patched 
on*; "as the rofe and portcullis in King's college 
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chapel, have not, in my eye, the beauty of 
the middle ftyle; in which every ornament 
arifes naturally from the feveral members of the 
building ; and makes a part of the pile itfelf* 
Nor has the flat roof, with all it's ornaments, 
in my opinion, : the fimplicity and beauty of the 
ribbed, and pointed one* 

Abbeys formerly abounded fo much in Eng- 
land, that a delicious valley could fcarce be 
found, in which one of them was not ftationed. 
The very fites of many of thefe ancient ; edifices 
are now obliterated by the plough ; yet ftill fo 
many elegant ruins of this kind are left;, that 
they may be called, not only one of the pecu- 
liar features of Englifh landfcape ; but may be 
ranked alfo among it's moft pi&urefque beau- 
ties* 
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SECT. II. 



May iBth, 1772. 



IN the following tour we meant to travel the 
weftern road, through Oxfordfhire, War- 
wickfhite, Staffordshire, Chefhire, and Lanca- 
fhire, into Weftmoreland, and Cumberland : 
where we propofed to make the lakes, and 
mountains the chief objedts of our attention $ 
and to return through Yorkfhire, Derbyfhire, 
Leicefterfhire and Notthamptonfhire. 



We crofled firft into the great Bath rdad* 
through Kingfton, in Surrey, over Hounflow* 
heath ; which is a dead flat, together with the 
country around it. You feem to be always in 
the center of a circle of four or five miles, in 
diameter. This flat is a little relieved by a view 
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of the towers of Windfor-caftle, rifing at the 
diftance of three or four miles on the left ; but 
it is no very confiderable objed from the road* 

About the twenty-fourth ftone the eye begins 
to get a little out of the circle ; breaking from 
it into the country : but it can yet make only 
fhort excurfions* 

The firft ftriking fcenery, is the woody-bank 
ofTaplowj which, hanging over the Thames; 
and crowned with Cliefden-houfe, feated loftily 
among the higheft woods, makes a grand ap- 
pearance. 

On the road towards Henly, the views, 
which may be called jirjl dijlances, are not un- 
pleafing. They confift of little knolls, in va- 
rious fhapes, covered with beech. 

The new road down Henly-hill is a noble 
work. From the lower grounds (when the 
work was new, and the chalk was continually 
fliivering from the top) it had the whimfical 
appearance of a vaft fheet of water. 

Henly 



( si ) 



Henly lies pleafantly at the bottom of woody 
hills, on the banks of the Thames : but the 
chalk burfting every where from the foil, is 
4tfagreeable. When a white fpot has a njean- 
ing, as in a wicket, or a feat, if it be only a 
fpot, it may often have a good effeft ; but when 
it forces itfelf on the eye in large unmeaning 
patches, it never fails tp difturb the landfcapc 



From. Henly we ftill continued among wcody 
hills $ but they became more detached, and un- 1 
pleafing. Before we reached Nettlebed, the 
road pafled through a beechen-grove, which 
lafted about a mile : and on our leaving it, we 
were prefented with extenfive distances. Thefe 
roads have all been made at a great expence, as 
they are frequently cut through chalky hills. 



prom Benfingitdn the rifing grounds on the 
left, along the Thames, at a fecond diftance, 
give fotae little beauty to the off-lkip, as far as 
Dorchefter, From thence to Oxford the country 
grows more flat and unpleafant ; running ibme- 
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times into common fields, and fometimes intQ 
barren waftes. 



The village of Nuneham, through which the 
road paffes, was built by Lord Harcourt for his 
dottagers ; and with that regularity, which per- 
haps gives the moft convenience to the dwell- 
ings of men. For this we readily relinquish 
the pidturefque idea. Indeed I queftion, whe- 
ther it were poffible for a fingle hand to build a 
pidturefque village. Nothing contributes more 
to it, than the various ftyles in building, which 
fefult from the different ideas of different peo- 
ple. When all thefe little habitations • happen 
to unite harmonioufly ; and to be connedted with 
the proper appendages of a village — a winding 
road — a number of fpreading trees — a rivulet 
with a bridge — and a fpire, to bring the wholg 
to an apex ;— the Village is compleat. 



Nuneham-houfe ftands a littfe out of the 
London road, about fix miles from Oxford. 
The old family-feat of Stanton-Harcourt, where 
Pope, and Gay led the mules, is now a dcferted 
ruin. It's fituation was vile, compared with 

that 
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that of the prefent houfe ; which commands, 
from a rifing ground, an extenfive profpedt over 
all the intervening flat, as far as the towers of 
Oxford, In another direction it overlooks the 
windings of the Thames , towards Abingdon. 
Thefe grand yiews, terminated by the Berk- 
shire hills, and other rifing grounds, compofe 
the diftance ; and. are prefented from different 
places around the houfe; particularly from a 
terrace, which extends at leaft a mile. The 
accompaniment alfo of noble trees on the fore- 
ground fets off the diftant fcenery to great ad- 
vantage. 

One pf the moft ftriking features in thefe 
icenes, is the parifh-church, which was de- 
iigned by Mr. Stuart in the form of a Grecian 
temple of the Ionic order. 

We are the lefs able however to fpeak with 
any precilion of the beauty of thefe views, as a 
wet evening prevented our examining them, as 
we could have wifhed. 

Thfc houfe is fitted up ufefully, and elegantly ; 
as if intended rather for comfort, than oftenta- 
tion. The pictures feem, in general, a well- 
chofen collection. But we had neither time, 
nor light to examine them thoroughly. 
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And yet this is not fo difadvantageous a cir- 
cumftancc, as it may appear. A diftindtion 
may be made between ithe furniture-pidture, and 
the cabinet one. The furniture-pidture fhould 
have it's full efFedt as a whole. The compqfition 
efpecially, the difiribution of light, and the 
harmony of [colouring, fhould be well underftood. 
Thefe things will give it value, by pleafing the 
eye in a tranfient, unexamined view; tho'it 

may hot fo well bear a nicer fcrutiny. And 

indeed in forming a judgment of fuch a pidture 
a curfory eye may form the beft. It is not 
under the fafcination, and delufion, which the 
detail of a ftudied pidture may throw over it ; 
but judges freely of it's general effeB. At the 
lame time, a pidture, which does not thus for- 
. cibly ftrike the eye at once, may yet well re- 
ward an accurate examination ; and indeed may 
be in itfelf a more valuable pidture : the parts 
may be more excellent; the exprejjton, the grace, 
the drawing, and local colouring. But what- 
ever excellences fuch a pidture may poflefs, if it 
do not pleafe atjight ; it feems fitter for a paint- 
er's chamber, or a curious cabinet, than for a 
faloon, or a drawing-room. 

Among the pidtures, in this colledtion, which 
particularly pleafed the eye at fight, were two 

beg- 
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beggars by Murillo— fome figures reprefenting 
night by Caftelli — a landfcape by Dakerj and 
another by Ruifdael. 

Here are two or three hiftories by Pouffin, 
which having turned black with age/ leave us 
to regret, that fo able a mafter, tho he was 
never perhaps an excellent colourift, fhould 
have been fo little acquainted with the nature of 
colours. The Flemifli fchool, in general, feem 
to have had the beft preparations. But it might 
itill perhaps be ufeful in painting, if the nature 
of pigments could be brought more to a x cer- 
tainty ; fo that the painter, like the apothe- 
cary, might have a found difpenfatory to dired 
his practice. 



To enter ipto an examination of the feveral 
buildings, chapels, halls, libraries, pi&ures/ 
and gardens of Oxford, would have engaged us 
in too great a work. We left Oxford therefore 
behind; and proceeded to Woodftock. — The 
road ftill continues through a flat country. It 
may be called a kind of cultivated drearinefs. 

The 
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The heaVinefs and enormity of Blenheim-* 
caftle have been greatly criticized : perhaps too 
feverely. We may be too much bigotted to 
Greek, and Roman architecture* ♦ It was 
adapted often to local convenience. Under an 
Italian fun, for inftance, it was of great impor- 
tance to exclude warmth, and give a current to 
air. The portico was well adapted to this pur-» 
pofe. 

A flavifh imitation alfo of antique orna-» 
ments may be carried into abfurdity. When 
we fee the fkulls of oxen adorning a heathen 
temple, we acknowledge their propriety. But 
it is rather unnatural to introduce them in a 
chriftian church ; where facrifice would be an 
offence. 

We are fettered alfo too. much by orders, 
and proportions. The ancients themfelves paid 
no fuch clofe attention to them. Our modern 
code was collected by average calculations from 
their works 5 by Sanfovino particularly, and 



• In the following obfervafions on Greek and Roman ar-% 
chitefture, I am much indebted to Mr. Lock. 

Palladio. 
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Palladio. But if thefe modern legiflators of tha 
Wt had been obliged to produce precedents $ 
they could not have found any two buildings 
among the remains of ancient Rome, which 
were exactly of the fame proportions.- 

I would not, by any means, wifh to {hake 
off the wholfome reftraint of thofe laws of art, 
which have been made rules ; becaufe they were 
jSrft reafons. All I mean is, to apologize fer 
Vanbrugh. For tho it may be difficult to pleafc 
in any other form of architecture, than what we 
iee in daily ufe : yet in an art, which has not 
jiature for it's model, the mind recoils with dif- 
dain at the idea of an exclufive fyftem. The 
Greeks did not imagine, that when they had 
invented a good thing, the faculty was exhauft- 
ed ; and incapable of producing another. Where 
ihould we have admired, at this day, the 
beauty of the Ionic order ; if, after the Doric 
had been invented, it had been confidered as 
the ne plus ultra of art ; and every deviation 
from it's proportions reprobated as barbarous 
innovations ? Vanbriigh's attempt therefore 
feems to have been an effort of genius : and if 
we can keep the imagination apart from the five 
orders, we muft allow, that he has created a 
magnificent whole 5 which is inverted with an air 

of 
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of grandeur, feldom feen in a more regular ftyle 
of building. It's very defe&s, except a few 
that are too glaring to be overlooked, give 
it an appearance of fbmething beyond com- 
mon ; and as it is furrounded with great ob- 
jedta, the eye is ftruck with the whole, and 
takes the parts upon truft. What made Van- 
brugh ridiculous, was, his applying to fmall 
Iioufes, a ftyle of architecture, which could not 
poffibly fucceed, but in a large one. In a fmall 
houfe, where the grandeur of a whole cannot be 
Attempted, the eye is at leifure to contemplate 
fartSy and meets with frequent occafion of dif* 
guft. 

This immenfe pile Hands in the middle of an 
cxtenfive park. The fituation is, in general, 
flat. - A lawn, proportioned to the houfe, fpreads 
in front $ - and, at the diftance of about half a 
mile, m£ets an abrupt valley, which winds 
^acrofs the park. The fides of this valley are 
fliagged with well-grown wood; At the bot- 
tom ran once a penurious ftream ; over which, 
dire&ly oppofite to the caftle, is x thrown a 
magnificent bridge, confifting of a fingle arch; 
intended chiefly to make an eafy communication 
between the two fides of the valley. 

About 
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About half a mile beyond this arch is reared a 
triumphal column ; which, tho much criticized, 
I own, gives me no offence; but rather feems 
to carry on the idea of grandeur. The top is 
crowned with the ftatue of the duke of Marl- 
borough; and the pedeftal is infcribed — not 
indeed with the terfnefs of a Roman altar— but 
with the lefs claffical, tho more honourable de- 
tail of an aft of parliament ; granting the.manor 
of Woodftock to the duke for his eminent fer- 
vices. 

All this fcenery before the caftle, is now 
new-modelled by the ingenious Mr. Brown* 
who has given a fpecimen of his art, in a no- 
bler ftyle, than he has commonly difplayed- 
His works are generally pleafing ; but here they 
are great. 

About a mile below the houfe, he has thrown 
acrofs the valley, a mafly head; which forms 
the rivulet into a noble lake, divided by the 
bridge, (which now appears properly with all 
the grandeur of accompaniments) into two very 
extenfive pieces of water. Brown himfelf ufed 
to fay, " the Thames would never forgive 
" what he had done at Blenheim." And 
every fpeftator muft allow, that, on entering the 
great gate- from Woodftock, the whole of this 

Jcenery, 
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fcenery, (the'caftle, the lawn, the woods, &n& 
the lake feen together,) makes one of the grand- 
eft burfts, which art perhaps ever difplayed. 

The fcenery below the bridge is the moft 
beautiful part. The water here takes the form 
of a bay, running up into a wooded country % 
:and feveral light fkiffs at anchor, imprefs the 
♦idea. The bay appears totally land-locked, and 
the ground falls eafily into it in every part. 
- Behind the houfe, the improved grounds 
confift, (in Mr. Brown's ufual ftyle,) of a bett> 
as it is called, incircling a portion of the park. 
In this part grandeur gives way to beauty ; ex- 
cept where the walk traverfes the fide of the 
bay. Here the great idea is ftill extended ; and 
the banks of the Wye fCarce exhibit more roman- 
tic fcenes, than are here difplayed in the level 
plains of Oxfordfhire. The walk carried us 
along the fide of one woody precipice, levered 
from another, by an expanfe of water, which 
no Englifh river could furnifh. 

Of this fituation every advantage is taken, 
which could add variety to grandeur. In one 
part, the oppofite woody fhore is feen alone, 
ipreading before the eye in a vaft profufion of 
woody fcenery. In another part it appears ac- 
companied with the lake : and fometimes, it is 

only 
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only received in catches, through the woods of 
the fore-groilnd, which are generally compofed 
of lofty oak. 

In the midift of thefe great ideas, the fcene was 
not improved by feveral little patches of flowers, 
and flowering fhrubs, artificially difpofed, and 
introduced ; which fhewed the hand of art to 
have been ftraying, where the imagination would 
wifh to be ingrofled by the grand exhibition of 
iimplicity, and nature. But when we faw 
thefe fcenes, the work was new. Time has 
now probably blended all thefe littlenefles into 
lan harmonious mixture with the grander parts. 
The mereft flirub may be a companion to the 
oak without offence. The offence arifes only 
from the artificial difpofition. 
• In the houfe our curiofity was chiefly confined 
to the pictures — thofe of Reubens efpecially; 
whole works are here in greater excellence, and 
profufion, than in any collection in England. 
Many days would be infufficient to examine 
them fully. We had time only to mark their 
^general effedt. 

Reubens' s family, by himfelf, confifting of 
three figures as large as the life, is a laboured 

piecej 
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piece ; and yet full of fpirit. The competi- 
tion, colouring, and harmony of the. whole, 
are excellent. I fliould not ifcruple my fuf- 
frage in ranking this as the firft family-pi&ure 
in England. The chaft fimplicity of the 
Cprnaro family * perhaps might be excepted. 
I have examined, with great attention, the 
famous family-pi&ure at Wilton. In that 
celebrated work the parts are fine, fome of 
them extraordinarily fo; but the whole is ill- 
managed. Here the eye is not ingrofled by 
any particular, but is filled and fatisfied with 
the whole; and yet may range with pleafure 
over the parts. 

The Silenus alfo is a finifhed piece; and 
a very noble effort of Rubens's genius, when 
let loofe among ideal beings, in which it de- v 
lighted. 

The Holy-family feems either to be damaged; 
or to have wanted Reubens's laft hand. It is 
flat; and poffefles little of the matter's fire, 
except in the old woman's head. 

The Andromeda, by Rubens, is a very fine 
figure. 



• In Northumberland-Houfe, by Titian. 

Lot 
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Lot leaving Sodom, is a noble work alio, by 
the fame matter. In the colouring of this pic- 
ture there is a peculiar glow* In compofition 
it is lefs happy. 



tol. I. D SECT. 
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FROM Woodftock we proceeded to Chapel- 
houfe, in our way to Warwick. 
Our iirft ftage was barren of beauty. Lord 
Shrewfbury's on the right, which appears to 
Aand.at the end of an extenfive plantation, and 
has much the air of a nobleman's manfion, 
continues long in view, and is almoft the only 
object that engages the eye. Bat the unifor- 
mity of the woods, at a diftance, is difpleaf- 

ing. 



From Chapel-houfe the road leads through 
& hilly, tmpleafaijt country. The hills are 
neither cloathed with wood* nor varied with 
broken ground — but are mere heavy lumps 
of earth; and the whole a barren profpedt. I 
mean barren only in a pi&urefque light $ for 
,*t affords good pafturage ; and is covered* with 

D z herds 
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herds of cattle ; and a beautiful breed of fheep, 
with filken fleeces, and without horns. 

And yet, among thefe hills, the vallies are 
fometimes pleafing. Long Compton, confid- 
ing of a number of thatched cottages, winds 
pleafa/itly along the bottom of one of them: 
and the fituation of Mr. Sheldon's at Wefton- 
park feems agreeable. 



As we enter Warwickfhire, near Shipfton 
upon Stour, the hills diminifh into rifing 
grounds; and a bleak country changes into a 
woody one. The foil changes alfo from a deep 
clay into a gravelly, red loam ; fprinkl^d with 
beautiful pebbles. The road leads generally 
through pleafant lanes ; leaving on the right 
the village of Keinton, and Edge-hill, where 
the unfortunate Charles firft tried his fuccefs 
in arms. 



As we approach Warwick, the country 
becomes fo flat, that the towers of the cattle 
make little appearance at a diftance. 

Warwick 
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Warwick contains many beautiful obje&s. 
The church is an elegant Gothic ftrudture* A 
confiderable part of it was lately burnt : but it 
is rebuilt with great fymmetry. 

Connected with the church is a curious 
chapel; decorated in the richeft Gothic tafte. 
It is the repofitory of many of the chiefs of 
the houfe of Warwick, Among them lies, 
under a iplendid monument, the celebrated 
Dudley, earl of Leicefier. r 



The Seffions-houfe, and the Town-houfe, 
are both elegant buildings; efpecially the 
former. 



The Priory, fituated rather without the 
town, is capable of being made a pleafing fcene. 
Little of the old ftru&ure remains ; and what 
is left, is converted into a dwelling-houfe. It 
fiands more elevated than mbnaftic buildings 
ufually did; the ground falling from it, tho 
gently, in almoft every dire&ion. It's pre- 
cift&s contain about fix or feven acres, circum- 

D 3 fcribed 
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fcribed by a fkreeh of lofty wood. Beyond thi% 
the towers of Warwick caftle, and other objefta 
are under command, — -We can only however 
admire the beauty of the objedts ; and the littfe 
advantage that hath been taken of them. 



But the great ornament of Warwick, Is the 
cajlle* This place, celebrated once for it's 
ftrength, and now for it's beauty, ftands on a 
gentle rife, in the midft of a country on the 
whole* rather flat. The river Avon wafhes 
the rock, from which it's walls rife perpen- 
dicularly ; and from which the caftle itfelf 
cannot eafily be cfiftinguifhed. You fee it's 
grand foundation to moft advantage from the 
windows of the great hall; from which you 
look down a confiderable height, upon the 
river. 

This caftle having appeared in the different 
capacities, firft of a fortrefs, and afterwards 
of a county-jail ; was at laft converted by one 
of it's noble proprietors, into a habitable man-* 
fion. The old form is ftill preferyed ; at leaft 
it may be every where traced; and each ad- 
dition is in fymmetry with what is left. 

The 
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The old entrance is ftill in ufe. A bridge 
is thrown over the ditch, and leads into the 
inner area of the caftle, through a grand tur- 
rited gate. This gate is placed in the middle 
of a curtain ; at the extremities of which ftand 
two towers, known by the names of Guy's, 
and Csefar's. r 

On entering this venerable gate-; and furvey- 
ing, from it's inner arch, the area or court of 
the caftle, which contains about, an acre; you 
fee the grouittUplot,- and plan of the whole 
fortrefs.—?- — On the left is the habitable part. 
In front rifes a woody mount, probably artifi- 
cial ; where formerly ftood the • citadel. The 
area itfelf is covered with, turf, and furrounded 
by a broad gravel walk, as a coach-ring: and 
the whole is incompafled by a wall, adorned 
with towers, and other mural*' proje&ions ; 
which being covered with ivy, catch little 
breaks of light, and often make a pidturefque 
appearance. 

The houfe is grand, and convenient : the 
rooms fpacious, and comfortable. Some of the 
offices, particularly the kitchen, appear as if 
they were hewn out of the folid rock, on 
which the caftle is founded. v 

D 4 The 
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The garden confifts only of a few acres j 
and is laid out by Brown in a clofe walk, 
which winds towards the river; and, fome- 
what awkwardly, reverts into itfelf; taking 
ho notice, except in one fingle point, of the 
noble pile it inverts. 

The armour, and tilting fpear of the cele- 
brated Guy, earl of Warwick, a rib of the dun 
cow, and other monuments of the prowefs of 
that hero, are (hewn at the porter's lodge. 
TheJte remains, (tho fictitious, no doubt), are 
not improper appendages of the place j and give 
the imagination a kind of tinge, which throws 
an agreeable, romantic colour on all the veftiges 
of this venerable pile. 



Since thefe remarks were made, Warwick- 
caftle hath received great improvement. The 
whole houfe hath undergone a thorough re- 
pair ; and hath been intirely new-furnifhed, in 
a ftyle fui table to the magnificence of the place. 
But it's richeft furniture is a choice collection 
of portraits by Rubens, and Vandyke. 

The ancient baronial caftle was a fort of 
infulated, independent ftate, Compleat in it- 
felf, it fcorned any connection with the coun- 
try. 
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try. A view over it's own broad ditch, was 
all the view it defifed. Thus Warwick-cattle 
was cirCumfcribed ; and tho paramount of 
the country around, could fcanje command 
?n acre beneath . it's walls. Brown's garden, 
it is true, was a paltry work: but Brown 
muft haye been more than an Archimedes, 
if he could have done any thing without (pace 
toftandon. 

It was the firft bufinefs therefore of the 
preftnt proprietor to get fpace — his next, to 
improve it. 

As you enter the garden, from the inner 
court of the caftle, you are led along a Spa- 
cious gravel-walk, through an open grove, 
to the green-houle, a plain ftone building, 

So feet in length when a grand burft of 

country opens fuddenly to the view. 

The eye is carried down a fteep lawn, about 
a quarter of a mile, with woods on each fide; 
over which, on the left; appear the towers of 
the caftle. At the bottom of the lawn is a 
grand curve of the Avon, at leaft- 300 feet 
broad; and beyond it, the ground, tho in 
fadt rather fiat on the nearer banks of the 
river, appears immediately to rife on both 
fides; forming a gentle dip between them. 

The 
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feet in circumference. Firs, and larches have 
made fhoots of thirty, or forty inches in one 
feafon j and a laplin-afh was meafured, which, 
in two years, from the feed-bed, had arifen 
to the height of ten feet. 

But tho Warwick-caftle has received fo 
much improvement - on this fide ; yet it's 
noble owner projects a much greater im- 
provement on the other. The entrance of 
his caftle is now exceedingly cooped up by 
the avenues of the tow;n. The road at prefent 
leads to it in an awkward, oblique manner, 
under the very walls of the three grand towers ; 
of which you can have no adequate view from 
fo clofe a ftand. To open the intended ap- 
proach, the public bridge, which is juft under 
the walls of the caftle, will be removed about 
a quarter of a mile above the ftream. This 
ipace will allow a noble entrance. .You will 
then rife the hill to the caftle, in a winding 
dire&ion, among fine old trees, with a view 
of the towers, as you rife, in various points 
of perfpeftive. A grander approach cannot 
well be conceived: and in my opinion, no 
part of the improvement of a great houfe 
ihould be fo much attended to, as it's approach. 

It 
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It ftrikes the firft impreflion, which is ge- 
nerally the moft lafting. 

la a word, when Warwick-caftle has re- 
ceived this laft, and beft improvement, it will 
certainly be among the very firft places in 
England to excite the curiofity- of travellers, 
on the account both of it's antiquity, and 
beauty. 



From Warwick we propofed to take a view 
of Kenelworth-caftle, which lies between it 
and Coventry. The country is flat, and woody. 
- Kenelworth-caftle is one of the moft magni- 
ficent piles of ruin in England. " In the days of 
it's profperity, we find it often taking a military 
part ; but in it's ruins we fee little of a military 
air. It's light and ornamental members, in 
general, mark it rather as a peaceful manfion. 

This caftle is mentioned in hiftory, I believe, 
as early as the reign of Henry I. It was then 
private property. But it's owner taking an un- 
fuccefsful part in a civil war, it fell into the 
hands of the crown ; in which it continued 
till the time of Elizabeth, who gave it to her 
favourite, the earl of Leicefter. This noble- 
man, profufe, and magnifient to the laft de- 
gree, 
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Vet not always in folemn Jtknce. About feveti 
years ago, a large fragment of Leicefter's tower 
fell down at midnight, and. alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood far, and wide, with it's noife. And 
iaft winter an abutment of the banqueting hall 
fell in ; and crufhed a number of farming uten- 
lils, which were depofited under it. 

Such is the prefent ftate of a, ftru&ure, which 
two hundred years ago, was fecond to none in 
"England. " Every room (fays an old author, 
€( defcribing it on the fpot) was fpacious, and 
*' high-roofed within ; and every part feemly 
" to the fight, by due proportion, without: 
€C in the day-time, on every fide glittering with 
" glafs : at night, tranfpareht by continual 
€t brightnefs of candle, fire, and torch light." 

« But now, in Offian's plaintive language, 

" It's walls are defolate : the grey mofs whitens 
" the ftone : the fox looks out from the win- 
€t dow j and rank grafs waves round it's head/' 

When we faw thefe ruins, the area; which 
produces a rich verdure, was grazed by a herd 
of cattle. Thefe were a great addition to the 
fcene, and reminded us of fome of Bergbem's 
beft pictures, in which cattle and ruins adorn 
each other. 

The 
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*£hb ground, oil the outfide of the caftle, was 
formerly floated ; tho it k now entirely drained. 
The lake fpread round the fouthern, weftern, 
and northern fides ; extending on the whole, 
through the fpace of two miles, Beyond it lay 
the park. On the north fide was the garden, 
hanging on the bank, between the caftle- wall, 
and the watef. It contained only an acre; 
and was joined to the park by a bridge* " The 
" left arm of the pool, northward (fays the 
" author I have juft quoted) has my Lord 
* ( adorned with a beautiful bracelet of a fair- 
*' timbered bridge, fourteen 4 feet wide, and fix 
* c hundred feet long -, railed on both fides, and 
" ftrongly planted." 

The garden was laid out, as we may eafily 
fuppofe, according to the tafte of that day, 
terrace above terrace, in every mode of expenfive 
deformity. But the lake feerns to have had 
fome elegance. Indeed water fweeping round 
inthefhape, in which this is v defcribed, muji be 
beautiful in fome degree. It's furface could not, 
like land, be injured by art : the extremities of 
it would be generally hid ; and it would be con- 
tinually unfolding itfelf round the magnificent 
object, which it encompaffed : tho, it is proba- 

vol. i. E hie* 
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Here fhe was prefented with a new fcerte. 
Several of the heathen gods had brought their 
gifts before her, which were piled up, or hung, 
in elegant order, on both fides of the entrance : 
wild-fowl, and dead game, from Sylvanus god 
of the woods : bafkets of fruit from Pomona : 
fheaves of various kinds of corn from Ceres : a 
pyramid adorned with clufters of grapes, gracified 
with their vine-leaves, from Bacchus ; and or- 
namented at the bottom with elegant vales and 
goblets : fifh of all forts, difpofed in bafkets, 
were prefented by Neptune: arms by Mars; 
and mufical inftruments by Apollo. An infcrip- 
tion over the gate explained the whole. 

Her majefty having gracioufly accepted thefe 
gifts, was received into the gates with a con- 
cert of flutes, and other foft mufic ; and alight- 
ing from her palfrey, (which (he always rode 
fingle) fhe was conveyed into her chamber: 
and her arrival was announced through the 
country by a peal of cannon from the ramparts ; 
and a difplay of fireworks at night. 

Here the queen was entertained nineteen 
days ; and it is recorded, that the entertainment 
coft the earl a thoufand pounds a day ; each of 
which was diverfified with mafks, interludes, 
hunting, mufic, and a variety of other amufe- 

ments. 
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ments. The queen's genius feems to have been 
greatly confulted in the pomp, and folemnity 
of the whole. Perhaps too it was confulted, 
when the claflical purity of thefe amufements 
relaxed ; and gave way, (as we find it fometimes 
did) to boxing, bear-baiting, and the buffoon* 
ery of the times. 

Among other compliments paid to the queen, 
in this gallant feftival, the great clock, which 
was fixed in Csefar's tower, was flopped, du- 
ring her majefty's continuance in the caftle; 
that while the country enjoyed that great blef- 
iing^ time might fland ftill. 
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SECT. IV. 



FROM Kenelworth-caftle we proceeded to 
Coventry. The. intervening country is 
flat. 



The tower of Coventry church, is a beauti- 
ful objedt ; but conftru<fted of the fame kind of 
mouldering, ftone, which we took notice of in 
the ruins of Kenelworjh ; and which indeed is 
better adapted to a decayed, than to a compleat 
pile* The ornamental parts of this tower are 
iuft in that ftate, , which one would wifh in a 
ruin : they poffefs a fort of rich mutilation : 
every part is in fome degree defaced; and yet 
the whole fo perfect, as to leave room for the 
imagination to put all together. In a ruin this f 
is enough : but where the parts are intire\ we 
require the ornaments to be fo too. 

E 4 As 
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As we leave Coventry, we find a red, gra- 
velly clay, covering a brown rock; which 
burfting here and there from the foil, often 
makes a pidturefque fore-grpund. ' The lanes arc 
clofe i and the country woody. 



Between Coventry, and Birmingham lies lord 
Aylsford's, an ancient feat, but now under 
the hands of improvement. The houfe, and 
grounds are both taking a new form, undejr 
the tafte of Mr. Brown, who fcems to be 
doing all, that a fituation, with but few ad- 
vantages, will allow. The houfe ftands in the: 
midft of a fcene rather flat. A rill, running 
near it, is changed into, a river. An elegant 
approach is conducted over it by a handfome 
bridge; and a belt, winding about two miles, 
is the circumference of the pleafure ground : but 
the country affords few objeds to inrich either 
a fore-ground, or a diftance, 

j 
The reft of the road to Birmingham leads, at 

firft, through an open country; which afters- 
wards 
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wards becomes woody and clofe ; and more plea- 
fan t, as we approach the town. x 

The buildings, which you fee fcattered about 
the landfcape, near Birmingham, are in* great 
profufion, and generally of a reddifh hue. For 
the country is populous; and the houfes are 
built of a kind of brick, which has a peculiar 
red caft. — This tint predominating in a country, 
as it does here, is very unpleafing. 



Near Birmingham we faw Bolton's hard- 
ware manufactory. It is a town under a 
fingle roof; containing about feven hundred 
work people. But notwithstanding it is a fcene 
of induftry, ..utility, and ingenuity, it is difficult" 
to keep the eye in humour among fo many fri- 
volous arts ; . and check it's looking with con- 
tempt on a hundred men employed iq. making 
a fnuff-box. * 



From 'Birmingham we left the great road, 
and pafled through a pleafant country to the 
Leafowes and Hagley, which lie within a few 
miles of each other. In our way we had a 
fweet ride through an oak-wood, at Smithwick. 

Few 
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fpot is dedicated, I think, with fome impropriety, 
to Virgil's genius ; and is one of thofe ambigu- 
ous paflages, which we are at a lofs, whether 
to blame, or to commend. From hence we 
pafs again into the lane, where we at firft en- 
tered. 



ThoMr. Shenftone has, on the whole, fhewn 
great tafte and ^legance, and has diverfified his 
views very much ; and been particularly happy 
in (that moft agreeable mode of defigo,) affix- 
ing fome peculiar chara&er to each fcene ; yet 
in fome things he has perhaps done too much ; 
and in others not enough. 

In' the ufe of water he has been too profufe. 
He colle&s it only from a few fprings, which 
ouze from his fwampy grounds. It was a force 
therefore in nature, to attempt either a river, 
or a lake. A cafcade, or a purling rill, fhould 
have fatisfied his ambition. Befides, like the 
water of all fwamps, the water of the Leafowes 
wants brilliancy. Frothed by a fall, or quick 
defcent, the impurities of it are lefs obferved : 
in gentle motion they are ftrikingj but in a. 
lake they are offenfive. It was ridiculous to fee* 
Naiads, invited, by infcriptions, to bathe their; 
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beauteous limbs in cryjlal pools, which flood 
before the eye, impregnated with all the filth 
which generates from ftagnation. 

He has done too much alfo in adorning his 
grounds fo profufely with urns, ftatues, and 
buildings ; which are commonly the moft ex- 
penfive, and the leaft beautiful parts of im- 
provement. In the adorned farm at leaft they 
are improper decorations. 

With his infer iptions, (in which many peo- 
ple fay, he has done too much alfo) I own,' I 
was pleafed. When inferiptions are well-writ- 
ten, and properly adapted, as thefe generally 
are, they raife fome leading thought ; and im- 
prefs the character of the fcene in ftronger ideas, 
than our own. 

In other things Mr. Shenftone has perhaps 
done too little. 

He might have thrown down more of his 
hedges : or, if that had been inconvenient, he 
might at leaft have concealed his inclofures 
more in plantations. His path on the higher 
grounds, in general, is too open ; and his fore- 
grounds are often regular f elds. This regula- 
rity might have been difguifed. The dijlances 
too would have appeared to more advantage, if 
they had been feen fometimes over a wood ; and 

fome- 
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fbmetimes through an opening in one; occa- 
lionally through interfaces among the boles of 
the trees. 

But Mr. Shenftone's great deficiency lay in 
not draining, and' cleaning his grounds. If 
he had made his verdure richer, tho at "the 
expence of his buildings, he had fhewn a 
purer tafte. But he chofe rather to lay out 
his money on what made the moft fhew, than 
on what would have been moft becoming. 
From what he has done however, it is eafy to 
conceive what he could have done • if he had 
had a country fuited to his ideas ; and a fortune 
fufficient to adorn it. 

I cannot leave thefe fcenes without remark- 
ing the peculiar beauty of his rocks, and cas- 
cades. 

Of all manufacturers, thofe of rocks are 
commonly the moft bungling. How often are 
we carried, in the improvements even of peo- 
ple of tafte, to fee apiece of rock-fcenery, con- 
lifting perhaps of half a dozen large ftones. 
They neither give us any idea of what they are 
intended to reprefent; nor are they probably 
fuited to the country, in which they are intro- 
duced. In our attempts to improve, if we do 

more 
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mare than- jttft adorn what/ nature has done, 
by planting, and giving a little play to the 
gfound, tfe err. To aim at changing the cha- 
ra&er of a country/ is abfufd. Where nature 
discourages, it is in vain to attempt. She 



-fcorns controul ; ihe will not bear 



One beauty foreign to the fpot, or foil, 
She gives thee to adorn : 'tW thine alone 
To mend, not change, her features 



Mr. Shenftone however has fucceeded the beft 
in his rock fcenery, becaufe he has done the 
ieaft* lie pretends only juft to fret his ftreams;* 
and break his cafcadesj and we readijy ac- 
knowledge, that his cascades, rocks, and ftreamfc 
$fle all as e&a& copies of nature, as we any > 
Tvheifc find. 



On leaving Mr, Shen&one's, a few miles 
brought us to Hagley. The evening was jfine j 
and we faw it in all it's glory. Yet we left it 
^foppointcd. The plan of Hagley, (if there 
-be any plan) is fo confufed, that it is impoflible 
W> ddfcribe it. There is no coherency of parts. 
One fcene is tacked to another; and any one 
Unight be removed without the leaft injury to 
t3je re&. • • 

A work 
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, A work of art, (be it what it .may, houfc* 
pidture, book, or garden,) however beautiful 
in it's underpartSy lofes half it's value, if the 
general } fiope of it be nolt obvious to conception. 
Even the wild fcene of nature, however pleaf* 
ing in itfelf, is ftill more pleafing, if the eye 
is able to combine it into a whole* 

But bbfcurtty in the general plan, is not the 
only objection we made to Hagley : it is formal 
in many of it's parts. The view at the en- 
trance is particularly unpleafing ; confifting of 
a lawn riling from the houfe -, clofed at the 
tipper end, with a regular femicircle of wood j 
agd adorned in the middle by an obelifk. * 

Many of thefe fcenes alfo are minute and 
trifling. The perfpe&ive view at the Palla- 
dian bridge, and the reverfe from the rotunda, 
are below criticifm. Such alfo is theitream 
conveyed, .in a channel, little wider than a 
drill, through the extent of a noble lawn. 
Some pains too have been taken to make it 
gurgle, as it runs. Mr. Shenftone wrought in 
miniature; and tho he rarely trifles, diminu- 
tive beauties were in part accommodated to his 
fcheme. But lord Lyttleton wrought on a 
larger fcale: his ideas ftiould have inlarged 
with it. His pencil fhould have fcorned the 

little 
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little touches of trifling exadtnefs: and he 
fhould have confidered that his piece both 
confifted of nobler objedts, and was to be feen 
at a greater diftance. 

Added to thefe defedfcs, there is a want alfo 
of variety. The fides of the hills are all 
planted ; and the vallies are all lawns. Through 
a fucceffion of thefe recefles you are carried. 
From one lawn you enter another, with little 
variation of the idea. The fame thought is 
repeated over and over; 



-Cingentibus ultima fylvis, 



Purus ab arboribus, fpe&abilis undiqufc campus : 

It would however be invidious not to con- 
fefs, that fome of the{e lawns, confidered as 
independent parts, are very beautiful* 
. Tbompforis feat exhibits a noble difplay of 
fcenery. You look acrofs a fpacious valley of 
a mile in extent; the whole a pafture, wind- 
ing at both ends from die eye. The oppofite 
bank, which condudts the fweep, is hung 
with wood. At one end of the valley is a 
diftant view into the country ; terminated by 
the Malvern hills. At the other, the woody 
bank is adorned by a modern ruin; which 
ftands well, but is an objedl too minute for 
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the fcene. One large round tower, with an 
underpart, or two, would have had $ better 
effedt at a diftance, than fuch a quantity of wall, 
and other trifling parts, which have been con- 
trived to anfwer fome purpofe of utility: 
whereas the only character fuch a ruin has to 
fupport, is 'that of being the dijiant ornament of 
a fcene y with which it's utility, if it have any, 
fhould coincide. If it doth not anfwer this 
end, the cow-houfe, or the keeper's lodge, or 
whatever it is, fhould occupy fome lefs diftin- 
guifhed ftation. Here, it only (hews us, that 
there fhould have been fomething, which we 
do not find. 

On the whole, tho there are certainly 
many very beautiful views- in thefc extenfive 
gardens, yet we may eafily conceive, the fame 
variety of ground, the fame profufioh.of wood, 
and the fame advantages of, water (tho in- this 
point the. deficiency is greateft) might have 
been fb combined as to produce a touch nobler 
whole. 

It may be added however, that only the 
common round of the garden has been here 
criticized. The rides in the park are very 
extenfive; and, as they are lefs drefTed, they 
may perhaps be more beautiful. The temple 

of 



( 67 ) 

of Thefeus flands very happily ; is a handfome 
object; and has as grand an effedt, as any thing 
of the kind can have. 

The houfe is a good modern pile ; but wants 
a dignity of fituation, fuitable to the capital of 
fuch extenfive dominions. 



f 2 SECT, 
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SECT. V, 



FROM lord Lyttleton's, we propofed to 
vifit Mr. Anfbn's, near Wolfley-bridge. 
Our rout led through Stourbridge, Wolver- 
hampton, and Penkridge. The country is rich 
and woody; but affords little that is pi&urefque. 
In many parts it is much disfigured by a new 
canal, which cuts it in pieces. 

One of the moft beautiful objedts in nature is 
a noble river, winding through a country ; and 
difcovering it's mazy courfe, fometimes half- 
concealed by it's woody banks ; and fometimes 
difplaying it's ample folds through the open 
vale. " 

It's oppofite, in every reaped:, is one of thefe 
cuts, as they are called. It's lineal, and angu- 
lar courfe— it's relinquifhing the declivities of 
the country ; and paffing over hill, and dale ; 
fometimes banked up on one fide, and fome- 
times on both— it's ftiarp, parallel edges, naked, 

F 3 and 



( t° ) 

and unadorned — all contribute to place it in the 
ftrongeft contraft with the river. An object 
may be difgufting in itfelf ; but it is ftill more 
fo, when it reminds you, by fome diftant re- 
femblance^ pf fomef^ing beautiful. 

At Penkridge we left the great road, and de- 
viated to the right, Qvex a wild heath, to Shuck- 
borough, th$ feat of Mr. Anfqn. • 

Mr. Anfon's improvements are nobly con^ 
^eived, waking their object the whple fape of* a 
country. Jt is a pity fo generous a defig$ ha4 
^ot beea dire&ed by a better taftq. His build- 
ings are all on Grecian, apd Roman jnpdels j 
apd foipe of them very beautiful. But they 
want accompaniments. • There is faroething 
rather abfurd in adorning a plain field with a 
triumphal qrch * or with the lanthern of De* 
?noflhen?s* re#or$d to ^11 it's fplendor. A po* 
lifhed jewel, fet in lead, is ridiculous. But 
above ^U, tffc Teoipte of the. winds, feated in a 
pool, inftead of being placed on a hill, is, ill* 
Rationed. As it is fome. time however, fince 
we £w the fcenes of S&uckborough, they may 
pow be greatly alters^ and improved. The 

Temple 
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Temple of the winds, I fear, muft ever ftand 
as it does. 

The houfe contains little worth notice. It is 
furnitfied in a frippery fort -of Chinefc manner. 
There are few pictures of value. The hall is 
adorned with the naval achievements of lord 
Anfon by Scot; in which the genius of the 
painter has been regulated by the articles of 
war. The line of battle is a miferable arrange- 
ment oh canvas ; and it is an aft of inhumanity 
in an admiral to injoin it. If the line of battle 
mtrft be introduced, it fhould be formed at a 
difknce; and the ftrefs laid on lome of the 
(hips, at one end of the line, brought into 
a&ion, near the eye. 

The drawing-room is hung with large ruins, 
in dijlemper> by Dahl. They are touched with 
fpirit; but the compofition wants fimplicity. 
There is a rawnefs alfo, and want of force in 
dijlemper; tho it certainly gives a more pleafing 
furface for the eye to reft on, than oil-painting, 
which cannot be diverted of the delufive lights 
of varnifli. 



The windows of the room, in which thefe 
pi&ures hang, look towards a pile of artificial 
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ruins in the park. But Mr. Anfon has been 
lefs happy in fabricating fi&itious ruins ; than 
in reftoring fuch as are real. 

If a ruin be intended to take a ftation merely 
in fome diftant, inacceflible place ; one or two 
points of view are all that need be provided 
for. The conftrudtion therefore of fuch a ruin 
is a matter of lefs nicety. It is a ruin in a 
pidture. 

But if it be prefented an the fpot, as this is, 
where the fpedtator may walk round it, and 
furvey it on every fide — perhaps enter it — the 
conftrudion of it then becomes a matter of 
great difficulty. 

This difficulty arifes firft from the neceflity of 
conftrudting it on as regular, and ..uniform a 
plan, as if it had been a real edifice. Not only 
the fituation, and general form of the caftle, or 
the abbey, fhould be obferved ; but the feveral 
parts fhould at leaft be fo traced out, that an 
eye, fkilled in fuch edifices, may eafily invefti- 
gate the parts, which are loft, from the parts, 
which remain. There ihould always be the 
disjeSfa membra. So that in conftrudting a ruin, 
no part fhould be prefented, which the eye does 
not eafily conceive muft neceffarily have been 
there, if the whole had been compleat. 

' * Nor 



( 71 ) 

Nor is the expence, which attends the con«* 
ftru&ion of fuch a ruin, a trifling difficulty. 
The pi&urefque ruin muft have no vulgarity of 
ihape : it muft convey the idea of grandeur : 
And no ruins, that I- know, except thofe of a 
caftle, or an abbey, are fuited to this purpofe j 
and both thefe are works of great expence. 

But, you fay, a fart only need be introduced. 
It is true. But if your fcene be ample, (arid you 
Would introduce it in no other,) the part, you 
introduce, muft be ample alfo.* A paltry ruin 
is of no value, A grand one is a work of 
magnificence. A garden-temple, or a Palla- 
dian bridge, may eafily be effected : but fuch a 
portion of ruin, as will give \ any i idea of a caftle, 
or an abbey, that is worth difplaying, requires 
an expence equal to that of the manfion you 
inhabit. 

There is great art, and difficulty alfo in exe- 
cuting a building of this kind* It is not every 
man, who can build a houfe, that can execute 
a ruin. To give the ftone it's mouldering ap- 
pearance — to make the widening chink run 
naturally through v all the joints — to mutilate 
the ornaments — to peel the facing from the in- 
ternal ftrudture — to fhew how correfpondent 
parts have once united ; tho now the chafm 
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runs wide between them — and to fcatter heaps 
of ruin around with negligence arid eaie ; are 
great efforts of art ; much too delicate for the 
hand of a common workman; and what we 
very rarely fee performed. 

Befides, after all, that art can beflow, you 
muft put your ruin at laft into the hands of na- 
ture to adorn, and perfedt it. If the moffes, 
and lychens grow unkindly on your walls— if 
the ftreaming weather-flains have produced no 
variety of tints — if the ivy refufes to mantle over 
your buttrefs ; or to creep among the ornaments 
of your Gothic window — if the afh, cannot be 
brought to hang from the cleft ; or long, fpiry 
grafs to wave over the fluttered battlement— 
your ruin will ilill be incomplete — you may as 
well write over the gate, Built in the year 1772. 
Deception there can be none. The characters 
of age are wanting. It is time alone, which 
meliorates the ruin ; which gives it perfect 
beauty ; and brings it, if I may fo {peak, to a 
ftate of nature. 

On laying all thefe difficulties together, we 
fee how arduous a matter it is to conftrud: fuch 
a ruin, as is to be feen on tbejpot. When it is 
well done, we allow, that nothing can be 
more beautiful: but we fee every where fo 
many abfurd attempts of this kind, that when 
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wt walk through a piece of improved ground ; 
juid hear next of toeing carried to fee the ruins, 
jf the mafter of the fcene be with us, we dread 
the ix*cpunter. 



From Mr. Anfon's we continued our rout to 
Stone by Wolfley-bridge, through the fame 
kind of rich, pleafant country : and from thence, 
in our way to Newcaftle, we propofed to take a 
view of lord Gower's. But a fhower of rain 
prevented us. As far however, as we could 
judge from a hafty glance, the grounds about 
Trentham are laid out with great fimplicity and 
elegance. The fituation of the houfe is low. 
Before it lies an extenfive lawn, half-incircled 
with rifing grounds ; along which the planta- 
tions fweep in one great, varied line* 

From NewcafHe we took our rout to Man- 
chefter. In our road we wifhed for time to 
have vifited the potteries of Mr. Wedgwood; 
where the elegant arts of old Etruria are revived. 
It would have been pleafing to fee all thefc 
works in their progrefs to perfe&ion; but it 
was of lefs moment ; as the forms of all his 
Tufcan vafcs were familiar to us. 

One 
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One great principle in the conftruftion of & 
Tufcan vafe, relates to the mode of fetting on 
the handle. It always rifes from the veflelj 
with which it is united ; and of which it makes 
a part. The ftrength and beauty of the veflel 
depends fo much on this principle $ that one 
would wonder, how it fhould ever be overlook- 
ed; and indeed I have fometimes obferved it in 
the conftrudion of fome of our coarfer jars j for 
the fake probably of the ftrength, which it adds 
to the handle. But in general, it is totally 
negle&ed ; and the handles of our modern 
veflels, whether of clay, or of metal, tho ibme 
of them very coftly, inftead of making a part of 
the veflels themfelves, are awkwardly fixed tQ 
them. 



At Talk-on- the-hill the views are extenfive, 
and beautiful on both fides : the ground is well 
difpofed ; and the laudfcape woody. 



As we defcended, the knolls, and little de- 
preflions of the country, which feen from the 
higher grounds, were flat, and undiftinguifhed, 
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became now hills and vallies, adding new 
modes of variety, # 



We foon however left all this landfcape be- 
hind, and entered an unpleafant .country. But 
after we had paffed Holm's-chapel, and a 
dreary common beyond it ; a beautiful landfcape 
opened, in which we continued many miles. 
The road often led through groves of oak ; and 
, often through lanes imbowered with lofty trees ; 
which were beautiful in their natural limplicity 
beyond the improvement of art. 



The duke of Bridgewater's works near Man- 
chefter are very great. We admire equally the 
grandeur of the conception, and the fkill of the 
execution. In a painter's eye indeed, we have 
juft feen, that works of this kind are of little 
value. 

From Worfley-mills we took a barge to 

Manchefter ; but found little amufement in our 

voyage, except that of exchanging a rough, 

jolting motion over rugged pavements; with 

that of gliding gently along the furface of a 

fmooth canal. 
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We were ftruck with one appearance indeed 
of a Angular kind 5 that of Chap-mofsj 
which ftretching on the right along the fpace 
of thirty miles, held the eye in fufpence, 
through the fhades of twilight, whether it were 
land, or water. It's colour fpoke it one 1 it's 
ferface, the other. 



From Manchester, around which the country 
ife not unpleafant, we purfued our rout to Prefton, 
sind Lancafter. Great part of the road to Bol- 
ton is beautiful. The views about Riftgleyy 
where a confiderable ftream forces it's way, 
between fteep, woody banks, are very pidhi- 
fefque. They were the more pleafing, as we 
came upon them by accident; having been* 
obliged to leave the great road, which fome late 
floods had made impaflable by carrying away af 
bridge. 



From Bolton we afcended a : height!* of four 
miles, over a fort of cultivated mountaih. The 
country, that lay ftretched beneath, on the lefty 
was foftened, without any intervening grotuidsy 
into a blue diftance. When we defeended the 
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heights, and entered it, it wore a pleafing, va- 
riegated for-m. • It was woody too, and adorned 
with little rills, every where working along the 
vallies. 



Between. Charly and Prefton there is like- 
wife much high ground, which let us down, 
like the heights of Bolton, into a pleafant fcene, 
rich, flat, and woody. 



As we approached Prefton, the retrofpedt of 
Walton-church, over the windings of the Kib- 
ble, is very beautiful. 



From Prefton to Garftang the country is un- 
pleafant. The ground is varied ; but it is de- 
ficient in wood, and has not dignity to fupport 
itfelf without it. 



Here firft the mountains begin to rife ; and 
give us a profpedt of the country before us. 
But they yet affume no formidable features. 
Tinged with light azure, they only fkirted the 
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horizon; and at a great diftance accompanied 
us, in a lengthened chain on the left. 



As we approach Garftang, the caftle, tho 
ruined into a mere block, and without beauty, 
becomes an objedt, where there is no other. 



From Garftang to Lancafler there is little 
change in the landfcape. It ftill continues 
bleak v and unpleafant. But as we now ap- 
proached the mountains, every objed began 
to proclaim the rugged fcenes, into which we 
were entering. The country we now traverfed, 
may be called a kind of connecting thread : 
itfelf of an uncharadterized fpecies, ftriking us 
with no determined features. It has neither 
the grandeur of the mountain-fcene ; nor the 
chearfulnefs of the fylvan. What wood there 
is, is poor, and fhrivelled : for we now fkirted 
the bay of Cartmel ; and the fea-air having 
caught the trees, had impoverifhed their foliage, 
ftinted their growth, and deftroyed their very 
form, with unufual rigour. 
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At a mile's diftance Lancafter-caftle riles to 
view. It's lofty fituation, it's maffy towers, 
and extenfive buildings (for it is conne&ed with 
the church) give an air of grandeur to it's ap- 
pearance: but as the parts are neither well 
fhaped, nor well combined* it is but an indif- 
ferent objeft from any point; On the fpot, the 
moft beautiful part is a noble front ; which, 
with it's other grand appendages, afford fuffi- 
cient matter for the curiofity of an antiquarian. . 

On the other fide of the town the river Lune, 
which is a noble piece of water,, when the tide 
is full, fufficiently adorns the landfcape. 

But here the Lune is a bufy* noify fcene, 
banked with quays; covered with (hipping; 
and refounding with nautic clamour. Far 
otherwife is it's paflage, a few miles above, 
through the vale of Lonfdale ; where quietly, 
and unobferved, it winds - around projecting 
rocks — forms circling boundaries to meadows, 
paftured with cattle — and pafles through groves 
and thickets, which, in fabulous times, might 
have been the haunt of wood-gods. In one 
part, taking a fudden turn, it circles a little, 
delicious fpot, forming it into a peninfula, 
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called vulgarly, the wheel of Lune. Here once 
dwelt an ancient hermit ; where his eyes law 
nothing, nor wifhed to fee any thing, except 
the fweet vale, in which he lived. 

From the caftle-hill, or rather from the 
church-yard, we had a very extenfive view, 
composed of the grandeft objects. Along the 
meadows below, the river Lune, now an eftu- 
ary, and adorned with a variety of coafting 
veflels, (leffening to the eye, through it's fcve- 
ral reaches,) haftens to the fca. In a mile or 
two, it enters the bay of Cartmel ; which 
filled with the tide, prefents a noble extent of 
water, ten or twelve miles acrofs, bounded by 
the mountains of Furaefs j which extend through 
vaftfpacej and then circling the head of the 
bay, form many a fhooting promontory, and 
many a winding /hore. 

„ This exterifion of wild country we looked at 
with regret, knowing the many noble fcenes it 
contained, which we had not time to vifit. 
We were obliged to reft fatisfied with forming 
imaginary pictures among the blue mifts of the 
mountains. Our guide, an unlettered fwain, 
pointed out, in the broad dialed: of his country, 
the feveral fpots— where the ruins of Furnefs- 
abbey lay fequeftered in a lowly vale — where, far 

to 



. ( «3 ) 

to the weft, Peel-caftle, running boldly out 
into the water, commanded the entrance of the 
bay— where, deep beneath thofe purplifh moun- 
tains, the lake of Conifton occupied & valley fifc 
miles in length— where Holker-hall; andBard^ 
fey ; and Conifhed, founded on the fite of an 
ancient priory; and many other places of re* 
nowned fituatioxi, were all furrounded with 
feenes of grandeur; and each, as fur as -we 
could judge from our intelligence, ..with fcenei 
peculiar to itfclf* 



"From Lancafter, in our rdut to Kendal, thtf 
country, every ftep, becomes more character- 
iftic* High, (helving grounds arife on the right j 
and on the left, at every opening, we have 
different views of the bay of Cartmel* and of 
the mountains of Furnefs. The fore-ground is 
every where adorned with large, detached ftones t 
which indicate the rocks we approach. 



A little beyond Burton we left the great road, 
and took a circuit of two or three miles to fee 
the country about Mil thorp, and Levcns. 

G 2 Cart- 
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Cartmel-bay branches here into a creek ; on 
the eaftern fide of which lies Mil thorp, a little 
coafting-port-town ; and near it Dalham-tower, 
in a pleafant park, defended by a hill from the 
fea-air. All around we have beautiful views, 
confifting of woody fore-grounds, and, of dis- 
tances compofed of different parts of this little 
efluary, and it's appendant mountains. 

As we proceeded higher up the creek, the 
views increafed in beauty. About Levens, a 
feat of the earl of Suffolk, there is a happy com- 
bination, of every thing that is lovely and great 
in landfcape* It ftands at the head of the creek, 
upon the Kenet, a wild romantic flream, which 
rufhes into the tide, a little below. The houfe, 
incompaiTed with hilly grounds, is well fcreened 
from the pernicious eiiedts of the fea-air. But 
we did not ride up to it. The woods with 
which it abounds, we were told, grow luxuri- 
antly; and the views at hand are as pleafing, as 
thofe at a diftance, are great y which confift of 
a lengthened beach of fand along the creek ; and 
of Whitbarrow-cragg, a rough, and very pi&u- 
refque promontory; with other high lands, 
fhooting into the bay. 

Among 
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Among the beautiful objefts of diftance, we 
confider a winding fand-beach, efpecially when 
feen from a woody fore-ground. It's hue, 
amid the verdure of foliage, is a pleafant, chaf- 
tifing tint. When the tide flows, the fands 
change their appearance, and take the flill 
more plcafing form of a noble lake. 

Levens is at prefent in a negledted ftate : but 
is certainly capable of being made equal to al- 
pjoft any fcene in England. 



From hence we proceeded to Kendal ; fituated 
Jn a wild, unpleafant country, which contains 
no ftriking objedts ; and cannot be formed into 
any of thofe pleafing combinations, which con- 
ftitute a pidture. Here and there a view may 
be found; though but feldom. The caflle, 
which is a mere ruin, is in fome fituations, 
efpecially near the bridge, a good objedt. 



Between Kendal and Amblefide, the wooc* 
increafes in grandeur ; but the fcenery it, «'\ «1 
undetermined. The whole is a fort of cor.:-* w; 
greatnefs. 
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mous fize difqualifying them for objefts at 
hand. In the removed part of a picture there- 
fore, the mountain properly appears; where 
it's immenfity, reduced by diftance, can be 
taken in by the eye ; and it's monftrous fea- 
tures, lofing their deformity, aflume a foftndi 
which naturally belongs not to them. 

I would not however be underftood to mean, 
that a mountain is proper only to clofe an ex- 
tended view. It may take it's ftation in a 
fecond, or third diftance with equal propriety. 
And even on a fore-ground, a rugged corner 
of it's bafe may be introduced ; tho it's upper 
regions afpire, far beyond the limits -of any 
picture. 



Having thus premifed the Jtation, which i 
mountain properly occupies in landfcape, we 
fhall now examine the mountain itfelf ; • in which, 

four things particularly ftrike us it's line — 

the obje$S) which adorn it's furface — it's tints 
—and it's light andfiade. 



The beauty of a diftant mountain in a great 
meafure, depends on the line it traces alpng 

the 
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the iky ; which is generally of a lighter hue. 
The pyramidal fliape, and eafy flow of an 
irregular line, will be found in the mountain, 
&s m other delineatidns, the trueft fource of 
beauty. 

. Mountains therefore rifing in regular, ma- 
thematical lines, or in whimfical, grotefque 
/hapes, are difpleafing. Thus Burnfwark, a 
mountain on the fouthern border of Scotland; 
Thorp-Claud, near Dovedale in Derbyshire, 
efpecially when feen from the garden at Ham ; 
and a mountain in Cumberland, which from 
it's peculiar appearance in fbme fituations, takes 
the name of Saddfe-back, all form difagreeable 
lines. And thus many of the pointed fummits 
of the Alp$;*v§ >obje6ts rather of Angularity, 
than of beauty. Such forms alfo as fuggeft 
the idea of lumpifh heavinefs are difgufting — 
round, fwelling forms, without any break to 
difincumber them of their weight. 

Indeed a continuity of line without a break, 
whether it be concave y firelight* or convex > will 
always difpleafe, becaufe it wants variety; 
unlefs indeed it be well contrafted with other 
forms. The efFedt alfo of a broken line is 
t>ad, if the breaks are regular. 

The 
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The Sources of deformity in the mountain- 
line will eafily fuggeft thofe of beauty. If the 
line fwell eafily to an apex; and yet by irregu- 
lar breaks, which may be varied in a thou&nd 
modes, it muft be pleafing. 

And yet abruptnefs itfelf is fometimes a fource 
of beauty, either when it is in contrail with 
other parts of the line ; or \vhen rocks, or 
Other objedts, account naturally for it. 

The fame principles, on which we feekfor 
beauty m Jingle mountains, will help us to find 
it in a combination of them. Mountains in 
compojkion are confidered as Jingle obje&s, and 
follow the fame rules. If they break into 
mathematical, or fantaftic forms — if they join 
heavily together in lumpifh fhapes— if they fall 
into each other at right-angles — or if their 
lines run parrallel — in all thefe cafes, the com- 
bination will be more or lefs difgufting : and a 
converfe of thefe will of courfe be agreeable. 



f Having drawn the lines 9 which mountains 
fhould form, let us next fill them up, and vary 
them with tints. 

Th* 
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The objects, which cover the furface of 
mountains, are wood, rocks, broken ground, 
heath, and mofles of various hues. 

Ovid has very ingenioufly given us the furni- 
ture of a mountain in the transformation of 
Atlas* 



-Jam barba, comaecjue 



In fylvas abeunt ; juga funt hiimerique, manufque : 
Quod caput ante fuit, fummo "eft in monte cacumen : 
OiTa lapis fiunt, . p ■■ m 

His hair and' beard become trees, and' other 
vegetable fubftance ; his bones, rocks ;■ and his 
head, and fhoulders, fumjttits, and promon- 
tories. But to defcribe minutely the farts 

of a dijiant objeft (for we are confidcring a 
mountain in this light) would be to invert the 
rules of perfpe&ive, by making that ftjtinSt, 
which fhould be obfeure. I fhall confider there- 
fore all that variety, which covers the furface 
of diftant mountains, as blended together in 
one mafs j and made the ftratum of thofc tints, 
which we often find playing upon them. 

Thefe tints^ which are the moft beautiful 
ornaments of the mountain, are of all colours; 
but the moft prevalent are yellow, and purple. 
We can hardly confider blue as a mountain- 
tint. It is the mere colour of the intervening 

air 
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air— the hue, which naturally inverts all diftant 
objects, as well aS mountains • The late Dn 
Brown, author of the Eftimate, in a defcrip* 
tion, which he printed, of the lake ofKefwick, 
very juftly calls thefe tints the yellow Jireams of 
light, the purple hues, and mifiy azure of the 
mountains. They are rarely permanent; but 
feem to be a fort of floating, £lky colours — 
always in motion-s-always in harajpny— rand 
playing with a thoufand changeable varieties 
into each other. They are literally colours 
dipped in heaven, 

The variety of thefe tints depends on many 
circumftan£es — the feafon of the year — the hour 
of the day — a dry, or a moift atmofphere. 
The lines and Jhapes of, mountains (features 
ftrongly marked) are eafily caught and retained : 
but thefe meteor-forms, this rich fluctuation 
of airy hues, offer fuch a profufion of variegated 
fplendor, that they are continually illuding the 
ey6 with breaking into each other; and are 
loft, as it endeavours to retain them. TJhis airy 
colouring, tho in funfhine it appears moft 
brilliant; yet in fome degree it is generally 
found in thofe mountains, where it prevails. 

In the late voyages round the world, publifhr 
ed by Dr. Hawkfworth, we haye an account 

of 
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of the great beauty of the colouring obferved on 
the peak of Tenerifie : " It's appearance at 
" fun-fet, fays the author, was very ftriking. 
44 When the fun was below the horizon, and 
" the reft of the ifland appeared of a deep black ; 
**. the mountain ftill reflected his rays, and 
44 glowed with a warmth of colouring, which 
44 no painting can exprefs." — The refie&ion of 
the rays, which ghwtd with a warmth of colour- 
ing, is intended, I fuppofe, as a defcriptiain of 
thofe beautiful tints, which I have ^been men- 
tioning. I know not what to fay to the deep 
black, which inverted the fkirts, of the ifland of 
fun-fet. Deep fhadows are the appendages of 
a morning-fun. The fhades of evening have 
long a brilliancy in them, even after the fun is 
below the horizon . 

The rays of the fun, which are the caufe of 
all colour, no doubt, produce thefe tints to the 
eye; yet we muft believe there is fomething 
peculiar in the furfaces of fome mountains, 
which difpofe them to refle.d: the rays with fuch 
variety of tints. On many mountains thefe 
appearances are not obfervable ; and where the 
furface is uniform, the tint will be fo likewife. 
44 The effedt in queftion, fays Mr. Lock, re- 
44 marking on this paffage, is very familiar to 

44 me 



( 94 ) 

f * me. I few it almoft every evening in Savoy, 
€€ when the fun (hone. It is only on the tops 
" of the higheft mountains, that the efFeft is 
u perfedt. Mount Blanc being covered with 
€€ the pureft fnow, and having no tint of it's 
" own, was often of the brighteft rofe-colour.'* 



Having thus given the mountain a line* 
filled it with objedfcs ; and fpread over it a beau- 
tiful aflemblage of tints j it remains laftly to 
throw the whole into light and fhade, — He 
who would ftudy light and fhade, muft repair 
to the piountains. There he will fee their moil 
magnificent efFedts. 

In every objedfc we obferve a double effedt of 
illumination, that of the parts, and that of the 
whole. In a building the cornices, the pilafters, 
and other ornaments, are Jet off, in the lan- 
guage of art, with light and fhade. Over this 
partial effedt are fpread the general mafles. If 
is thus in mountains. 

Homer, who had a genius as pidturefque as 
Virgil, (tho he feems to have known little of 
the art of painting) was ftruck with two things 
in his views of .mountains — —with thofe cavi- 
ties and proje&ions, which abound upon their * 

fur- 
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furfaees— — <uid with what he calls their Jha- 
doling forms. Of the former* he takes notice, 
when he fpeaks of a fingle mountain ; of the 
latter, when he %eaks of mpuntains in combi- 
nation*. Npw it is plain, that in both thefe 
cafes he was pleafed with the efFedt of light and 
(hade. In one the partial efiedt is marked : in 
the other, the general. 

The cavities which he obferved, and which 
are feen only from their being the deep receffes 
of (hade, together with £he rocks, and little 
proje&ions, whkJh are vifible only from catch- 
ing a ftronger ray of light, contribute to pro- 
duce the partial edfedt— that richnefs, and va- 
riety on the fides of diftant mountains, which 
would otherwise be a difplay of flat, fatiguing 
furface. The obje&s themfelves are formlefs, 
and indiftinft ; yet, by prefenting different fur- 
naces for the light to reft on, the rich and va- 
riegated efle<5t, here mentioned, is produced. 



• Under the firft idea he fpeaks of Mount Olympus, which 
ht cz\\s voXuKTvx<&< t qt many <v allied* H* 8 4 11 * 

Under the fecond, he fpeaks of that chain of mountains, 
which feparate Phthia from the fouthern parts of Greece. 



t 
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the foil of the country, clay, or mud; and 
give a correfpondent tinge to the water. 

In fome things the fen and the pool agree. 
They both take every thing in, and let nothing 
out. Each of them is in fummer a fink of pu- 
trefadtion$. and the receptacle of all thofe un- 
clean, misfhapen forms in animal life, which 
breed and batten in the impurities of ftagnationj 

Where putrefaction into life ferments, 
And breathes deflruttive myriads. 



Very different is the origin of the lake. It's 
magnificent, and marble bed, formed in th§ 
taverns, and deep recefles of rocky mountains, 
received originally the pure pellucid waters of 
fome rufhing torrent, as it came firft from the 
hand of nature — arrefted it's courfe, till the 
fpacious, and fplendid bafon was filled brim~ 
full ; and then difcharged the ftream, unfullied, 
and undiminifhed, through fome winding vale, 
to form other lakes, or increafe the dignity of 
fome imperial river. Here no impurities find 
entrance, either of animal, or of vegetable life ; 



-Non illic canna paluftris, 



Nee fleriles qlvae, nee acuta cufpide junci. 

From 



( 'I*! ) 

From the brifk circuktioh of fluid through 
thefe animated bodies of water, a great mafter 
of nature has nobly ftyled them, living lakes: 



Viviqtte lacus.- 



-Speluncae, 



and indeed nothing, which is not really alive,^ 
deferves the appellation better. For befides the 
vital ftreani, which principally feeds them, they 
receive a thoufand little gurgling rills, which 
trickling through a thoufand veins, give life, 
and fpirit to every part. 
» 

The principal incidents obfervable in lakes, 
are, their line of boundary — their ijlands — and 
the different appearances of the furface of the 
water. 

The line of boundary is very various.. Some- 
times it is boldly broken by a proje&ing pro- 
montory — fometimes indented by a creek — 
fometimes it ferpentines along an irregular fhore 
— and fometimes fwells into a winding bay. In 
each of thefe circumftances it is fufceptible of 
beauty; in all, it certainly deferves attention: 
for as it is a line of feparation betweeen land and 
water, it is of courfe fo confpicuous a boundary, 
that the leaft harflinefs in it is difcernible. I 

H 3 have 
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have known many a good landfcdpe injured by 
a bad water boundary. 

This line, it may be further obferved, varies 
under different circumftances. When the eye 
is placed upon the lake, the line of boundary is 
a circular thread, with little variation ; unlefs 
when fbme promontory of more than ufual 
magnitude flioots into the water. All fmaller 
irregularities are loft. The particular beauty 
of it under this circumftance, confifts in the 
oppofition between fuch a thread, and the irre- 
gular line formed by the fummits of the moun- 
tains. 

But when the eye is placed on the higher 
grounds, above the level of the lake, the line 
of boundary takes a new form ; and what ap- 
peared to the levelled eye a circular thread, be- 
becomes now a varied line, projecting, and 
retiring more or lefs, according to the degree of 
the eye's elevation. The circular thread was 
indebted for it's principal beauty to contraft: 
but this, like all other elegant lines, has the 
additional beauty of variety. 

And yet, vafome cafes the levelled eye has the 
advantage of the elevated one. The line, which 
forms an acute angle from the higher fituation, 

mav 
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may be foftened, when feen from the water, 
into an eafy curve* 



The ijlands fall next under our view, Thdfo 
are either a beauty, or a deformity to the lake j 
as they are fhaped, or ftationed* 

If the ifland be round, or of any other re- 
gular form ; or if the wood upon it be thick 
and heavy (as I have obferved fome planted 
with a clofe grove of Scotch fir) it can never 
be an objedt of beauty. At bandy it is a heavy 
lump : at a diftance> a murky fpot* 

Again, if the ifland, (however beautifully 
fhaped, or planted ;) be feated in the centre of 
a round lake ; in the focus of an oval one * or 
in any other regular pofition ; the beauty of if 
is loft, at leaft in fome points of view. 

But when it's lines, aiid (hape are both irre- 
gular — when it is ornamented with ancient oak, 
rich in foliage, but light and airy — and when 
it takes fome irregular fituation in the lake/ 
then it is an bbjeft truly beautiful — beautiful in 
itfelf, as well as in competition. It muft how- 
ever be added, that it would be difficult to place 
fuch an objed in any fituation, that would be 
equally pleafing from every fland. 

H 4 The 
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The furface of the lake offers itfelf laft to ob- 
fervation. The feveral incidents, which arife 
here, are all owing to the fky, and the difpofi-*. 
tion of the water to receive it's impreffion. 

That the iky is the great regulator of the 
colour of the water, is known to all artifts. 

Olli caeruleus fupra caput aftitit imber, 

Nd&em hycmemque fercns ; et inhorruit unda tenebris* 

And again 

Jamque rube/cebat radii s mare, et athere ab alto 
Aurora in rofeis fulgebat lutea bigis. 

The effed: indeed holds univerfally ; as water 
in all cafes, expofed to the iky, will ad as a 
mirror to it. 

In the darknefs of a brooding ftorm, we have 
juft fccn, the whole body of the water will be 
dark : inhorruit unda tenebris. 

In clear, and windy weather, the breezy 
ruffled lake, as Thomfbn calls it, is a fhattered 
mirror:, It refledts theferenity; but reflects it 
partially. The hollow of each wave is com-* 
monly in fhadow, the fummit is tipped with 
light. The light or fhadow therefore prevails, 
according to the pofition of the waves to the 

eye : 
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eye : and at a diftance, when the fummits of 
the waves, agreeably to the rules of perfpedtive, 
appear in contact, the whole furface in that 
part will be light. 

But when the Iky is fplendid, and at the 
fame time calm, the water (being then a perfedi 
mirror,) will glow all over with correfpondent 
tints j unlefs other reflections, from the objedts 
around, intervene, and form more vivid pic- 
tures. 

Often you will fee a fpacious bay, fcreened 
by ibme proje&ing promontory, in perfect re- 
pofe j while the reft of the lake, more pervious 
to the air, is crifped over by a gentle ripple* 

Sometimes alfo, when the whole lake is tran- 
quil, a gentle perturbation will arife in fome 
diftant part, from no apparent caufe, from a 
breath of air, which nothing elfe can feel, and 
creeping foftly on, communicate the tremulous 
fhudder with exquifite fenfibility over half the 
furface. In this obfervation I do little more 
than tranflate from Ovid: 



-Exhorruit, aequoris inftar, 



Quod fremit, exigua cum fummum flringitur aura. 

No pool, no river-bay, can prefent this idea 
in it's utmoft purity. In them every cryftalline 
particle is fet> as it were, in a focket of mud. 

Their 
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Their lubricity is loft. More or lefs, they all 
flow cum gurgite Jlavo. But the lake, like 
Spencer's fountain, which fprang from the 
limpid tears of a nymph, 



•is chaft, and pore, as pureft fnow, 



Ne lets her waves with any filth be dyed. 

Refined thus from every obftrudtion, it is 
tremblingly alive all over ; the mereft trifle, a 
frifking fly, a falling leaf, almoft a found 
alarms it ; 



-that found, 



Which from the mountain, previous to the ftorm, 
Rolls o'er the muttering earth, difturbs the flood, 
And ihakes the fore ft- leaf without a breath. 

This tremulous ihudder is fometimes evea 
ftill more partial: It will run in lengthened 
parallels, and feparate the reflections upon the 
furface, which are loft on one iide, and taken 
up on the other. This is perhaps the moft 
pi&urefque form, which water alTumes; as it 
affords the painter an opportunity of throwing 
in thofe lengthened lights and fhades, which 
give the greateft variety and clearnefs to water. 

There is another appearance on the furfaces 
of lakes, which we cannot account for on any 
principle either of optics, or of perfpedtive. 

When 
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When there is no apparent caufe in the Jiy 9 the 
water will fometimes appear dappled with large 
fpots of (hade. It is poffible thefe patches may 
have connexion with the bottom of the lake ; 
as naturalifts fuppofe, the fhining parts of the 
fea are occafioned by the' fpawn of fifh : but it 
i6 more probable, that in ibme way* they are 
connected ^ith the Iky, as they are generally 
efteemed in the country to be a weather-gage. 
The people will often fay, " It will be no 
" hay-day to day, the lake is full of /hades." 

1 never myfelf faw this appearance ; or I 

might be able to give a better account of it : 
but I have heard it fo often taken notice of; 
that I fuppofe there is at leaft fome ground for 
the obfervation. Tho, after all, I think it 
probable thefe fhades may be owing only to 

floating clouds.-* " I have often, fays Mr. 

€€ Locke, remarked this appearance on the 
" lake of Geneva, without being able to affign 
" a fatisfa&ory reafon ; and the people of die 
" country, I mean the philofophic part of 
" thenv are equally at a lofs. If the fpot 
" were the fl^adow of a pafling cloud ; a va- 
" pour, denfe enough to intercept the rays of 
" the fun, would certainly, when fufpended 
"in £ clear iky, be vifible, and immediately 

" account 
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€i account for the appearance. But perhaps 
$€ the effeft may be derived from a caufe, 
" diametrically oppofitc to the denfity of vapour. 
Let us fuppofe a partial rarenefs of the 
vapours, diffolved in the atmofphere juft 
above the fpot: while every other part of 
€€ the fky fheds light by the reverberation of 
" rays on the furface of the lake, that part 
" alone (heds but little ; and leaves a corre- 
" fpondent fpot on the water, which compared 
€€ with the fplendor of the furrounding parts,' 
" appears dark. — This ftate of the fky may 
€C very well be confidered as a weather-gage \ 
€C becaufe partial rarefaftions deftroy the equi- 
€C librium of the air." 



From this great variety, however, which 
the furfaces of lakes aflume, from various 
caufes, we may draw this conclufion, that the 
painter may take great liberties, in point of 
light and (hade, in his reprefentation of water. 
It is, in many cafes, under no rule, that we are 
acquainted with; or under rules fo lax, that 
the imagination is left very much at large. 



On 
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On the fubje<& of lakes, I have only farther 
to add, that many bodies of water, under this 
denomination, are found upon the fummits of 
lofty mountains. In this fituatiqn they are 
commonly mere bafons, or relervoirs; and 
want the pleafing accompaniments, which 
adorn- the lower lakes. Lakes of this .kind 
are a colle&ion of fprings; and difcharge 
themfelves , generally from their elevated na- 
tions in cafcades. 



SECT. 
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SECT. VIIL 



WE have now made a confiderable advance 
towards a landfcape. The iky is laid 
in; a mountain fills the pffskip* and a lake* 
with it's accompaniments! takes poflcflion of a 
nearer diftance. Nothing but lifore^greund h 
wanting ; and for this we have great choice of 
obje&s — broken grmnd--*trces—*rocks~~cqfcade£ 
—and valties. 



In a diftance the ruling character is fender- 
nefs ; which on a fore-ground, gives way to 
what the painter calls force, and richnefs. 
Force arifes from a violent oppofition of colour, 
light, and fhade : richnefs confifts in a variety 
of parts, and glowing tints. In fome degree, 
richnefs is found in a diftance; but never, 
united with force ; for in%a diftance, tho the 
lights may be ftrong, and the parts varied j yet 

the 
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the fhades and tints will evqr be faint, and 
tender. - 

In the mean time, this oppofition on the 
fore-ground, violent as it is, muft always be 
fubjed; to the ruling maffes of light and fhade, 
and colouring, which harmonize the whole. 

The effedt of this harmony is breadth, or 
repofe. It's oppofiteis^jtfter, and confufion. 

It appears therefore, that the management 
of fore-grounds is a matter of great nicety. 
In them a very contradiction muft be recon- 
ciled: breadth and repofe, which confift in 
uniting the parts ; muft be made to agree with 
force and ricbnefs, which confift in violently 
breaking them. And what adds to the diffi- 
culty, the eye, brought thus on the fpot, is 
hurt by the minuteft defeat. Whereas, at a 
diftance, an irregular dafh pf the pencil, if it 
be not one thing, may be conceived to be 
another : obfcurity is there a fource of beauty, 
— Hence it is, that many great mafters, who 
can throw a diftance into a pleafing confufion, 
and give it the effedt of nature ; h^ve failed in 
exercifing their art on a fore-ground. 



Having 
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Having premifed thus much with regard to 
fore-grounds in general, let us now examine the 
fore-grounds, which are prefented to us in this 
very pi&urefque country. 



Broken grounds are the firft obje&s of our 
attention. Here they abound in every fhape. 
The painter will eafily find, either fome rough 
knoll, whofe parts are ample — the flpping 
corner of a hill, perhaps worn by a mountain- 
torrent— a rugged road, winding through the 
chafm of a rifted promontory — or fome other 
part of nature equally grand and pidturefque. 

If he chufe to adorn his fore-ground with 
wood (and who does not ?) he will find it in 
fome parts of this country in a tolerable ftyle of 
greatnefs. But, in general, the old timber is de- 
cayed, or cut down; and that fort of wood incou- 
raged, which is thought the moft profitable — . 
fuch wood, as, in a courfe of time, is turned 
into charcoal. It has, in fome degree, the effect 
of better trees in a diftance ; but it is very defi- 
cient, when we call for an ancient oak to give 

vol. i. I the 
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the fore-ground a grandeur equal tp the fcene — 
when we want the magnificence of it's fhadowing 
form to mantle over the vacant corner of a 
landfcape — when we wifh it to hide fome heavy 
promontory ; or to fcatter a few loofe branches 
over fome ill-fhaped mountain-line — when it's 
maffy foliage is necefTary to give depth to (hade 
—it's twifted bole, covered with grey mofs, 
to oppofe the vivid green in it's neighbourhood 
— or, laftly, it's warm autumnal tint to contraft 
the colder hues of diftance. , In all thefe cafes 
a deficiency of foreft-wood is fometimes re- 
gretted in the fcenery before us ; but not often : 
and where it is, the lofs is eafily fopplied by 
other obje&s; among which rocks are the 
principal : and thefe, when ornamented with 
wood, tho of a fmaller fize, have generally the 
effedt of the moil luxuriant foliage. 



Rocks differ in furface y general form; a-nd 
colour. 

The rock naturally wears thztfrneoth weather- 
heaten furface, which time gives it through a 
fucceflion of ages. But rocks, firm as they 
are, are fubjeft to change. Springs undermine 
them : torrents wafh the earth from around 

them : 
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them : frofts loofen them -, and fometimes they 
are torn by ftorms * and earthquakes* Under 
thefe circumftances, when large maffes fall 
away, the rock exhibits a fraSlured furface ; 
which- in- general has a better efFedb, than the 
fmooth one. Nature, in thefe inftances, /nay 
be faid to retouch her compofitions : the frac* 
tared parts are larger and fharper ; and better 
adapted to receive either fmart, catching lights;. 

or a body of light ^nd fhade. An humble 

imitation of the furfaces of fradtured focks is 
ibmetimes exhibited in large coals : they may at 
leaft aflift the imagination of a painter. 

With regard to the general form of rocks, 
both fpecies, the fmooth r and the fra5lured> 
have equal variety. Both have their bold pro-> 

jedionfr— both hang alike over their bafes - 

are rifted into chafins— and fhoot fometiqies 
into horizontal,, and fometimes into diagonal 
ftrata. 

The natural colour of rocks is either grey f 
or reJL We have of each kind in England ; 
and both are beautiful: but the grey, rock, 
(which is the common fpecies in this fcenery) 
taakes the finer contraft with the foliage either 
of fammer, or of autumn, 

I 2 1 call 
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I call red, and grey the natural colours of 
rocks ; but more properly they are the ground 
only of a variety of tints. Thefe tints arife 
from weeds, mofles, and lychens of various 
kinds; which uniting on the furface of a rock, 
often make a rich, and very harmonious affem- 
blage of colouring ; and the painter, who does 
not attend to thefe minutia (we are confidering 
fore-grounds) lofes half the beauty of his 
original. 

Among thefe lychens, the white ipecies is 
the leaft pleafing. When mixed with other 
tints, it may form an agreeable contraft: and 
even, when it borrows no aid of this kind, if 
it be fparingly, and happily introduced, it may 
add a beauty to the natural colour of the grey 
rock, by giving it the brilliancy of a few fharp 
touches. But when it prevails ; and fpreads, 
like a bald leprous fcab, over a whole furface ; 
it's mealy hue is very difgufting, unlefs it be 
thrown into fliadow, or fupported by fome 
m,afs of foliage, or other vivid tint in contadl 
with it, ' 

Befides the fpecies of rocks juft defcribed, 
there is another, called the crag ; which con- 
veys the idea of a rock roughly pounded. 
With thefe fluttered fragments whole fides of 

moun- 
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mountains are often covered ; down which they 
appear continually to fliiver. This fpecies is 
very inferior to the former. It wants that 
breadth of furface, which gives dignity to an 
objedt. In a diftance indeed, which melts the 
fragments into one mafs, the effed: is good: 
but in the fituation, in which we are now con- 
fidering rocks, as the appendages of a fore- 
ground, the crag is meanly circumftanced. 



The cafcade, which is the next object of 
our obfervation, may be divided into the broken, 
and the regular fall. 

The jirjt belongs moft properly to the rock -> 
whole projecting fragments, impeding the wa- 
ter, break it into pieces — dafh it into foam — 
and give it all the fpirit, and agitation, which 
that adtive element is capable of receiving.—— 
Happy is the pencil, which can feize the varie- 
ties, and brilliancy of water under this circum- 
stance. 

In the regular fall the water meets no ob- 
ftrudtion; but pours down, from the higher 
grounds to the lower, in one. fplendid fheet. 

Each kind hath it's beauties ; but, in gene- 
ral, the broken fall is more adapted, to -a fmall 

I 3 body 
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regulating principle, I fhall not be fo precife 
as to fay, ,>vhat is the exadt proportion of an 
elegant cafcade. Nor is it neceffary. The eye 
will eafily fee the enormity of difproportion, 
where it exifts in any great degree: and that is 
enough. Thus when a mountain-cafcade falls 
four or five hundred feet, and is perhaps fcarce 
two yards broad : every eye muft fee the dif- 
proportion: as it will alfo, when the whole 
breadth of fome large river falk only two or 
three feet. Both would be more beautiful, 
if their falls held a nearer proportion to their 
quantities of water. 



The laft fpecies of fore-grounds are vallies* ; 
with regard to which it muft be remarked firft, 
that narrow contrasted rallies only are meant. 
The open valley muft clafs itfelf among objedts 
of dijlant fcenery. 

It muft fecondly be remarked, that even 
contrasted valleys are not purely of the nature of 



* Let it be observed, that the terms vale, and *valiey; 

denote univerfally, through this work, the greater, and 

fmaller fcenes of the fame kind. I confider valley as the 
diminutive of vale. 

fore- 
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fore-grounds, but participate of diftance. One 
fide-fcreen muft neceflarily be a little removed, 
if you would give your fcenery the advantage 
of perfpedtive. 

Thefe things being premifed, we may con- 
fider the valley as a fpecies of fore-ground ; the. 
ingredients of which Spencer hath given us in 
very few words. 

Through woods, and mountains wild they came at laft 

Into a pleafant dale, that lowly lay 

Betwixt two hills, whofe high heads over placed, 

The valley did with cool fhade overcaft t 

Through mid ft thereof a little river rolled. 

Thefe ingredients admit great variety in compo- 
fition. The fides of the valley may be high, 
or low ; roqky, or woody j finooth, or full of 
jutting promontories : and thefe variations again 
may play into each other with a thouiand 
interchanges. 

When we find a concurrence of beautiful 
circumftances in thefe fcenes — when their fides 
are well proportioned, and pi&urefquely adorn- 
ed — and efpecially when they are fo fortunate 
as to open on a rich diftance ; a lake bounded 
by a rocky mountain ; or any other interefting 
object, they form a landfcape of a very pleafing 
kind. 

The 
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dows it. Apd yet even on this contraded fcale* 
we have many a beautiful landfcape : 



-For nature here 



Has, with her living colours, formed a fcene 
Which Ruifdael beft might rival : cryftal lakes. 
O'er which the giant-oak* himfelf a grove, 
Flings his romantic branches, and beholds 
His reverend image in th* expanfe below. 
If diftant hills be wanting, yet our eye 
Forgets the want, and with delighted gaze 
Refts on the lovely fore-ground ■■ m ■ 



SECT. 
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SECT. IX. 



WE have now examined the materials, 
of which the magnificent fcenery of this 
country is compofed — the dijlant rhountain— 
the /*&— and the fore-ground: but a few' 
general obfervations on thefe materials, as 
united in compofition, may perhaps throw feme 
new and pidturefque lights on the whole. 



In many countries much grander fcenes are 
exhibited, than thefe,— mountains more mag- 
nificent, and lakes more extenfive : yet, it is 
probable there are few, in which the feveral 
objedts are better proportioned; and united 
with more beauty. 

In America the lakes are feas $ and the 
country on their banks, being removed of 
c'ourfe to a great diftance, can add no accom- 
paniments. 

Among 
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Among the /matter lakes of Italy and Swit- 
zerland^ no doubt, there are many delightful 
fcenes: but the larger lakes, like thofe of 
America, are difproportioned to their accom- 
paniments : the water occupies too large a 
fpace, and throws the fcenery too much into 
diftance. 

The mountains of Sweden, Norway, and 
otfeer northern regions* are probably rather 
maflfo of hideous rudenefe* than feenes of 
grandfctt* and proportion* Proportion indeed 
in all fcenery is indifpenfably neceflary ; and 
uolefs the lake, and it> cprrefponddnt maun** 
taina have this juft relation to each other,; they 
want the firflk principle of beauty 4 >,■ *£ 






The value of lake-fcenery arifes, rather from 
the idea of magnificence y than; of variety* The 
fcene i& not continually fhifting here r as on the 
banks of a winding river. The lake ; is fo vaft, 
that it ftands ftill, as it were, before the 
moving eye. Nor is this attended with iatiety, 
A quick fucceflion of imagery is neceflary in 
fcenes of lefe grandeur, where little beauties 
are eafily fcanned : but fcenes* like thefe, de- 
mand contemplation, Thefe rich volumes of 

nature, 
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nature, like the wodcs of eftabKfhed authors, 
will bear a frequent perafaL Contemplation 
adds to. their value* 



. In the mean time, with all this, magnifi- 
cence and beauty, it cannot be fuppofed, that 
every fcene, which thefe countries prefent, is 
correSlly piSlurefque. In fuch immenfe bodies 
of rough-hewn matter, many irregularities, 
and even . many deformities, muft exift, which 
a pra&ifed eye would wifli to corredh Moun- 
tains are. fometimes crouded— their fides are 
often bare, when contrail requires them to be 
wooded — promontories form the water-boun- 
dary into acute angles — and bays are contra&ed 
inta narrow points* . inftead of dwelling into 
ample bafons. 

In all thefe cafes the imagination is apt to 
whifpav What glorious fcenes might here 
be made, if thefe ftubborn materials could 

yield to the judicious hand , of art ! -And* 

to lay the truth, we are fometimes tempted to 
let the imagination loofe among them. 

By the force of this creative power an 
intervening hill may be tunjed aftde; and a 
diftance introduced^ — This ill-fhaped moun- 
tain 
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tain may be pared, and formed into a better 
line. — To that, on the pppofite fide, a light- 
nefs may be given by the addition of a higher 
fummit. — Upon yon bald declivity, which 
ftretches along the lake, may be reared a foreft 
of noble oak $ which thinly fcatter'd over the 
top, will thicken as itdefcends ; and throw it's 
vivid reflexions on the water in full luxuri- 
ance. 

The line of the water too, which perhaps is 
ftraight, the imagination will eafily correct. It 
will bring forward fome bold promontory ; or 
open fome winding bay* 

It will proceed even to the ornaments of 
art. On fome proje&ing knoll it will rear the 
majefly of a ruined caftle, whofe ivyed walls 
feem a part of the very rock, on which they 
ftand. On a gentle rife, opening to the lake, 
and half incircled by Woody hills, fome 
mouldring abbey, may be feated ; and far beyond 
may appear diftant objects, under fome circum- 
ftance of pitturefque illumination : 

The foreft darkening round, and glittering fpire. 

Thus the imagination will aflift thofe fcenes, 
which, tho replete with beauties beyond it's 
power to create, may contain deformities, 

which 
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\vhich it might wifh to remove. It cofre&S 
One part of nature by another; and compofes 
a landfcape, as the artift^ compofed his cele- 
brated Venus, by feledting accordant beauties 
from ' different originals. Scarce any Jingle 
archetype is fufficiently corredt. Any other 
idea of improving nature is abfurd j and can be 
adopted only by mfen of falfe tafte, who ima- 
gine they improve her by an addition of 
heterogeneous decorations * 

As to the improvement of fuch vafi fcenes as 
thefe, it is in every fhape, except by a little 
planting, beyond all power of art, I cannot 
therefore be underftood to fuggeft improvement 
here. All we get by imagining, how fuch a 
country as* this might be improved, is merely 
a little pradtice in the rules of pidturefque com- 
pofition* 



We may remark further, that the power 
which the imagination hath over thefe fcenes, 
is not greater, than the power, which they 
have over the imagination- No tame country, 
however beautiful, however adorned, can dif- 
tend the mind, like this awful, and majeftic 
fcenery. The wild fallies of untutored genius 
vol. i. K oftea 
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often ftrike the imagination more, than the 
moft correct effufions of cultivated parts. ^ Tho 
the eye therefore might take more pleafure in a 
view (confidered merely in a piflurefque light) 
when judicioufly adorned by the hand of art ; yet 
I much doubt, whether fuch a view would have 
that ftrong effed on the imagination $ as when 
rough with all it's bold irregularities about it ; 
when beauty, and deformity, grandeur and 
horror, mingled together, ftrike the mind with 
a thoufand oppofing ideas ; and like chymical 
liquors of an oppofite nature, when mixed, 
produce an efFervefcence, which no homoge- 
neous liquors could produce. 

Sorely there is a hidden power, that reigns 
'Mid the lone majefty of untamed nature, 
Controuling fober reafon 



Were a lover of nature placed abruptly in the 
midft of fuch fcenes as thefe, the effed: might 
be too ftrong : and in this inftance, as in others, 
he might difcover the weaknefs of his fifft 
progenitor; in whom, on viewing fuddenly a 
grand landfcape, we are told, 

So deep the power of thofe ingredients pierced, 
Ev'n to the inmoft feat of mortal fight, 

That 
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TPhat Adam now iriforced to clofc Jiis eyes* 
Sank down, and all his fpirits became intranced. 

But nature, which brings out the fun through 
the mediurii of twilight, hath in this cafe alfo 
provided for the weaknefs of the vifual. nerve. 
Thefe grand fcenes are gradually introduced* 
The idei grows imperceptibly to maturity. 
The great ftones of yefterday become rocks to-* 
day. Hills, in a fdw ftages, are converted 
int6 mountains; and we fee, now and then, 
the glimpfe of a lake; before the eye is filled 
with the whole vaft, fplendid furface of it* 



If the imagination be thys fired by thefe 
Tomantic fcenes even in their common ftate, how 
much more may we fuppofe it wrought on* 
when they flrike us under fome extraordinary 
circumftance of beauty, or terror^-in the tran- 
quillity of a calm, or the agitation of a ftorm ? 
' Some fcenes, particularly of the fylvan kind, 
are perhaps beft fuited to a calm* They receive 
^their principal beauty from the richnefs of the 
obje&s 5 which is improved by chearful and 
fplendid lights. 

Other fcenes, lefs inriched by obje&s, are ' 
meagre in a calm, and glaring funfhine* A 

K 2 bright 
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bright hemifpherc only renders their poverty 
more apparent. To fuch fcenes a ftorm, which 
produces fublime ideas by heaving clouds, and 
burfting lights, gives an adventitious confe- 
quence, and leads the eye, in it's purfuit of 
obje£}? 9 to the grandeur of the effeft. 

But there are fome fcenes in nature, which 
are adapted to both circumftances — none more, 
than the fcenery of lakes — none perhaps Co much. 

During five days, which we fpent among 
the lakes, we faw one of them only, and that 
but once, under the circumftance of a perfeff 
calm — when there was neither wind to ruffle, 
nor cloud to obfeure, the refplendency of the 
furface — when we faw the poet's defcription 
literally tranflated — 



■Silet arduus aether: 



Turn zephyri pofuere: premit placida sequora pontus. 

If an artificial mirror, a few inches long, 
placed oppofite to a door, or a window, produ- 
ces often very pleafing reflections; how noble 
muft be the appearance, when an area of many 
leagues in circumference, is formed into one 
vaft mirror; and this mirror furrounded by a 
combination of great, and beautiful objeite? 
The majeftic.repofe of fo grand, fo folepu^ 

and 
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and Splendid a fcene raifes in the mind a fort of 
enthufiaftic calm, which fpreads a mild com- 
placence over the breaft — a tranquil paufc of 
mental operation, which may be felt, but not 
defcribed ; 

Soothing each guftof paffion into peace ; 
♦ All but the fwellings of the foften'd heart ; 
That waken, not difturb, the tranquil mind* 

When the mind has a little recovered it's 
tone, from the general impreffion df fuch a 
fcene; it feels a new pleafure in examining 
more minutely the feveral pi&urefque ingre- 
dients, which produced it — the ftillnefs, and' 
purity of the air — the ftrong lights and ihades' 
—the tints upon the mountains — the poliih o£ 
the lake — and, above all, the reflexions dis- 
played upon it's bofom, when • , ' 



-fpread, 



Into a liquid plain, it (lands unmoved, 
Pure as th* expahfe of heaven-' 
And to the fringed bank, with ofiers crawned, 
It's cryftal mirror holds- ■ 

. Other adventitious circumftances, of lefs 
value in them/elves, but in union very piftu- 
refque, add new life, and beauty to fo ftill a 
fcene — groups of cattle in various parts, driven 
by the heats of noon, along the fhores of the 

K 3 lake 
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lake— and fifhing-boats extending their nets in 
dotted circles, and forming tremulous reflec- 
tions from their flaccid fails. 



When we take a view of fuch a glorious fcene 
in all it v s fplendor, we regret, that it fhould 
ever be deformed by the rough blafts of tempeji ; 
and yet I know not, whether, under this lat- 
ter circumftance, it may not have a flill greater 
power over the imagination.. Every little idea 
is lpft in the wild uproar and confufion of fuch 
a fcene. 

, Nor is it in this difturbed flate, lefs an obje£i 
ef piSiurefque beauty. The fky floating with 
broken clouds — the mountains half obfcured by 
driving vapours ; and mingling with the fky in 
awful obfcurity — the trees ftraining in the blafl 
— and the lake ftirred from the bottom, and 
whitening every rocky promontory with it's 
foam; are all objects highly adapted to the; 
pencil. 

In the midfl of the tempeft, if a bright fun- 
beam fhould fuddenly break out, and in Shake- 
fpear's language, light up thefiorm -, the fcenery 
of an agitated lake, thus aflifted by the powers 
of contraft, aflfedts both the imagination, and 

the 
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the eye, in a ftill greater degree. Some br^ad 
mountain-fide, catching a mafs of light, pro- 
duces an aftonifhing effeft amidft the leaden 
gloom, which furrounds it. Perhaps a fun- 
beam, half-fufFufed in vapour, darting between 
two mountains, may ilretch along the water in 
a lengthened gleam, juft as the fkifF pafles to 
receive the light upon it's fwelling fail; while 
the fea-gull, wheeling along the ftorm, turns 
it's N filvery fide, ftrongly illumined, againft the 
bofom of fome lurid cloud j and by that fingle 
touch of oppofition, gives double darknefs to 
the rifing tempeft. 



Compared with'fuch fcenes, how inanimate 
do the fubje&s of Canaletti appear ! — how flat 
his fquare canals, and formal ftreet-perfpedtive ; 
wher^oppofed to fpreading' lakes, and fweeping 
mountains ! — the puny labours of men, to the 
bold, irregular fcenery of nature ! Nor can we 
help regretting the lofs of fuch pidhires as might 
have been produced, if Canaletti's free pencil 
had been thrown loofe in fuch a country 
as this. 

But thefe fcenes are not only fuperior to the 
fubjedts of Canaletti ; but to thofe of a greater 

K 4 mailer, 
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mafter, the younger Vanderveld. Sea-views, 
tho grander in fome refpe&s, are, on the whole, 
inferior to the views before us. Their great 
deficiency is the want of variety in their ac-* 
companiments. One fpecies of them indeed, 
and but one, is fuperior to the ujtmoft efforts of 
the lake — the figment of fome land-locked 
bay ; which, in a ftorm efpecially, .is a noble 
fubjeA : the waters are more agitated, and 
form bolder fwells ; which* of courfe, receive 
grander effedts of light. Here too, inftead of 
the dancing fkiff, we are prefented with the 
terrors of fhipwreck, The beacon alfo, feated 
on a bleak eminence, marks the coaft with pe- 
culiar danger; while the diftant port-town, 
difcovered by a gleam of light under the fha- 
dowing cliff, makes the fcene ftilimore affe&t 
ing by the exclufion of hope within fight of 
fecurity. 



I have only to obferve farther, in general* 
on the fcenes of this romantic country, that 
they are fubjedt to violent convulfions of vari- 
ous kinds. Every thing, here, is in the grand 
ftyle. The very elements, when they do mif- 

chief^ 
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-chief, keep in unifon with it, and perform all 
their operations with an air of dignity. 



Upon fome of the mountains, particularly 
on Crofs-fell, a blaft,. galled in the country, a* 
helm^wind, will fometimes arife fuddenly, of 
a nature fo violent, that nothing can withftand 
it's force. The experienced mountaineer, as 
he traverfes thofe wild regions, forefeeing it*s 
approach, throws himfelf flat upon the ground; 
and lets it pafs over him, It ? s rage is piomen- 
tary : and the air inftantly fettles into it's former 
calm. 

Thefe hurricanes are not uncommon in other 
mountainous countries. Mr. Miflbn particu- 
larly ipeaking of the mountains near Infpruck 
tells us, that the winds often force their way 
through their hollow parts, as if through pipes, 
2nd raife fuch furious hurricanes, as will 
fometimes root up, not only trees; but even 
rocks f 



The lake too is fubjeft to fomething of the 
feme kind of emotion j which the inhabitants 
of the country call a bottom-wind. Often, 

when 
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fb overgrown with wood, that it appeared af- 
moft impervious : but if a path could be 
carried through it, and the whole a little 
opened, it might be made very beautiful. A 
icene in itfelf fo pleafing, with a noble cafcade 
at one end, and an extenfive lake at the other, 
could not fail, to ftrike the imagination ib 
the moft forcible manner. ^ 

From Amblefide we fet out for Bownefs, 
to take a view of the lake. Part of the road 
jnc had traverfed, the day before, from Ken- 
dal ; and were a fecond time amufed by the 
woody landfcape it afforded ; and it's fudden, 
interrupted openings to the lake, before the 
whole burft of that magnificent fcene was 
prefented. — From the higher grounds, above 
fiownefs, we had an elevated view of it's 
whole extent. 

Windermere, or Winander- water, as it is * 
fometimes called, extends from north to fouth, 
about twelve or fourteen miles. In breadth, 
it rarely exceeds two; and is feldom narrower 
than one. The fouthern end winds a little 
towards the weft. The northern, and weft- 
tern coafts are wild, and mountainous — the 
eaftern, and fouthern are more depreffed; in 

fome 
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fomc parts cultivated, in others woody. Op- 
pofite to Bownefs, the lake is divided into 
two parts by 3 clufter of iflands; one of 
which is larger than the reft. 

Bownefs is the capital ^ port- town on the 
lake ; if we may adopt a dignified ftyle, which 
die grandeur of the fcene fuggefts. It is the 
great mart for fifh, and charcoal ; both which 
commodities are largely imported here; and 
carried by land into the country. It's har- 
bour is crouded with veflels of various kinds ; 
fome of which are ufed merely as pleafure- 
boats in navigating the lake. — In one of thefe 
we embarked, and ftanding out to fea ; made 
for the great ifland ; which we were informed 
was a very interefting fcene. 

We foon arrived at it; .and landing at the 
fouth end, we ordered our boat to meet us at 
the north point ; meaning to traverfe it's little 
boundaries. 

A more fequeftered fpot cannot eafily be 
conceived. Nothing can be more excluded 
from the noife, and interruption of life; or 
abound with a greater variety of thofe cir-r 
xumftances, which make retirement pfeafing. 

The whole ifland contains about thirty acres. 
It's form is oblong ; it's fhores irregular ; 
retiring into bays, and broken into creeks. 

' . The 
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The furface too is uneven ; and a fort of littftf 
Appennine ridge runs through the middle of 
it ; falling down, in all fhapes, into the water, 
—Like it's great mother ifland, the foutherd 
part wears a fmoother afpedt, than the northern, 
which is broken, and rocky. 

Formerly the whole ifland was one entire 
grove. At prefent, it is rather bare of wood* 
tho there are fome large oaks upon it. 

One of it's greateft beauties arifes from that 
irregular little Appennine, juft mentioned, 
which extends from one end to the other. 
This circiimftance hides it's infularity, by con- 
necting it with the continent. In every part, 
except on the high grounds, you ftand in 
an amphitheatre compofed of the nobleft ob- 
jects ; and the lake performing the office of 
a funk fence, the grandeur of each part of 
the continent is called in, by turns, to aid 
the infignificance of the ifland. 

The oblong form alfo of the lake gives 
the ifland another great advantage. On both 
it's 'fides, the oppofite fhores of the continent 
are little more than half a mile diftant : but 
at the northern and foutHern points there is a 
large fheet of water. The views therefore, 
as you walk round, are continually changing 

through 
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through all the varieties of Jijiance ; which 
are ftill farther improved by a little degree of 
obliquity, in the pofition of the ifland. 



He who fhould take upon him to ornament 
fuch a fcene as this, would have only to con- 
duct his walk and plantations, fo as to take 
advantage of the grand parts of the continent" 
around him ; — to hide what is offenfive — and, 
amidft a choice of great and pidturefque 
objedts, to avoid fhewing too much. . As he 
would have, at all times, . an exuberance of 
water, he fhould not. be oftentatious in dis- 
playing it. It would be a relief to tl\e eye 
fometimes to exclude it wholly; and to in- 
troduce a mere fylvan fcene, with diftant 
mountains rifing above it. A tranfient glance 
of the .water, with fome well-chbfen accom- 
paniments beyond it, would often alfo have 
a good efFedt ; and fometimes a grand expan- 
lion of tKe whole. — Thus the objedts around, 
tho unmanageable in themfelves, might be 
bro'ught under command by the affiftance of 
an infular fituation. 

With regard to the ornamenting of fuch a 
fcene, an elegant neatnefs is all the improver 
• ' vol. i. L fhould 
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fhotild aim at. Amidft thcfe grand objects 
of nature, it, would be abfurd to catch the 
eye with th6 offered decorations of art. The 
fimple idea he would defire to preferve, is, 
what the place itfelf fuggefts, a fequeftered 
rtftreat. . The boundaries fhoulA in a great 
meafure be thicket — on the eaftern coaft ef- 
pecially, which is oppofed to the only culti- 
vated part of the country: and if there be 
any thing in that part worth giving to the 
eye, it might be given through fome unqffeBed 
opening. 

For thickets, theavild wood of the coun- 
try would abundantly fuffice. It grows luxu- 
riantly, and would foon produce it's eflfedt. 

• The middle party of the ifland, with a 
few clumps properly difpofed, might be neat 
pafturage, with flock*, and herds ; which 
would contraft agreeably with the rough fcenery 
around. - , 

. The houfe, at prefent, Hands too formally 
in the middle of the ifland. It might ftand 
better near the fouthern promontory. The air 
of this fweet retreat is faid to be very pure*. 

Thft 



• Since thii view of Windermere ifland was taken, it 
hath been under the hands of improvement. The proprietor 

I have 
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This ifland formerly belonged to the Philips 
fons, a family of note in Weftmoreland. Du- 
ring the civil wars, two of them, an elder, 
and a younger brother, ferved the king. The 
former, who was the proprietor of it, com- 
manded a regiment : die latter was a major. 

The major, whofe name was Robert, wad 
a man of great fpirit, and enterprise ; and for 
his many feats of perfonal bravery, had ob- 
tained^ among the Oliverians of thofe parts, 
the appellation of Rflbin'the Devil. 

After the war had fubfided, and the dire- 
ful effedts of public oppofition had ceafedj 
revenge, and private malice long kept alive th^ 
animofityof individuals.-— Col. Briggs, a fteady 
friend to the ufurpation, refided at this time at 
Kendal ; and under the double character of a 
leading magiftrate (for he was a juftice of the 
peace) and an a&ive commander, held the 
country in awe. This perfon having heard, 



I have been told, fpent fix thoufand pounds upon it; with 
which fum he has contrived to do almoft every thing, that 
one would wifh had been left undone. It is now in other 
hands, which may- probably reftore it's beauty, 

L 2 that 
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that Major Philipfon was at his brother's 
houfe on the ifland in Windermere, refolved 
if .poffible, to feize,* and punifh a man, who 
had made himfelf fo particularly obnoxious. 
With this view he muttered a party, which he 
thought fufficient ; and went himfelf on the 
enterprize. How it was conducted, my au- 
thority * ,does not inform us — whether he 
got together the navigation of the lake, and 
blockaded the place by fea; or whether, he 
landed, and carried on his approaches in form. 
Neither do we learn the ftrength of the gar- 
rifon within ; nor of the works without : tho 
every gentleman's houfe was, at that time, 
in Ibme degree a fortrefs. All we learn, is, 
that Major Philipfon endured a liege of eight, 
or ten days with great gallantry ; till his bro- 
ther, the colonel, hearing of his diftrefs, 
raifed a party, and relieved him. 

It was now the major's turn to make re- 
prisals. He put himfelf therefore at the head 
of a little troop of horfe, and rode to Kendal. 
Here being informed, that colonel Briggs was 
at prayers (for it was on a funday morning) 



* Dr. Burn's hift. of Weftmoreland. 

he 
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he ftationed his men properly in the avenues ; 
and himfelf . armed, rode diredtly into the 
church. It probably was not a regular church ; 
but fome large place of* meeting. It is faid, 
he intended to feize the colonel, and carry 
him off: but as this feems to have been 
totally impracticable, it is rather probable, 
that his intention was to kill him on the fpot; 
and in the midft of the confufion, to efcape. 
Whatever his intention was, it was fruftrated $ 
for Briggs happened to be elfewhere. 

The congregation, as might be expe&ed, 
was thrown into great confufion on feeing an 
armed man, on horfeback, enter the church; 
and the major taking the advantage of their 
aftonifhment, turned his horfe round, and 
rode quietly out. But having given an alarm, 
he was prefently aflaulted as he left the church : 
and being feized; his girths Were cut; and 
he was unhorfed. 

At this inftant, his party made a furious 
attack on the aflailants; and the major, kill- 
ing with his own hand, the man, who had 
feized him, clapped the faddle, ungirthed as 
it was, upon his horfe 3 and vaulting into it, 
rode full fpeed through the ftreets of Kendal, 
calling his men to follow him ; and with 

L 3 his 
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his whole party made a fafe retitat to .his 
afylum in the lake. — The a&ion marked the 
man. Many knew him; and they who did 
not, knew as well from the exploit, that it 
could be nobody, but Robin the Devil* 



SECT, 
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SECT. XI. 



HAVING thus taken a view of a place 
abounding t with fo many beauties, we 
found- our bark waiting for us at the northern 
point; and letting fail, inftead of returning 
to Bownefs, we ftood for Amblefide. We 
could have wiftied to navigate the whole lake ; 
but it was too great an undertaking for mea- 
fured time $ and we contented ourfelves with 
going in queft of the beauties of it's northern 
divifion. 



As we left the ifland, the fcene opening on . 
every fide, we found ourfelves furrounded with 
objedts of great magnificence. 

On the weftern coaft ran a continuous range 
of craggy mountains, ,thinly fcattered over with 
trees, which had formerly overfpread it. It 
is a part of Furnefs-fell ; the whole of which 

L 4 we 
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we had before feen, in one vaft combination 
of diftant mountains, bounding our view over 
the bay of Cartmel. The part we now faw 
ftretches about two leagues along the lake. 

On the eaftern fide, we pafied feveral fcnall 
iflands, fome of which were well- wooded; 
others were mere rocks with low, twifted trees 
burfting from their crevices ; all of them pro- 
bably worth vifiting, if our time had allowed. 
Through the openings of thefe iflands, we had 
partial views of the eaftern coaft; till having 
advanced further through this little archipelago 
• into the body of the Jake, the whole eaftern 
fkreen opened to the eye.— This fide, tho lefe 
magnificent than the mountains of Furnefs on 
the left, contains however more variety. It is 
.broken into hills ; fome of which are culti- 
vated, and others covered with wood. . 

But, on the whole, neither of thefe fide- 
fcreens is an objeft purely piSiurefque. The 
weftern fhore is great indeed; but it is an 
unvaried mafs of heavy greatnefs. The eaftern 
is broken too much, and wants both unity 
and grandeur. When we rode through it in 
the morning, it made an admirable fore-ground 
in almoft every part : but we now found it lefe 
qualified as a dijiance^ 

The 
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The fide-fcreens however are the leaft ef- 
fential parts of this vaft fcene. The front is 
the capital part — that part, on which the 
eye immediately fettles. It confifts of that im- 
menfe body of barrier-mountains, which fepa- 
rate the two counties of Cumberland and Weft- 
moreland ; appearing in this view to be drawn ' 
up in a fort of tumultuary array, mountain 
beyond mountain, as far as the eye can reach. 

As we advanced in our voyage, this great 
divifion of the lake (from the iflands to it's 
northern point,) tho really oblong, aflumed 
the form of a vaft circular bafon : and the 
rough mountains, arifing round it, appeared, 
from fb fplendid an area, with new grandeur. 
Indeed contrail gave an additional force to the 
character of each. 

This great fcene however, furveyed thus 
from a centre, was rather amufing, than pic- 
turefque. It was too extenfive for the painter's 
ufe. A fmall portion of the circle, reduced 
to paper, or canvas, could have conveyed no 
idea ; and a large fegment would have exceeded 
all the powers of the pallet* 

It 
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It is certainly an error in landfcape-painting, 
to comprehend too much. It turns a pi&ure 
into a map. Nothing i$ more delufive, than 
to fuppofe, that every view, which pleafes in 
nature, will pleafe in painting. In nature, 
the pleafure arifes from the eye's roaming from 
one paflage to another; and making it's re- 
marks on each. In painting, (as the eye is 
there confined within certain limits,) it arifes 
from feeing fome feledt {pot adorned agreeably 
to the rules of art. And the painter, who 
wi&es to make a plsafing compofition, muft 
not include more than he can thus adorn. 
His fore-ground, and his diftance muft bear 
a proportion to each other ; which cannot be 
the cafe, if he include a vaft compafs. For 
as he can only take in a certain quantity of 
fore-ground; the removed parts of his picture 
fhould bear a proper proportion to it. Well 
managed exceptions may be found : yet ftill, 
in general, the rule is good. 

But altho the whole of the amphitheatre we 
Are noW furveying, was, in it's full dimehfions, 
no fubject for a pidture ; yet it exhibited many 
parts which, as diftances, were purely piftu- 
refque; and afforded an admirable collection 
of mountain ftudies for a painter. I fpeak' 

par- 
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particularly of the frwt fkreen, in which the 
lines of the mountains were beautiful, and 
yariou6— the interfe&ions alio of thofc lines-** 
the promontories ; with the deep fhades they 
proje&ed — and above all, the mountain colour- 
ing, which was the moil fplendid we had ever 
feen. Airy tints of vivid* yellow, green, and 
purple., we could prifinatkally feparate. Bright 
fpots of effulgence alfo appeared 5 which could 
not well be denominated of any colour. Yet 
all, tho difplayed in fuch rich profusion, were 
blended with fuch nice harmony; and tem- 
pered fo. modeftly by the grey miftinefs of 
diftance; that gorgeous as thcfe hues were* 
there was not a fingte colour, that glared, of 
was out of place. 



-For who can paint 



Like nature ? Can imagination boaft, 
f Amidfl it*3 gay cre^tio^, }uep lik* her*s P 
. Or can it mix them with that matchlefs'fkill 
And lofe them in each other ? 



We had now made a confiderable progrefs 
in our voyage. The lide-fcreen on the left, 
kept ftill the fame diftance ; but the mountains 
in front, as we approached them, began now 
to feparate into near, and diftant grounds: 

and 
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and the rocks and woods, which, in the 
painter's language, adhered before; now broke 
-away in a variety of proje&ibns ; tho ftill 
o'erfpread with foft colouring, and tender fha- 
dow. 

As we approached nearer, this foftnefs of 
colouring topk a more vivid hue ; and the pro- 
montories, and rocks continued ftill projecting 
to the eye with new force of (hade : while 
the mountains, which ranged behind, began 
more and more to retire. The length of the 
lake, tho it affe&ed the nearer grounds, made 
no change in the diftant mountains : fo . that 
the comparative diftance between the fore- 
ground and them, was now much greater, 
than it had been. 



An appearance of this kind is beautifully 
defcribed by Virgil, When ^Eneas came in 
fight of Italy, he firft faw a hazy appearance 
of hills, and low land ; 



Italiam- 



-procul obfcuros colles, humilemque vidcmus 



On a nearer approach, he difcovered the 
temple of Minerva, which, being feated on 

high 
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high ground, fcemed, as if it flood on a pro-* % 
montory hanging over the fea. 



/Tempi urn apparet in arce Minerva;. 



But as he came clofe in with the land, the 
rocks took their proper form ; and the temple 
retreated to a diftance. 



-Gemino demittunt brachia muro 



Turriti fcopuli ; refugitqae a litore tempi um. 



As we approached the end of the lake, the 
promontories and rocks afliimed new height; 
and almoft hid the mountains, which continued 
to retire beyond them; while the form of the 
nearer grounds began alfo to vary. The water, 
which, a little before, feemed in contaft with 
the rocks, appeared now to wafli a meadow ; 
beyond which the rocks formed a firft diftance. 

The fcenery put vs in mind of Berghem ; 
who often chofe a meadow, with a rock 
behind it, to relieve his cattle. His rock is 
generally left plain, and fimple, almoft with- 
out a fingle 'varying tint ; a mere mafs of tender 
fhadow: while the cattle are touched with 
infinite force and fpirit. We faw the picture 
realized, Berghem's imagination could not 

have 
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have formed a bettdr back-grorind, nor a more 
beautiful group. Such combinations are plea- 
ling in life, in painting, and in poetry. 



-*-On the grafly bank 



Some ruminating lie, while others (land 
Half in the flood ; and often bending fip 
The circling fur face. In the middle rears 
The ftrong, laborious ox his honefl front, 
Which incompofed he makes ; ami from his fide 
The troublous infects lames with* his tail, 
Returning ftill. Amid his fubje&s fafe, 
Slumbers the monarch-fwain, his carelefs arm 
Thrown round his head, on downy mofs reclined ; 
Here lay his fcrip, with wholfome viands filled ; 
There, liftening every noife, his faithful dog. 



Through the meado\v at the bottom of the 
rocky ground, two rivers, the Bratha, and 
the Rotha, wind their way ; and uniting, be- 
fore they meet the lake, enter it with a full, 
but quiet ftream ; and furnifh it with large 
fupplies. 

The Rotha takes it's rife from mountains 
about twelve miles diftant;. and forms the 
two lakes of Grafiner, and Rydal, before it? 
eftter Windermere. 

The Bratha rifes from the pike of Langdale, 
in a mountainous, and rocky country; and 

after 
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after a turbulent courfe, buries at length ail* 
it's inquietude iff the peaceful waters of the 
lake, where it's name is no more rernembred. 

Our boatmen having conveyed us a con- 
fiderable way up thefe united ftreams, landed 
us on the meadows, within half a mile of 
Amblefide. 



Before we leave this grand expanfe of water, 
I cannot forbear remarking a few circum- 
ftances, that relate to it. 

In the iirft place we admired it's extraordinary 
bfightnefs. . It is all over nitidis argenteus 
undis. The eye can fee diftindtly, in fortieth 
water, through a medium of at leaft a dozen . 
yards; and view the inhabitants of it's deep 
rpcefles, as they play in fhoals, and 



fporting with quick glance 
Shew to the fan their waved coats dropj with gold. 

How far the tranfparency of water is an 
addition to a fcene y I cannot take upon N me to 
fay, Moft of the lakes in Scotland, which I. 
have feen, #re of a mofly-tindtured hue ; and 
yet had their full effedt in landfcape.-— As. a 
detached, objedl however the tranfparent lake is 

in- 
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incomparably the nioft beautiful. I fhould 
fuppofe alfo, that the more brilliant the water 
is, die more brilliant are the reflections. 



Among the great, variety •. of fifh, which 
inhabit the extenfive waters of this lake, the 
char is the moft remarkable. It is near, twice 
the fize of .a herring. It's back is of an olive- 
green: it's belly of a light yermillion ; foftenv 
ing in fome parts. into white ; afid : changing 
into a deep red, at the infertion of the fins. 

A parcel of char, juft caught and thrown 
together into the luggage-pool of a boat, makes 
a pleafant harmony of colouring. The green 
olive-tint prevails ; to which a fpirit is here 
and there given by a light blufh of vermilion ; 
and by a ftrong touch of red, if. a fin happen 
to appear. Thefe pleafing colours are affifted 
by the bright filvery lights, which play, over 
the whole; and which nothing reflects more 
beautifully than the fcales of fifh. 

Char are caught only in the winter-fealbn, 
when twenty dozen in a day, are fometimes 
taken by a fingle boat. In fummer they re- 
tire to the rocky caves below, fome of which 
are faid to be unfathomable : nor do they breed 

ia 
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in any lake, in which fuch deep recefles arc 
Wt found. 

The char-fiihing is a very profitable branch 
of trade to the proprietors of the lake, Th? 
whole area of it is divided into* five diftri&s; 
An imaginary linp crofles the furface from cragg 
to cragg— ~ a limit, which the fifherman cor- 
rectly knows. Butjtho the fpape of each 
fifliery is nearly equal, yet the produce is 
otherwife; the fifh running in flioals fometimes 
in one part "of the lake, and fometimes in 

another. -When the farmer rents land, he 

can judge of his bargain by the furface.* When 
he rents water, he mviA take his chance, 



But fifli are not the only inhabitants of this 
lake. Innumerable flights of water-fowl fre- 
quent it's exteniive plain. The naturalift may 
declare their names, and clafles : the painter 
has only to remark the variety of forms, in 
which they appear — fometimes fitting in black 
groups upon the water, riling and finking 
with" the waves : at other times in the air, 
circling the lake in figured files ; or with he- 
fitating wing feizing fome ftation on it's banks; 
or furface. — With regard to thefe minute ap- 

vol.~ i. M pendages 
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pendagcs of landfcape, let me only fuggefl:, 
that birds fhould never be introduced upon 
the wing, near the eye. Quick motion, of 
any kind, reprefented, is an abfurdity : and the 
longer you look, the more abfurd it becomes. 
But at a little diftance the motion of a bird 
appears fo flow, that the eye will endure a 
degree of improbability in the reprefentatioft 
of it, 



I have only to add, that this magnificent 
piece of water fuffers little change, in appear- 
ance, from feafons ; but preferves the dignity 
of it's charadter under all circumftances ; fel- 
dpm deprefled, &nd ?ts feldom raifed above it's 
ordinary level.— Even in the moft violent 
rains, when the country is drenched in water, 
when every rill is fwelled into a river; and 
the mountains pour down floods through new 
channels; the lake maintains the fame equal 
temper ; and tho it may be fpread a few yards 
over it's lower fhores (which is the utmoft 
it does) yet it's increafe is feldom the objed: 
of obfervation: nor does the feverity of the 
greateft drought make any confiderable altera- 
tion in it's bounds. Once, (it is recorded,) 

" it 



( *6 3 ) 

It rofe feven feet in perpendicular height. It's 
boundaries would then certainly appear in- 
larged ; but this was a very uncommon cafe. 

But if it be not raifed by rains, it is often 
greatly agitated by winds. Of all the lakes 
of this country, none lies fo expofed, through 
the whole length of it, to fudden fqualls, as 
this : nor does any piece of frefh water in the 
whole ifland perhaps emulate the grandeur of 
a diflurbed ocean fe^much. It is of courfe 
navigated with great caution, whenever there 
is a tendency to ftormy weather. Many accU 
dents have {hewn the neceffity of this caution : 
but one made fuch an impreffion on the country, 
as a century cannot efface. Several people in 
the neighbourhood of Bownefs, having been 
attending a fair at Hawkfhed, a town on the 
other fide of the lake, had embarked, in the 
evening, on their return home. But before 
this little voyage could be performed, fo vio- 
lent a jftorm, arofe, that their boats foundered ; 
and no fewe/" than forty- feven perfons perifhed*. 



• This account is taken from Dr. Burn's hid. of Weft- 
moreland. It is probable thefe people might all have periihed 
together in the ferry-boat. 

M 2 SECT. 
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SECT. XIL 



FROM Ambkftde we propofed to fet out 
for Kefwick; being obliged, for want 
of time, to leave one feene behind us, which 
* Wfc wifiied much to vifit — that of Furnefs- 
;ftbl>ey. Bpt the lofs was in a great meafure 
irade up, and our curiofity fatisfied* by the 
accounts and drawings of Mr. John Smith* 
.wr ingenious young painter, who had beert 
ftudying the ruins oft the ipot* 



i^urnefe-abbey lies about twenty miles froni 
Amblefide, beyond $ho& mountains^ which 
range on the weftern jSde of Windermere, It 
is fituated in a beautiful valley, in the roidft 
of a wide, open, cultivated country, which 

M 3 rifes 
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rifes every where in large fwellsj but is no 
where diverfified by any objedts of pidturefque 
beauty. In fo inanimate a fcene we are fur- 
prized to find a valley of fo different a ftruc- 
ture ; adorned with rock, and wood ; through 
which winds a rapid ftream. 

At the -entrance of this fcene ffcands the 
village of Dalton ; from whence the valley, 
winding about four miles in one large, fweep- 
ing, narrow curve, opens on a rich view of 
Cartmel-bay. 

About a mile within the valley, in the 
wideft part, ftands, the abbey. It feems to have 
been cqnftrudted in a good ftyle of Gothic 
architecture ; and has fjuffered, from the hand 
jpf time, only fuch depredations, as pidturefque 
beauty requires. The intire plan of the abbey- 
church, rand a large fragment of it, ftill . re- 
main. :' The tower in the centre, which feems 
never to have.. been lofty, is perforated with 
large arches. At the end of the weftern aile 
ftand the ruins of a low, fimple tower, where 
the bells of the abbey are fuppofed to have 
hung: and from the fouth aile projects a 
building, which is called the chapter-houfe. 
The cloyfters are continued in the fame di- 
rection; 
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reftiori; one wall of which, and all the in- 
ternal ftru&ure are gone* At the end of the 
cloyfters arifes a very rich and pidturefque 
fragment, which is called the fcbooL 

Round the whole runs an irregular wall, 
the boundary of the abbey, which croffing the 
valley in two places, and mounting it's fides, 
makes a circuit of about two miles. In many 
parts it is hid with trees, or fhrubs : in lome 
parts, where it is difcovered, it is beautiful; 
and in very few, difgufting. 

In this wall are two gates, one to the 
north, and the other to the weft ; which feem 
to have teen the only outlets of the place. 
That to the north has been the great entrance : 
the other has more the appearance of a poftern 
with a porter's lodge. 

The proprietor of this noble fcene is lord 
George Cavendifh, who is a faithful guardian 
of it; and, I am informed, takes care to pre- 
vent any further depredation*. 



From Amblefide we fet out for Kefwick, 
which is about eighteen miles farther north. 

We were now about to enter the middle, 
and moft formidable part, of that vaft chain 
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fcen from a fummer-houfe ; before which it's 
rocky cheeks, circling on each fide, form a 
little area; appearing through the window, 
like a pi&ure in a frame. The water falls 
within a few yards of the eye, which being 
rather above it's level, has a long perfpedtive 
view of the ftream, as it hurries from the 
higher grounds; tumbling, in various, little 
breaks, through it's rocky channel, darkened 
with thicket, till it arrive at the edge of the 
precipice, before the window; from whence 
it nifties into the bafbn, which is formed by 
nature in the native rock. The dark colour 
of the ftone, taking ftill a deeper tinge from 
the wood, which hangs over it, fets off to 
wonderful advantage the fparkling luftre of the 
ftream; and produces an uncommon efFedt 
of light. It is this effedt indeed, from which 
the chief beauty of this little exhibition arifes. 
In every reprefentation, truly pidturefque, the 
fhade fhould greatly overbalance the light. 
The face of nature, under the glow of noon, 
has rarely this beautiful appearance. The artift 
therefore generally courts her charms in a 
morning, or an evening hour, when the fha- 
dows are deep, and extended; and when the 
Hoping fun-beam affords, rather a catching, 

than 
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wide fcalc of menfuratk>n. — The foal involun- 
tarily ftwddered at the firft afpe# of fo tremen- 
dous a view. — At the diftant part- of it ky 
Grafmer-lake ; which being fo far removed 
from the eye, feemed only a bright fpot at the 
bottom of the mountains. 

To this lake the road diredtly led. A nearer 
approach presented us with fome beautiful 
views on it*6 banks; tho, on the whole, it's 
principal merit confifted in refre/hing the eye 
with a (mooth expanfe of water, in the midft 
of fuch a variety of rough mountain-fceoery. 
As we flcirted it's limits, it feemed larger, 
than tbfat of Rydal; and tho it- appeared like 
a fpot at. a diftance, became now the principal 
feature of this vaft vaje.- 



From hence the road led us into another 
amphitheatre, wild, and immenfe' like the 
former; but varied greatly in the fhapes of 
the mountains ; which were here more broken 
and irregular; (hooting, in many places, into 
craggy fummits, and broken points. 

And yet even thefe wildfeenes, coveredi 
as they are, with craggs, and; fcarce furnilhing 
the leaft tint of vegetation, are fubjedt tarights, 

for 
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for which none but the hard inhabitant would 
think it worth his while to contend. You 
fee every where their bare, and. barren fides 
marked with partition-walls- — i-ftones with- 
out mortar, laid upon each other, crofiing 
at right angles; and running down fleep$> 
and along precipices, where the eye can fcarce 
conceive they could have any foundation. All 
thefe partitions of deJblation % as they may be 
called, have their inhabitants ; each main taint- 
ing a few ftunted fheep, which, picking the 
meagre tufts of grafs under the fheltered fides 
of craggs, and ftoncs, earn, like their owners, 
a hard fiibfiftence- 

At the coticlufion of this immenfc amphi- 
theatre, into which we iaft entered, we found 
. an exit, equal to the fcene — another grand 
mountain-gap, or^ portal, through which the 
Toad carried us up anotfeer ftefep mountain — — 
At the top wfe paufed, arid looking bade on the 
country we had left, were prefented ^tfith a 
view, which wholly filled the imagination. 

It was a retrofpeft of. the amphitheatre, we 
had pdfed; but in a ftyle ftill grander^ than 
the prafped of it. It wa« more . ftromgly 
marked with -the great out-lines of cemptiU 
tioii* and^rasy ofcoufcfe* mots awlwk.^- - 
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A wide vale, thrown by perfpe&ive into 
a circular form, lay before the eye. Here alfo 
the diftant part feemed occupied by § the lake 
of Grafmer; but a greyifh mift left the idea 
ambiguous. Beyond the lake arofe various 
mountains, which bounded it : and ftill beyond 
theie, appear the blue heads of other moun- 
tains. Thofe, which formed the fide-fcreens 
of the vale, advancing forward from the diftant 
mountains beyond the lake, approached the 
eye in a grand fvveep, by the eafy gradations 
of perfpedfcive. The promontories, and re- 
ceffes, of the more removed parts were mark- 
ed by a faint fhadow ; till by degrees both the 
fide-fcreens, growing boldly on the $ye, were 
loft behind the two cheeks of the craggy por- 
tal, which, with the road between them, . 
formed a fore-ground equal to the fcene. The 
whole view is entirely of the horrid kind. 
Not a tree appeared to add the leaft chearful- 
ntfs to it. 

With regard to the adorning of fuch a land- 
fcape with figures, nothing could fuit it better 
than a group of banditti. Of all the fcenes I 
ever few, this was the moil adapted to, the per- 
petration of fome dreadful deed* The imagi- 
nation, can hardly avoid conceiving a band df 
robbers lurking under the fhelter of fome pro- 
jecting 
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je&ing rock ; and expe&ing the traveller, as 
he approaches along the valley below. 

Nothing however of this kind was ever 
heard of in the country. The depredations of 
foxes, are the only depredations, to which 
the cottages in thefe vallies are expofed. Our 
poftillion pointed to a rugged part on the fum- 
mit of a rocky mountain on the left, which, 
he told us, was the great harbour of thefe 
animals. Here they bred; frorh hence they 
infefted the country; and to this inacceflible 
afylum they retreated in the hour of alarm. 



After we left the two amphitheatres, juft 
defcribed, we met with nothing very intereft- 
ing, till we came to the celebrated- 'pafs, 
known by the name of Dunmail-Raife, which 
divides the comities of Cumberland, and Weft- 
moreland. 

The hiftory of this rude monument, which 
confifts of a monftrous pile of ftones, heaped 
on each fide of an earthen mound, is little 
known. It was probably intended to mark 
a diyifion, not between thofe two northern 
counties; but rather between the two king- 
doms of England, and Scotland, in elder 
times, when the Scottifh border extended 

beyond 
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beyond it's, prefent bounds. And indeed this 
chain of mountains feems to be a much more 
natural divifion of the two kingdoms, in this 
part, than a little river in a champaign country* 
like the Efk, which now divides them. It is 
faid, this divifion was made by a Saxon prince, 
on the death of Dunmail the laft king of Cum- 
berland, who was here flain in battle. But 

for whatever purpofe this rude pile was fabri- 
cated, it hath yet fuffered little change in it's 
dimenfions; and is one of thofe monuments 
of antiquity, which may be characterized by 
the fcriptural phrafe of remaining to iEis very 
day. 



The entrance * into Cumberland prefents 
us with a fcene very ftrongly marked witfc 
the fublime; grander, tho lefs pidturefque, 
than the amphitheatre we had paffed. It is 
a vifta of mountains purfuing each other, if 
I may fo phrafe it, through an eafy defcent 



# There are three pa/Iages, over this chain of mountains, 
into Cumberland. This by Ambttfideyis the wildeft, and 
moft pi&urefque, A fecond by Brtvgb over Stainmore, is 
dreary, rather than wild : and a third by Shaf>, is both. 

of 
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faf riot lefs than fix, or feven miles \ and clofcd 
at the diftant end by Wyburn-lake, a confi- 
derable piece of water/ 

This fcene is great in all it's parts; and 
in it's general compofition; The mountains, 
of which the fide-fcreens of this vifta are 
formed, fall generally in eafy lines, and range 
at the diftaace of a mile and a half, or two 
miles, from each other. But it is difficult to 
afcertain a diftance of this kind : for as the 
mountain riles gradually from it's bafe, we 
cannot eafily fix where it begins. It is enough 
to obferve, that through the whole immenfity 
of the view before us there appeared no dis- 
proportion 

Among the mountains, which compofe this 
magnificent fcene, there is one on the right, 
of fuperjof grandeur; ftretching, near a league 
and a half, in one vaft concave ridge. This 
mountain is known by the name of Hehellin ; 
with which three mountains only, through 
this vaft region, difpute the point of altitude — 
Crofs-fell — Grafmer— and Skiddaw. The in- 
habitants of it's invirons give it univerfally for 
Helvellin : but, I believe, it is no where dk 
treated with fuch refpetf:. 

vol. i. N Befides 
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Befides the general grandeur of this view, 
there is a wonderful variety in the fhapes of 
the feveral mountains, which compofe it. Na- 
ture's viftas are never formed by rule, and 
compafs.. Whenever (he deviates towards a re- 
gular fhape, (he does it with that negligent 
air of greatnefs> which marks fublimity of 
genius. No attention to trifles characterizes 
her fcenes. ~ Her very regularities difcover 
thofe ftrong touches of contraft, that range 
of imagination, which deftroys every* idea of 
famenefs. 

Of all the rude fcenery we had yet vifited, 
none equalled this in defolation. The whole 
is one immenfity of barrennefs. The moun- 
tains are univerfally overfpread with craggs, 
and ftones, which' are fometimes fcattered 
carelefsly over their furfaces; and fometimes 
appear fhivering in cafcades of crumbling frag- 
ments down their fides.. Helvellin, through 
all it's fpace, is one intire pavement. Nor 
is the view disfigured by the abundance of 
this more ordinary fpecies of rock*. In it's 
vaftnefs the parts coalefce; and become a 



• See page 1x4. ... 
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whole.~The fra&ared rock, fo beautiful in 
itfelf, is calculated rather* for fmaller pi&ures. 
Here it would be loft* 

Thefe vaft . regions, whofe parts are* thus 
^bforbed in the immenfity of a wholes iiave 
the ftrongeft effect on the imagination.- They 
xMend the mind, and fix it in a ki&d of 
ftupor: 



-:hefe lonely regions, where retired 



From little fcenes of art, great Nature dwells 
In aw/ul fnlitnrir 



We now approached the lake of Wyburn, 
or ThirlAier, as it is fometimes called; an 
objed every way fuited to the ideas of defoia- 
tion, which furround it. No tufted verdure 
graces it's banks, nor hanging woods throw 
rich reflections on it's furface : but every form, 
which it fuggefts, is favage, and defolate. It 
is about two miles in length, and half as much 
in breadth, furrounded by barren mountains, 
and precipices, Shelving into it in all direc- 
tions : 



-A joylefs coaft 



Around a ftormy lake- 
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Arid to iihprefs ftill more the chara&enfUtf 
idea of the place, the road hanging over it, 
ran along the edge of a precipice.— One pceu^ 
liar feature alfo belongs to it. About the 
middle of the lake, the fhores, on each fide, 
nearly uniting, are joined by an Alpine bridge, 
I did not obferve any pidturefque beauty ari- 
ling from this circumftance : but rather a 
formality ; at leaft from \ the ftand, where I 
viewed it, A communication however of this 
kind rather increafcs the romantic idea. 



Beyond Wyburn-lake we deviated into a mere 
fcene of mountains. Nature feemed to have 
aimed at fome mode of compofition, which 
fhe had left unfiniflied; but it was difficult 
to conceive, what fpecies of landfcape flie 
meant j a valley, or a woody receji; a barren 
fcene , or a cultivated one. There was a mix- 
ture of all. 

This mifcellaneous parage* however did not 
continue long. It appeared only a fhort inter- 
ruption of the grand vifta, from which we 
had deviated at the lake of Wyburn , and into 
which we now returned. Nature however 
feetoed to have fpent her force in her firit 

effort ; 
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effort; which was greatly Superior to the 
fecond. 



The thickets among thefe mountains, and 
indeed many other parts of the country, are 
frequented by the wild-cat ; which Mr. Pen- 
nant calls the Britiih tyger; and fays, it is 
the fiercefti andmoft deftrudtive beaft we have. 
He (peaks of it as being three or four times 
as large as the common cat. We faw one 
dead, which had been hunted on the day we 
few it; and it feemed very little inferior, if 
at all, to the fize he mentions. 



By this time we approached Kefwick ; and 
from the defcent of Caftle-hill, at about two 
miles diftance, had an extenfive view of the 
whole country around that celebrated fcene 
of romantic beauty. 

Before us lay a plain many leagues in circum- 
ference, divided into two large -portions j each 
of which is floated by a lake. Derwent-water 
overfpreads the nearer; and Bajfentbwait, the 
more diftant. Surrounding the whole, rifes 
a vaft, circular chain of mountains ; and tow- 
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Heaven's chearful face ; the louring element 
Scowls, o'er the darken'd landscape, fnow or ihowcf I 
If chance the radiant fun, with farewel fweet, 
Extend his evening beam, the fields revive/ 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
Atteft their joy, that hill and valley ring. 

But Milton's ideas, I think, in general, 
are rather mufical, than pi&urefque. We 
have the fame picture by an inferior matter j 
tho a better colourift. 

Thus all day long the fall dt (tended clouds 

Indulge their genial ftores 

Till in the weftern Iky, the downward fun 

Looks*out effulgent from amid the flufh 

Of broken clouds, gay fhifting to his beam. 

The rapid radiance inftantaneous ftrikes 

The illumin'd mountain ; through the foreft ftreams $ 

Glows on the lake ; and in a yellow mift, 

Spreads o'er the bright, interminable plain. 

Here we have all the refplendency of light ; 
but not a fufficient balance of fhade. Milton 
gives the balance in the other fcale. If 
Thomfon had introduced, like Milton, the 
louring element /cowling over bis darkened 
land/cape, his refplendent tints would have had 
their full force $ and the effect had been com- 
plete. 
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If a common fun-fet often gives a beautiful 
appearance even to an ordinary landfcape ; what 
muft have been the effect of an uncommon one, 
on fuch a landfcape as this — a fun-fet not 
merely a flood of fpiendor, but contrafted by 
the fulleft depth of fhade? Here we had 
the beauties of the little fummer-houfe fcenfc*, 
on the moft extenfive fcale. The effed: wast 
aftonifhing. The whole was a fcene of glory— 
. but a fcene of glory painted by the hand of 
nature. Tho every part glowed with tran- 
fcendent luftre ; the whole was in niceft har- 
mony • But it was a tranfitory vifion. While 
we gazed ; it faded : and in a few moments 
nothing was left, but the great outlines — the 
grand compofition of the fcene. We fhould 
have ftood over it even thus, in rapture; if 
we had not juft &en what a fplendid, addition 
it was capable of receiving. 

We have a grand pi&ure from the pencil 
of a great matter, of the clofe of fuch an even- 
ing. 

As when from mountain tops the duflcy clouds 
Afcending, while the north-wind deeps, o'erfpread 



* See page 169. 
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SECT. XIII. 



GN the 9th of June we fet out on borfe- 
back (which I mention, as it is the only 
conveyance the road will admit) on an expe- 
dition into Borrodale; a wild country fouth- 
weft of Kefwick. Our road led along the 
lake of Derwent, which was the firfl: objed: 
we furveyed. t 



But before we examined the particulars of 
this grand fcene, we took a general view of 
the whole,, from it's northern ihore; which 
is the only part unblockaded by mountains. 
This ia the ifthmian part, which joins the 
valley of Derwent- water with that of Baflen- 
thwait. It was eafy from the higher grounds 
of this ifthmus to obtain the ftation we defired. 

The 



( iB8 ) 



The lake of Derwent, or Kefwick-lake, as 
it is generally called, is contained within a 
circumference 6f about ten miles -, prefenting 
itfelf in a circular form, tho in fa<ft it is rather 
oblong. It's, area- is interfperfed with four or 
five iflands : three of which only are of con- 
fequence, Lord's ifland^ Vicar s ifland, and St. 
Herbert's ijland : but none of them is com- 
parable to the ifland of Windermere, in point 
either of fize, or beauty, 



If a painter were defirous of ftudying the 
whole circumference of the lake from one 
ftation, St. Herbert's ifland is the fpot he fhould 
choofe; from whence, as from a ceptre, he 
might fee it in rotation. I have feen a fet of 
drawings taken from this ftand; which were 
hung round a circular room, and intended to 
give a general idea of the boundaries of the 
lake. But as no^eprefentation could be given 
of the lake itfelf; 4 the idea was loft, and the 
drawings made but an awkward appearance, 
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Lord's ifland had it's name from being the 
place, where once ftood a pleafure-houfe, be- 
longing to the unfortunate family of Dcrwent- 
water, which took it's title from this lake. 
The ancient manor-houfe ftood Qn Caftle-hill 
above Kefwick ; where the antiquarian traces 
alfo the veftiges of a Roman fort. But an 
heirefs of Derwent-water marrying into the 
family of the Ratcliffs ; the family-feat was 
removed from Kefwick to Dilfton in Nor- 
thumberland. 



As the boundaries of this lake are mors 
mountainous than thofe of Windermere ; they, 
of courfe, afford more romantic fcenery. But 
tho the whole fhore, except the fpot where 
we ftood, is incircled with mountains ; they 
rarely fall abruptly into th? water; which is 
1 girt almoft round by a margin of meadow — on 
the weftern (hores efpecially. On the eaftern, 
the .mountains approach nearer the water ; and 
in fome parts fall perpendicularly into it. But 
as we ftood viewing the lake from it's northern 
ihores, all thefe marginal parts were loft ; and 

the 
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the mountains (tho in fa<ft they defcribe a 
circle of twenty miles, which is double the 
circumference of the lake) appeared univer- 
ially to rife from the water's edge. 
• Along it's -weftern fhores on the right, they 
rife fmooth and uniform; and are therefore 
rather lumpifli. The more removed part of 
this mountain-line is elegant: but, in fome 
parts, it is difagreeably broken* 

On the eaftern fide, the mountains are both 
grander, and more pi&urefque. The line is 
pleafing; and is filled with that variety of 
objedts, broken-ground, — rocks,-~-and wood, 
which being well combined, take from the 
heavinefs.of a mountain; and give it an airy 
lightnefs. 

Theyratf-fcreen, (if we may fo call a por- 
tion of a circular form,) is more formidable, 
than either of the fides. But it's line is lefs 
elegant, than that of the eaftern-fcreen. The 
fall of Lodoar, which adorns that part of the 
lake, is an objedt of no confequence at the 
diftance we now flood. But in our intended 
ride we propofed to take a nearer view of it. 



Of 
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Of all the lakes in thefe romantic regions, 
the lake we are now examining, feems to be 
moft generally admired. It was once admi* 
rably charafterized by an ingenious perfon*, . 
who, on his firft feeing it, cried out, Here 
is beauty indeed— Beauty lying in the lap of 
Horrour 1 We do not often find a happier 
Illuftration. Nothing conveys an idea of beauty 
more ftrorigly, than the lake ; nor of horrour 9 
than the mountains ; and the former lying in 
the lap of the latter, cxpreffes in a ftrong man- 
ner the mode of their combination. The late 
Dr. Brown, who was a man of tafte, and had* 
feen every part of this cpuntry, fingled out 
the fcenery of this lake for it's peculiar beauty*f\ 
And unqueftionably it f is, in many places, 
both beautiful, and romantic; particularly along 
it's eaftern, and fouthern fhores : but to give it 
pre-eminence may be paying it perhaps as much 
too high a -compliment ; as it would be too 



• The late Mr. Avifon, organifl: of St. Nicolas at New* 
caftle upon Tyne. 

, } f In a letter to Lord Lyttekon, quoted above. 
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rigorous to make any but a few comparative 
objections. 

In the firft place, it's form, which in ap-* 
pcarance is circular, is lefs interefting, I think, 
. than the winding fwecp of Windermere, and 
fome other lakes ; which lofing themfelves in 
vaft reaches, behind ibme Cape or promontory, 
add to their other beauties, the varieties of 
diftance, and perfpedtive. Some people objedt 
to this, as touching rather on the character 
of the river* But does that injure it's beauty ? 
And yet I believe there are very few rivers, 
which form fuch reaches, as thofe of Win- 
dermere. 

To the formality, of it's fhores may be added 
the formality of it's iflands* They are round, 
regular, and fimilar fpots, as they appear from 
moft points of view; formal in their fituation* 
as well as in their fhape ; and of little advan- 
tage to the fcene. _ The iflands of Windermere 
are in themfelves better fhaped ; more varied $ 
and uniting together, add beauty, contrail, and 
a peculiar feature to the whole. 

But among the greateft obje&ions' to this 
lake is the abrupt, and broken line in feveral 
of the mountains, which compote it's fcreens, 
(efpecially on the weftern, and on part of 

the 
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the fouthern (bore) # which is more remarkable* 
than on any of the other lakes. We have 
Kttle. of the eafy fweep of a mountain-line: 
at leail the eye is hurt wUh too many tops 
of mountains, which injure the ideas of fim- . 
plicity, and grandeur. Great care therefore 
(hould be taken in fele&ing views of this lake. 
If there is a littlenefs even among the grand 
ideas of the original, what can we expedt from 
reprefentations on paper, or canvas? I have 
fcen feme views of this lake, injudicioufly 
chofen, or taken on too extenfive a fcale, in 
which the mountains appear like hay-cocks.—* 
I would be understood however to fpeak chiefly 
trf the appearance* which the lines of thefe 
mountains wcafionally make* When we change 
our point of view, the mountain-line changes 
alio, and may be beautiful in one point, tho 
it is difpleafwg in another. 



Having thus taken a view of the whole take 
together from it's northern point, we pro- 
ceeded on our rout to Borrodale, {kirting the 
eaftern coaft along the edge of the water. 
The grand fide-fcreen, on the left,, hung over 
us ; and we found it as beautifully romantic, 
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and pleafing to the imagination, when it's 
rocks, precipices, and woods became a fore- 
ground; as it appeared from the northern 
point of the lake, when we examined it in a 
more removed point of view. 

Nor do thefe rocky fhores recommend 
themfelyes to us only as fore-grounds. We 
found them every where the happieft ftations 
for obtaining the moft pidhirefque views of 
the lake* The inexperienced condu&or, 
{hewing you the lake, carries you to fome 
garifti ftand, where the eye may range far and 
wide. And fuch a view indeed is well cal- 
culated, as we have juft feen, to obtain a 
general idea of the whole. But he, who is 
in queft of the pi&urefque fcenes of the lake, 
muft travel along the rough fide-fcreens that 
adorn it; and catch it's beauties, as they 
arife in fmaller portions — it's little bays, and 
winding fhores — it's deep receffes, and hang- 
ing promontories — it's garnifhed rocks, and dif-» 
tant mountains. Thefe are, in general, the 
pi&urefque fcenes, which it affords. 

Part of this mountain is known by the name 
of Lady's-rake, from a tradition, that a young 
lady of the Derwentwater family, in the tiirfe 
of fome public difturbance, efcaped a purfuit 

by 
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by climbing a precipice, which had been 

thought inacceffible. A romantic place fel- 

dom wants a romantic ftory to adorn it* 



Detached from this continent of precipice, 
if I may fo fpeak, Hands a rocky hill, known 
by the 'name of Cajiellet. Under the beetling 
brow o£tfiis natural ruin we paffedj and as we 
viewed it upwards from it's bafe, it feemed a 
fabric of fuch grandeur, that alone it was fuffi- 
cient to give dignity to any fcene* We were 
defired to take particular notice of it for a 
reafon, which fhall afterwards be mentioned. 



As we proceeded in our rout along the 
kke, the road grew wilder, and more roman- 
tic. There is not an idea more tremendous, 
than that of riding along the edge of a preci- 
pice, unguarded by any parapet, under im- 
pending rocks, which threaten above; while 
the furges of a flood, or the whirlpools of a 
rapid river, terrify below. 

Many fuch roads there are in various parts 
of the world j particularly among the, oapun- 
tains of Norway and Sweden ; where they are 
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carried along precipices of fuch frightful height* 
that the trees at the bottom affume the azure 
tint of distance ; and the catara&s whkh roar 
among them, cannot even be heard, unleft 
" the air be perfectly ftill. Thefe tremendous 
roads are often not only without rail, or 
parapet of any kind; but fo narrow, that 
travellers in oppofite dife&ions cannot pafs, 
unlefs one of them draw himfelf cldfe to 
the rock. In fome places, where the precipice 
does not afford footing even for this narrow 
ihelf ; or, where it may have foundered, a 
cleft pine is thrown acrofs the chafm. Th6 
appalled traveller arriving at the fpot, furveysi 
it with difmay. — Return, he dare not — for 
he knows what a variety of terrors he has 
already pafled. — Yet if his foot flip, or the 
plank, on which he refts, give way ; he will 
find his death> and his grave together; and 
never more be heard of. ' 

But here we had not even the miniatufe of 
thefe dreadful ideas, at leaft on the 'fide of tha 
lake : for in the fteepeft part, we were fear ce 
raifed thirty or forty feet above the water. 
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As we edgsd the precipices, we every 
where f&w fragnawts of rock, and large #ones 
featured abput, which feeing loofened by frofts 
aod rains, had fallen from the cliffs above 5 
#nd fhew the traveller what dangers he has 
jsfcaped. 

• Once we found ourfelves in hands more 
capricious than the elements. We rode along 
the edge of a precipice, under a ftoep woody 
rockj when fome large ftones came rolling 
from the top, and rufhing through the thickets 
above us, bounded acrofs the road, and plunged 
into the lake. At that inftant we had made a 
paufe to obferve fome part of the fcenery; 
and by. half a dozen yards efcaped mifchief. 
The wind was loud, and we conceived the 
ftones had been diflodged by it's violence.: 
but on riding a little further, we difcovered the 
real cauie. High above our heads, at the fum- 
mit of the cliff, fat a group of mountaineer 
children, amufing themfelves with pufhing 
ftones from the top ; and watching, as they 
plunged into the lake, — Of us they knew 
nothing, who were fcreened from them by 
intervening thickets. 
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As we approached the head of the lake, 
we were defired to turn round, and take a 
view of Caftellet, that rocky hill, which had 
appeared fo enormous, as we ftood under it. 
It had now flirunk into nothing in the midft 
of that fcene of greatnefs, which furrounded 
it. I mention this circumftance, as in thefe 
wild countries, comparifon is the only fcale 
uied in the menfuration of mountains. At 
leaft it was the only fcale, to which we were 
ever referred. In countries graced by a Jingle 
mountain, the inhabitants may be very accurate 
in their inveftigation of it's height. The alti- 
tude and circumference of the Wrekin> I have 
no doubt, are accurately known in Shropshire : 
but in a country like this, where chain is 
linked to chain, exadtnefs would be ehdlefs. 



By this time we had approached the head of , 
the lake; and could now diftinguifh the full 
found of the fall of Lodoarj which had be- 
fore reached our ears, as the wind fuffered, 
indiftindtly in broken notes. 
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This water-fall is a noble objedt, both in 
itfelf, and as an ornament of the lake. It 
appears more as an objedt conne&ed with the 
lake y as we approach by water. By land, we 
fee it over a promontory of low ground, which, 
in, fome degree, hides it's grandeur. At the 
diftance of a mile, it begins to appear with 
dignity. 

But of whatever advantage the fall of Lodoar 
may be as a piece of dijiant fcenery, it's effedt 
is very noble, when examined on the fpot. As 
a fingle objedt, it wants no accompaniments 
of offikip ; which would rather injure, than 
affift it. They would difturb it's . fimplicity, 
and repofe. The greatnefs of it's parts affords 
fcenery enough. Some inftruments pleafe in 
concert : others you wifh to hear alone. 

The ftream falls through a chafm between 
two towering perpendicular rocks. The in- 
termediate part, broken into large fragments, 
forms the rough bed of the cafcade. Some of 
thefe fragments ftretching out in fhelves, hold 
a depth of foil fuffident for large trees. Ataong 
thefe broken rocks the ftream finds' it's way 
through a fall of at leaft an hundred feet -, and 
in heavy rains, the water is every way fuited 
to the grandeur of the fcene. Rocks and 
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water in oppofition can hardly produce a 
more animated ftrife. The ground at the 
bottom alfo is very much broken, and over- 
grown with^ trees, and thickets ; amongft 
which the water is fwallowed up into an 
abyfs; and at length finds it's way, through 
deep channels, into the lake. We diimounfed, 
and got as near as we could: but were ntft 
able to approach fo near, as to look into the 
woody chafm, which receives the fall. 



Having viewed this grand piece of natural 
ruin, we proceeded in our rout towards the 
mountains of Borrodale; and fhaping our 
courfe along the fouthern ihores of the lake> 
we came to the river Derwent, which is a 
little to the weft of the Lodoar. 

Thefe two rivers, the Lodoar, and the 
Derwent, furnifh the chief fupplies of Der- 
went water. But thofe of the latter art, much 
ampler. The Lodoar accordingly is loft in 
the lake : while the Derwent, firft giving it's 
name to it, retains it's own to the &a. ' 
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On palling this river, and turning «he ftrtft 
great promontory on our left, we found ourfelvss 
in a vaft recefs of mountains. We had feea 
them at a diftance, ft om the northern extremity 
a£the lake; They were then obje&s of grandeur. 
Bat now they had aflkmed *faeir full majeftic 
lbrm$ furrounding us on every fide with their 
•lofty Carriers ; and Shutting out, in appearance, 
ievery idea of an efcape. Wild and various beyond 
conception were their fliapes : hut they parti- 
cipated rather of the defcktte, than of 4he fen- 
taitic idea. From the bottom of the lake in- 
deed they formed too great a combination of 
pointed fummits. But ^here all thefe grotesque 
ihapes difappeared. The fummits receded far 
behind ; and we only few the burfting rocks, 
tnd Jbold protuberances, with which the fides 
of mete enormous mafles of folid earth are 
charged. Many of them are covered, like 
-die fteeps of Helvellin, with a continued pave- 
ment of craggs. 

The winding of the I>erwent was die clue 
we followed in our paflage through thefe re- 
gions of defolation. An aperture between the 

moun- 



( 202 ) 

mountains brought us into another wild recefs, 
where a fimilar fcene opened ; diverfified from 
the firft only by fome new forms, or new 
pofition, or varied furniture, of the incumbent 
mountains. 

As we doubled one promontory, another 
unfolded; and we found ourfelves, not in, 
what appeared at firft, a recefs of mountains ; 
but in a narrow, winding valley ; the fcenes 
of which, by quick tranfitions, were conti- 
nually fhifting. This valley fo replete with 
hideous grandeur, i§ known by the name of 
the ftraits of Borrodafc, 



In the middle of one of the recefles of the 
valley lies an enormous ftone ; which is called 
in the counfry Bootber-Jione. Mafly rocks of 
immenfe fize, rent from mountains, are every 
where found : but this ftone appears to be of 
a different kind. It does not feem to have 
been the appendage of a mountain; but it- 
felf an independent creation. It lie? in a fort 
of diagonal pofition; overfhadowing a fpace, 
fufficient to fhelter a troop of horfe. 
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Not far from hence arifcs a woody hill, 
called Cqftell-cragg $ which is alfo detached 
from the fcenery around it. On thefummit 
of this hilly flood formerly a fortrefs, fuppofed 
to be of Roman origin; intended to guard 
this avenue into the country. After it had 
been relinquifhed by the Romans, it was oc- 
cupied by the Saxons ; and, after their day, 
it was given, with all the lands about Borro- 
dale, by one of the lords of Derwentwater, 
to the monks of Furnefs. By thefe religious 
it was ftill maintained ii> it's military capacity ; 
which is perhaps a fingular inftance. of the 
kind. But as the Scots, in tfrofe days, made 
frequent irruptions even thus far into the coun- 
try ; and as the monks had great pofleffions 
to defend in the valley of Borrodale; where 
one of their principal magazines was efta- 
blifliedj the holy fathers thought it proper 
to adopt this uncommon meafure. Befides 
their tythe-corn, they amafled here the valuable 
minerals of the country ; imong which, falt r 
produced from a fpring in the valley, was 
no inconfiderable article. 
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We had now trasreUed diree or four miles 
fa ihis wimdiiyg valley; which, as we adr 
*at»ed, began to.aflume a fofter forau The 
ftdlk tofcame cloathed with verdure ^ and the 
iittte rcoeffes of <he valley:, (haded with wood, 
Theifc terafles .atfo, which were hofore &ut 
jig, aad confined ty rocky feafrief s, #ow qpenr 
jejd in deferent (hapes 5 and many of them wesce 
.pleafently .varied with wooded billops: while 
jbbe 4taoy hanks of (the Derwent, began to 
.change irtto meadows j fcanty indeed j, hut 
fording pafturage for a few. cattle: and a 
flealant lint of verdure, as a contraft with 
ihe rocky fcenery in it's neighbourhood, . 

• We were now in that part of ithe xsdifcsf. % 
which d*. properly .called the valley ctf ;Borrtt- 
dale— a lai^ge, circular recefs, confifting af 
Biuch broken ground ; and, except twh^re the 
valley ftill purfues it's cowfe, ' furtpunded % 
lofty mountains ; from which pour innumer^ 
ble rills and torrents, tho little injterefting ifi 
the fcene, as obje&s of pidturefque beauty. 



In 



( *> 5 ) 



In this deep retreat lies the village of Rof* 
thwait; having at all times, little intercourfe 
tvith the country ; but during half the year, 
almoft totally excluded from all human com- 
itaerce. *~ 

Here the fons, and daughters of fimpiicity 
enjoy health, peace, and contentment, in the 
midft of what city-luxury would call the ex- 
treme of human neccflity ; 

Stealing their whole dominion from the wade; 
Repelling winter-blafts with mud and ftraw. 

Their fcanty patches of arable land, and 
thefe cultivated with difficulty ; and their crops 
late-ripening, and often a prey tp autumnal 
rains, which are violent in this country, juft 
give them bread to eat. Their herds afford 
them milk; and -their flocks, cloaths; the 
fhepherd himfelf being often the manufadurer 
alio. No dye is neceflary to tinge their wool : 
it is naturally a ruifet-brown ; and fheep and 
fliepherds are elbathed alike -, both in the Am- 
ple livery of nature. 

The procuring of fuel is among their great- 
eft hardfhips. In moft parts of the world 
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this article is fought either in pits, or on tlid 
furface of the earth. Here the inhabitants 
are obliged to get it on the tops of mountains > 
which abounding with mofly grounds, feldom 
found in the vallies below, fupply them with 
peat. The difficulty lies in conveying it from 
fuch immenfe heights. In doing this they 
have recourfc to a ftrange, and dangerous ex- 
pedient; tho fimilar to the modes of con- 
veyance, which neceflity di&ates in other 
mountainous countries. They make their peat 
into bundles, and faften it upon fledges; on 
each of which a man fits, and guides the 
machine with his foot down the precipice* 
We faw many tracks along the fides of moun- 
tains, made by thefe fledges ; feveral of which 
were fotfr or five hundred feet high, and ap-v 
peared from the bottom almoft perpendicular. 



After a long and fatiguing morning we 
refreshed ourfelves at the village of Rofthwait 
on eggs, and milk ; and they who cannot be 
fatisfied with fuch a meal in a , mountainous 
country, muft carry their larder with them. 

SECT. 
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SECT. XIV. 



FROM Rofthwait the valley purfues it's 
courfe towards the eaft; and lofing 
again it's milder features, grows every ftep 
more wild, and defolate. After a march of 
two miles farther, • we came to the village 
of Satterthwait, ftill more intrenched in moun- 
tains, than Rofthwait itfelf. Here, in the 
depth of winter, the fun never fhines. As 
the fpring advances, his rays begin to flioot 
over the foufhern mountains; and at high 
noon to ' tip the chimney tops of the village. 
That radiant fign fhews the cheerlefs winter 
to be now over j and roufes the hardy peafant 
to the labours of the coming year. 



A little beyond this fcene of defolation, the 
Derwent, on whofe banks we ftill continued, 
rufhes down a long declivity between two 
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mountains. At the fall of Lodoar the higher 
level comes abruptly upon the lower: here, 
the two levels are united by a gradual defcent. 
The firearm of courfe taking the fame modes 
of precipitation as the land, the Lodoar forms 
a perpendicular fall; and the Derwent, a 
declivous one. But the fall of the Derwent 
is more fingular ; and is the only one of the 
kind perhaps in the country. 

And here I cannot help remarking the pecu- 
liar character of this mountain-ftream. There 
is not perhaps a river in England, which 
paffes through fuch a variety of different fcenes. 
What wild, romantic channel it fhapes, before 
it enter the vale of Borrodale, is to us un- 
known. Where firft we commenced our ac- 
quaintance with it. It's paffage through that 
mountain-chafm, is marked with objedls, not 
only great in themfelves / but rarely to be 
found elfewhere iu fuch interefting combina- 
tions. 

From a mountain-fixeam it foon aflumes a 
new character, and changes into a lake ; where 
it difplays the wonders we have juft feen. 

From hence emerging, it again becomes a 
river; but foon forms the lake of Bafienthwait; 
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of form> and dimenfions very different from 
that of Kefwick. 

Contracting itfelf again into a river, it puts 
on a chara&er intirely new. Hitherto it has 
adorned only the wild, rough fcenes of nature* 
All thefe it now relinquishes — rocks — lajtes — ■ 
and mountains ; and enters a country, where 
all it's accompaniments are foft, and lovely. 
Among other places it vifits the noble, and 
pi&urefque ruins of Cockermouth-caftle ; under 
the walls of which it glides. 

From hence it pafles to the fea, which 
many ftreams of greater confequence never 
meet under their own names ; but are abfbrbed 
by larger rivers : while the Derwent, after 
all the aftoniftring fcenes it has adorned, adds 
to it's other beauties, thofe of an eftuary. 

In this laft part of it's courfe it vifits 
Workington-hall, one of the grandeft and 
moft beautiful fituations of the country. 
Befides it's hanging woods, and Hoping lawns, 
it is remarkable for having been the firft 
prifon-houfe of the unfortunate Mary of Scot- 
land, after fhe had landed within the dominions 
of her rival. Here the Derwent becomes 
navigable ; and forms the beft natural harbour 
in Cumberland. 
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I have often thought, that if a perfon 
wifhed particularly to amufe himfelf with 
pi&urefque fcenes, the beft. method he could 
take, would be to place before him a good map 
of England; and to fettle in his head the 
courfe of all the chief rivers of the country. 
Thefe rivers fhould be the great directing 
lipes of his excurfions. On their banks he 
would be fure, not only to find the moft 
beautiful views $ but would alfo obtain a 
compleat fyftem of every kind of landfcape* 
He would have no occafion to keep fb clofe 
to the river he purfued, as not to deviate a 
little, for the fake of a beautiful fcene. 
Caftles and abbeys ' this plan would almoft 
univerfally comprehend; for moft of them 
are feated either on rocksr, or knolls pro- 
jecting into rivers; or in fome fweet valley, 
which opens tQ them. Bridges of courfe it 
would include; which make a pleafing fpecies 
of fcenery. Mountains, and lakes I need not 
mention: the former produce rivers; and the 
latter are produced by them. It would alfo 
include fea-coaft views; many of which arc 
very interefting, >vhen the eftuary opens to 
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fome beautiful, winding fhore, with views of 
dittant country. 

I once attempted to analyze the Thames 
in this way. But I was obliged to divide 
fo magnificent a fubjedt. Indeed it naturally 
divided itfelf into three parts — from Oxford 
to Windfbr — from Windfbr to London — and 
from London to the fea. An imperial river, 
like the Thames, mutt be navigated ; at leaft 
it's two lower divifions: but inferior rivers 
are beft examined by an excurfion along their 
banks. 



We left the Derwent in it's declivous courfe 
between two mountains. One of them, under 
whofe fhadow the torrent pours, is called 
Eagle's-cragg ; as it's tremendous rocks are 
the chief habitation of thefe birds ; and feem 
to be confidered by them as a fort of cattle, 
which from time immemorial they have pof- 
fefled. It is a common fpecies of traffic in 
this country to fupply the curious with young 
eagles; in the taking of which the inhabitants 
are very expert. They obferve the nefts from 
the bottom ; and judging of the age of the 
young birds, they catch the opportunity, 
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when the old eagles aref abroad, and let them- 
felves down by ropes from the fummits of 
the cliffs. We faw one which had been juft 
taken. It was only fix weeks old ; and was 
nearly of the fize of a turkey-hen. It feemed 
to have acquired already a full {hare of ferocity; 
and fcreamed violently, if we offered, to touch 
it. 

Many large birds we faw amongft thefe 
mountains, failing about the air, which \te 
imagined to be eagles : but one of our com- 
pany, being a naturalift, bad us obferve their 
tail feathers. If their tails were forked, they 
were of the buzzard fpecies : the tail of the 
eagle is circular. 

Among the anecdotes we heard in this 
country of eagles, one was rather curious 
— — An eagle was feen at a diftance, to 
pounce it's prey $ ' which it carried, in a 
perpendicular afcent, aloft into the air; and 
hanging dubious for fome time, it was at 
length obferved to defcend in the fame direft 
line; and it's fall, as it approached, feemed 
attended with an odd, tumbling motion. The 
caufe was foon difcovered. It fell ftone dead 
on the ground; and a weafel, which it had 
carried up, and which had had the addrefs to 
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kill it's adversary in the air, being now at 
liberty, ran away. 



We had accompanied the valley of Borro- 
dale as far to the eaft, as Eagle's-cragg. It 
ftretches alio to . the weft ; tho in a more 
broken, and abrupt form. 

Somewhat further, oh this fide, than Eagle's 
cragg lies on the other, rife thofe mountains, 
where the celebrated black-lead mine is wrought. 
I gpuld not help feeling a friendly attachment 
to this place, which every lover of the pencil 
muft feel, as deriving from this mineral one 
of the beft inftruments of his art ; the freeft 
and readieft ^xpbfitor of his ideas. We faw 
the fite of the mine at a diftance, marked 
with a dingy yellow ftain, from the .ochery 
mixtures thrown from it's mouth, which 
fhiver down the fides of the mountain. 

During the periodical feafon of working 
it, for it is opfcned only once in feven years, 
many people pick up a comfortable fubfiftence 
from the fcraps of black-lead, which efcape 
amongft the coarfer ftrata. Thefe are honeft 
gains. But a late prolific genius in fraud 
took a very indiredt method of poflefling a 
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ihare of this rich mineral. A part of the 
mountain, contiguous to the mine, was his 
property. Here, at the expence of great 
labour, he fank a {haft, which he carried 
diagonally, till he ehtered the mine; where, 
with fecret joy, he continued his depredations 
for fome time undifcovered. At length his 
fraud was brought to light ; and he was tried 
atXarlifle. The peculiarity of his cafe had 
no precedent. He faved his life; but a law 
was obtained by the proprietors of the mine, 
to defend their property from fuch indired 
attacks for the future. 



The fun was now declining, and it was 
too late to take a nearer view of the mine : 
nor indeed did it promife more on the fpot, 
than it difcovered at a diftance. Befides, the 
beauties of Watenkth had been fo ftrongly 
represented to us ; that we were refolved to go 
in queft of thofe fcenes in preference to any 
other. 

Watenlath is that tradt of mountainous 
country (itfelf furrounded by mountains ftitt 
higher) which coming boldly forward, breaks 
down abruptly from the fouth, upon the vale 
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of Kcfwick. The ftream, which forms the 
fall of Lodoar, adorns firft the fcenes of Wa- 
tenlath. 

" Which way to Watenlath ?" faid one 
of our company to a peafant, as we left the 
vale of Borrodale. " That way," faid he, 
pointing up a lofty mountain, fteeper than 
the tiling of a houfe. 

To thofe, who are accuftomed to moun- 
tains, thefe perpendicular motions may be 
imufing : but to us, whofe ideas were lefs 
elevated, they feemed rather peculiar. And 
yet there is fomething unmanly in conceiving 
a difficulty in traverfing a path, which, we 
were told, the women of the country would 
afcend on horfeback, with their panniers of 
eggs, and butter, and return in the night. 
To move upwards, keeping a fteady eye on 
the obje&s before us, was no great exercife 
to the brain: but it rather gave it a rotation 
to look back on what was paft — and to fee 
Our companions below clinging, as it ap- 
peared, to the mountain's fide ; and the riling 
breafts and bellies of their horfes, (training 
up a path fo fteep, that it ieemed, as if the 
leaft falfe ftep would have carried them rolling 
ftiany hundred yards to the bottom. 
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We had another apprehenfion j that of mis- 
taking our way. If a mift had fuddenly 
overfpread the mountain, which is a very 
common incident, we might have wandered 
all night: for we had not the precaution to 
take a guide. The queftion we afked of the 
peafant, at the bottom of the mountain; 
€C Which way to Watenlath?" we found 
was a very improper one. We, fhould have 
afked, in what direction we were to feek it? 
For way there was none ; except here and 
there a blind path \ which being itfelf often 
bewildered, of courfe, ferved only to bewilder 
us. The inhabitants pay little attention to 
paths : they fteer along thefe wilds by ' land-* 
marks > which to us were unknown. 

At length however, after a painful perpen- 
dicular march of near two miles, and many 
a breathing paufe, which our horfes required, 
we gained the top. Here we expe&ed at 
leaft to be rewarded by an amufing profped 
over the neighbouring country. But in this 
too we were difappointed. We found ourfelves 
in the midft of a bog, with ftill higher grounds 
around us : fo that after all our toil, we had 
a view only of a vile circumfcribed wafte. 
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It was our bufinefs now to get out of this 
unpleafant fcene, as foon as we could, which 
was a matter of no great difficulty. An eafy, 
and fhort defcent, on the other fide of the 
mountain, brought us quickly to Watenkth. 
Here our labours were amply rewarded, .We 
fell into a piece of fcenery, which for beauty, 
and grandeur, was equal, if not fuperior, to 
any thing we had yet feen. 



The firft objedt we found >Vas a fmall lake, 
about two miles in circumference, through 
which flows the Lodoar, and after a courfe 
of three miles farther, forms that noble caf- 
cade, which we had feen, in the morning, 
at the head of Derwentwater. 

The accompaniments of this river, from 
the lake of Watenlath to it's fall, make the 
fcenery, of which we came hither in quell. 

It is a valley fo contracted, that it affords 
room for little more than the river, and a 
path, at the bottom ; while the mountains, 
on each fide, are fo perpendicular, that their 
fummits are fcarce more afunder than their 
bafes. It was a new idea. Many mountains 
we had feen hanging over the fides of vallies : 
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fcrit to bb immured, through a fpace of almoft 
three miles, within a chafm of rifted rocks> 
(for that was in fadt the idea prefented by 
the fcene before us,) was a novel circumftance, 
tho we had now been two or three days the 
inhabitants of mountains. 

The form of this valley was very different 
ftom the valley of Borrodale. The one led us 
through a winding rout: the other is nearly 
a vifta. Each hath it's mode of grandeur. 
The valley of Borrodale has more variety; 
but this is certainly the more majeftic fcene. 
The whole is only one vaft effort. In point 
of immenfity indeed it yields to the vifta at 
the entrance into Cumberland. It is not fo 
vaft a whole t but being contracted within a 
imaller compafs, we examine it's limits with 
more eafe: and with regard to the grandeur 
and variety of the feveral objects, it lofes no- 
thing. As we ftood under the beetling cliffs 
on each fide, they were too near for infpedtion : 
their harfh features want foftening : but we 
had noble views of them all in order, both 
in frofpeBy and retrofpeSi. Not only the de- 
fign, and compofition, but the very ftrokes 
of nature's pencil might be traced through the 
whole fcene; every fradtured rock, and every 

hanging . 
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hanging fhrab, which adorned it, was brought 
within the compafs of the eye: each touch 
{o carelefs, and yet fo determined : fo wildly 
irregular $ and yet all conducing to one whole. 



When we arrived at the clofe of the valley, 
the grandeur of the fcene increafed. It open- 
ed into an amphitheatre, the area of which, 
like the valley, that led to it, was contra&ed ; 
fcarce containing the circumference of a mile : 
but the mountains, which invironed it, were 
grand and beautiful. 

In moft of the fcenes we had pafled, we 
were obliged to look for contraft in the dif- 
ferent modes of defolation : but here barren- 
ness vyas contrafted with all the tints of vege- 
tation. The mountains in front, and on the 
left, were covered with wood, which mantled 
from the top to the bottom. Thofe on 
the right were barren j yet broken fo varioufly, 
as even . in themfelves to, make a contraft. ' 
We admire the ruins of a Roman amphi- 
theatre : but what are the moft magnificent 
of the works of art, compared with fuch 
an amphitheatre as this ? Were the Coloffeum 
itfelf brought hither, and placed within this 
area, the grandeur of the idea would be loft ; 

and 
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and the ruin, magnificent as it is, would 
dwindle into the ornament of a fccne. 



At the entrance of the amphitheatre, an- 
other bright mountain-torrent joins the Lodoar 
from the eaft, and forms it into a more con- 
fiderable ftream. With increafed velocity, (the 
ground growing every ftep more declivous) 
it now pours along with great rapidity; and 
throwing itfelf into the thickeft of the woods, 
which clofe the fcene, dilappears. The ima- 
gination purfues it's progrefs. It's roar is 
heard through the woods ; and it is plain from 
the found, that it fuffers fome great convul- 
lion. But all is clofe ; impervious rocks and 
thickets intervene, and totally exclude the 
fight. 

We indeed had been behind the curtain; 
and knew we . were, at that inftant, upon the 
fummit of the fall of Lodoar : but the ima- 
gination of a ftranger would be held in Si- 
mulating fufpenfe. The grandeur of the 
found would proclaim the dignity of the fall ; 
and his eye would wifh to participate of what 
his ear alone could inadequately judge. 

Tho we had feen the fall of Lodoar from 
the bottom, we had a curiofity to fee how 

it 
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it appeared from the top; and demounting, 
we contrived, by winding round the thickets, 
and clinging to the projedtions of the rocks, 
to get a dangerous peep down the abyfs. 
There was nothing pi&urefque in the view, 
but fomething immenfely grand. We ftood 
now above thofe two checks of the chafm, 
through which the water forced it's way; 
and which in the morning, when feen from 
the bottom, appeared towering to a great 
height, and were the moft interefting parts 
of the view. But amidft the greatnefs of the 
objedts, which now furrounded them they 
Were totally loft; appearing lefs than warts 
upon thofe vaft limbs of nature, to which 
they adhered. 



In our paflage through the valley of Waten- 
lath, we met with many fragments of rocks, 
in which the feveral component ftrata were 
very ftrongly marked. In fome they could 
not have been more regularly, formed by a 
rule and chiflel : and in a few, (whofe fofter 
lares the weather had decayed,) as perfect 
cornices remained, as art could have produced. 



Having 
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Having taken a view of all this fcenery, 
and the evening beginning now to clofe, we 
thought it time to put a flop to our curiofity, 
and return to Kefwick ; from which we were 
about four miles diftant. In the morning we 
rode along the edge of the lake : but as we 
were now upon the higher grounds, we were 
obliged to make a compafs round the moun- 
tains* 



Thefe defolate grounds are very little in- 
habited. We heard of a defign to introduce 
goats among them, with a view to make Kef- 
wick as celebrated for drinking goat's-whey 
as feveral of the mountainous parts of Scot- 
land. In - fome places indeed, where there 
are valuable woods, the goat might be a per- 
nicious inmate. But in many places, as we 
rode, the bare and craggy fides of hills feemed 
capable of feeding nothing elfe. Frequent 
little plots of herbage grow every where among 
the rocks, inacceflible to any other animal. 
Even fheep on many of thefe Hoping ihelves 
could find no footing. All this pafturage 

therefore 
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therefore is loft for want of goats to brouze 
it. 

In a pidturefque light, no ornament is more 
adapted to a mountainous, and rocky coun- 
try, than thefe animals. Their colours are 
beautiful, (in thofe particularly of a darker 
hue) often playing into each other with great 
harmony. But among thefe animals, (as among 
all others) the pied are the moft unpleafing ; 
in which oppofite colours come full upon 
each other, without any intervening tint. 

The fhagginefs of the goat alfo is as beau- 
tiful, as the colours, which adorn him * his 
hair depending in that eafy flow, which the 
pencil wifhes to imitate. 

His a&ions are ftill more pleafing. It 
would add new terror to a fcene, to fee an 
animal brouzing on the fteep of a perpen- 
dicular rocks or hanging on the very edge 
of a projecting precipice. Virgil feems to 
have looked at thefe attitudes of terror with 
delight : 



-Ite, capelhe; 



Non ego vos pofthac, viridi proje&us in antro, 
Dumosa pendere procul de rupe vidcbo. 



SECT. 
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SECT. XV. 



IN our rout to Borrodale, we paffed through 
the eaftern, and fouthern parts of that 
mountainous country, whiefe bounds the lakd 
of Derwent : in our next expedition we pro* 
pofed to view the weftern. 



From Kefwick we mounted the hifls ort 
the north-weft of die lake; and, on the 
other fide, fell into the valley of Newlands, 
which we traverfed fronl end to end. It was 
a lovely fcene, totally different from the rude 
vallies we had yet met with. The mountains, 
in general, oti this fide of the lake wear a 
fmoothex form, than thole either on the eaft, 
or on the fouth. Of this fmoothnefs of fea- 
ture in the higher grounds the lower participate: 
The mountain vallies we had hitherto feen, 
were wild, rocky, and defolate; But here 
vol. i # ^ Q^ the 
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the idea of terror wss excluded. The valley 
of Newlands was even adorned with the beau- 
ties of luxuriant nature. We travelled through 
groves, which were fometimes open, and 
fometimes clofe; with a Iparkling ftream, 
the common attendant of thefe vallies, ac- 
companying us, through the whole fcene. 



Having : been amufed with this delightful 
fcenery through the fpace of three miles, we 
entered another valley, or rather a mountain 
recefs, called the valley of Gafcadale. I call 
it a recefs, becaufe it is foon terminated by a 
mountain running athwart, which, denies any 
further paflage* Inftead* therefore of entering 
Gafcadale, we were obliged to climb the hill, 
which forms one of it's fides : and from the 
fummjt, we had a view not only of Gafcadale, 
J>ut.of many other mountain r^cefles, all which 
participate more or iefs, of the fmoothnefs of 
the high grounds in tKeir neighbourhood. 
Some of them were fcooped, and hollowed 
into very beautiful forms 5 in which wood 
alone was wanting. , ^ 

The valley of Gafcadale had nothing to 

'recommend it^but novelty. It was (a fcene 

" j wholly 
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wholly new in this rugged country) a deep 
mountain recefs, invironed on every fide, except 
the entrance, by fmooth, Hoping hills, which 
are adorned neither With wood, nor rock, nor 
broken gr6und; but fweep down frofti fide 
to fide, with the greateft regularity* We 
fcarce remembered to have feen in any place, 
an operation of nature morfe completely formal* 
At the head of this recefs is a grand cafcade* 
We fuppofed it to be no great objeft of 
beauty, as it was probably void of 'all accom- 
paniments: but it's poverty was hid beneath a 
veil. The clouds which. were gathering upon 
the mountains, and fweeping along the val- 
lies, began to intercept our view* Every 
thing was wrapped in obfcurity. When we 
flood even on the fummit of the cafcade, we 
could only hear the torrent foarj but could 
not obtain the leaft glimpfe of it, tho no 
objedt intervened. The whole valley of Gaf- 
cadale fmoaked like a boiling caldron; and 
we got out ideas of it only by catches, as the 
volumes of clouds difperfed> at intervals, info 
purer air* 

But what we loft in one refpedt by the 
groflhefs of the atmofphere, we gained in 
another. Tho it is probable fome views were 

Qj2/ obfcured, 
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obfcuftd, which might have plcafed us ; it is 
equally probable, that many of thofe difgufting 
features, with which we might hare been 
prefented, were foftened, and rendered mote 
agreeable to the eye.— Here indeed the mifty 
hue was, in general, laid on with too full a 
pencil. The face of nature was rather blotted 
out, than 4>bfcured. The whole view was 
in that -ftate, which Thomfon fo well dc- 
fcribes : 

N o more the mountain fills the eye 
With great variety ; but in a night 
Of gathering vapour, from the baffled fenfe, 
Sinks dark and dreary. Thence expanding wide 
The huge dude gradual, fwallows up the plain* 
'Vaniih the woods. The dim feen river Teems 
Sullen and flow to rowl the mifty wave. 



Among the beautiful appearances of fogs, 
and mifts, their gradually going off may be 
obferved. A landfcape takes a variety of pleaf- 
ing hues, as it pafles, in a retiring fog, 
through the different degrees of obfeurity into 
full fplendor. 



There 
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„ There is great beauty alfo in a fog's partially 
clearing up at once, as it often does; and 
prefenting fome diftant piece of landfcape 
under great radiance* when all the iurround- 
ing parte are fiili In obfcurity. The curtain 
is not intirely drawn up ;. it is only juft raifed,. 
to let in fome beautiful, ttfanfient view; and 
perhaps . falling again, while we admire, leaves 
us that ardent relifti, which we have for 

pleaifirig objects fuddenly removed. Some 

viry beautiful ideks of this kind were difplayed- 
on the Summits of Gafcadale. Tho the moun- 
tains ardund us, and the contradcd vallies in 
our neighbourhood, were all fo much abforbed 
in the dark atmofphere of clouds and vapours ; 
we qould difcover, in catches, through their 
thinner fkirts, the vale of Kefiyick, at a 
diflance, overfpreai with ferenity : and .fun-r 

fl)i»e. 

The mountain, over which we paffed, i$ 
called, in the language of the country, a hawfe* 
or ftoppage, in pafling from one diftrift to 
another ; the valley being clofed> and no other 
way left. This bawfe, tho not fo fteep as 
the mountain, which led us to Watenlath, 
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was of much longer continuance ; and in fome 
parts carried us very near the edges of preci- 
pices: but furrounded by fogs, we kept the 
path before us ; and if there was danger, we 
feldom faw it. 

As we began to defcend* we breathed a 
purer air ; and got a fight of the landfcape 
before us. It was a fcene, unlike what we 
had juft paired; but only, as .the botanift 
fpeaks, ja variety of the fame fpecies;- corre- 
fponding. intirely with tha character of the 
country, which we now traverfed. Three 
broad mountains, doping intp t each other, 
formed a~ tripartite valley, centering in one 
point. The - furface . of each mouritaiij was 
fmooth to it's very fummit ; except that, here 
and there, a few large Acmes lay Scattered 
about : fome of them fixed in the foil; but 
none of them deferving the appellation of: a 
rock. Through two of the ^divifions.of this 
valley ran different ftreams; each of them as 
unfringed, and fimple, as the mountains they 
fevered, Thefe ftreams uniting in the cehtre, 
formed a third. The whole was a peculiar 
and novel fcene ; but neither intereftihg, nor 
pi&urefque. ...... 

Thefe 



( *3* ) 



Thefe fmooth-coated mountains, tho of 
little eftimation in the painter's eye, are how- 
ever great fources of plenty. They are the 
nurferies of fheep $ \vhich are bred here, , ?uid 
fatted in the vallies. 

But the life of a fiiepherd, in this country, 
is not an Arcadian life. His occupation fub- 
jedts him to many difficulties, in the winter 
efpecially, when he is often obliged to attend 
his flock on the bleak fide of a mountain, 
which engages him in many a painful vigil. 
And when the mountains are covered with 
fnow, which is frequently the cafe, his em- 
ployment then becomes a dangerous one. It 
feldom happens, but that fome part of his 
flock is fnowed up ; and in preferving their 
lives, he muft often expofeliis own. 



After winding about two miles along the 
edge of one of thefe fmooth mountains, we 
dropped at once into a beautiful vale, called 
the vale of Butermer, the bottom of which 
was adorned by a lake of the fame name. 

Q^4 This 
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baw/e: ,that on the left led direftly to the 
fcenes we fought. 

• The transition here, contraiy to the ufual 
procefs of nature, is- abrupt. We had been 
travelling, all the morning, among mountains 
perfe&ly fmooth, and covered with herbage $ 
and now found ourfelves fuddenly among craggs 
and rocks, and precipices, as wild, and hide- 
ous, as any we had feen. 



Gatefgarth-dale> into which we foon entered, 
is indeed a very tremendous <fcene. Like all 
the vallies we had yet found, it had a peculiar 
character. It's features were it's own. It 
was not a vifta like the valley of Watenlath; 
nor had it any of the fudden turns of the valley 
of Borrodale : but it wound (lowly, anpl fo- 
lemnly in one large fegment. It was wider alfo 
than : eithefc of therfe valine; beijig at : ,leaft 
half af quarter of a^ mile from fidp to .fide 3 
which diftance it pretty tmiformly obfecvedi 
the rocky, mountains, .which invironed it, 
keeping their line ,wi$Ji.. great exadtnefsi at 
leaftj never breaking put into any violent 
proje&ions, f - 
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The area: ofthis valley is, in general, con* 
cave i the fides almoft perpendicular, composed 
of a kind of broken craggy, rock, the rtiins. 
of which every where ftrew the valley; and 
give it ftill more the idea of defolation. 

The river alfo, which, runs through it, 
and is the principal fujply of the lake, is as 
wild as the valley itfelf. It has no banks, 
but the fragments . of rocks ; no bed, but a 
channel compofcd. of rpeky m ftrata, : anj&gg 
which the water forces, it's courfe. It's chan- 
nel, as well as it's bank, -,_ i$ ; formed of loofe 
Hones and fragments, which break, „a#d rfli^ 
vide the ftream into a fucceflion jof wild* fo*-r 
petuous eddifes. . . ^ v . 

A ftream, . which is the. -natural fouree cif 
plenty, it perhaps iwhen unaccompanied with 
i^jdure, the! ftrpngeft -emblem' of defolation. 
Itjfhews: the ipot to be* fo barren; thjtt even 
the greateft fouree of -abundance can produce 
nothing-; /The: whole .valley indeed joined iii 
impreffing the fame ddca/ . Fruitful, nature, 1 
making in every part of Jaer ample range, -un- 
remitting effprts to vegetate, could not liere 
produce a fingle germin. . ,.. 

As we proceeded; the grandeur of. ihe. valley 
incrcafed4 We had b^en : prepared indeed to 

fee 



foethe higfaeft precipices, which tjic country 
produced. Such a preface is generally pro^ 
cta&ive of difappoifttment ; but on this occasion 
it did no injury. ' The fancy had flit! it's fcGpe/ 
We found the mountains fo ov^r-hung wittt 
clouds* that We could form little judgment 
of their height. Our guide told us, they 
were twke as high, 'as we could fee : which 
However we did not believe from the observa- 
tions we were able to make, as the clouds, 
at ihfefrvals, -floated paft; and difcovered, herd 
and there, - the fhadowy forms of the rocky 
fummits. A great height however they cer- 
tainly were j and the darknefs, in which they 
were wrapped, gave us a new- Uluftration of 
the grandeur of thofe ideas, which arife from 
dbictiiity. '"" Dark," confufed, uncertain ima- 
€i ge«/~ Mr. B&rke very juftly obferves, have 
*' a greater* power on the fancy to form the 
"'grander paflions, than thofe, which aatf 
u metre clear, t and determinate. For hardly 
" aHy thing can Alike the mind with fate 
" greatnefs, which does not make fome fact 
"; joJF approach towards infinity ; which no* 
" thing can do, whilft we ace able to. ppr« 
*f ceive*. if* hosuads : - but to , fee an oifyed: 
**:■ dk&m&lf, ami to -perceive it's boimfcby <b 

" one, 
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" one, and the fame thing. A clear idea 
" therefore is another name for a little idea*." 

The middle of the ralfoy is adorned/ as 
thefe vallies, in fome part, often are, by a 
craggy hill; on the top of which ftands the 
fragment of a rock; that -looks, m Ofikn's 
language, like the Jkme of power- — the rude 
deity of defoktion, to which the (bene is 
facred. 

This valley is not more than fix miles from 
the black-lead mines ; and would have led us 
to them, if we had purfued it's courfe. 



Having travelled about three miles in this 
dreary fcene; and having taken fuch a view, 
as we could obtain, of the bold inclofures, 
which contained it ; we returned by the fame 
rout we came, threading the valley, and ikirt- 
ing the lake along it's eaftern coaft, till we 
arrived at the bottom of it. Here we fell 
into a country very different from that we had 
left. 



• On the fublimc, and beautiful. Part II. Seft. IV. 
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The vale of Butermer, which extends many 
miles below the lake, is a wide, variegated 
fcene, full of riling and falling ground ; woody 
in many parts ; well inhabited in fome ; fruit- 
ful, and luxuriant in all. 

Here we found & village, where we made 
a luxurious repaft, as ufual, on eggs and milk ; 
and met, in the cbearful and healthy looks of 
the inhabitants, new. proofs of the narrow 
limits, jn which all the real wants of life 
are comprized. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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